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PREFACE

The Study Guide is intended for third year students majoring in Linguis-

tics. It aims to help them understand and use the fundamental principles of 

Theoretical English Grammar, as well as organize their self-study sessions in 

Theoretical Morphology of the English Language.

This is achieved in various ways. Part 1 of the Study Guide provides an 

outline of the topics discussed in lectures and those for self-study. Students are 

required to be able to expand on every aspect mentioned and to illustrate it with 

examples. Part 2 contains a variety of exercises to be done in practical classes. A 

list of topics for self-study and project work is given in Part 3. Also included are 

a list of the theoretical aspects of the course and a list of recommended text-

books and other reference materials. 
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PART 1. TOPIC OUTLINE 

MORPHOLOGY AS A BRANCH OF LINGUISTICS 

THE TRADITIONAL (STRUCTURAL) APPROACH TO LANGUAGE 

PHENOMENA

o A language as a hierarchical structure of interrelated ‘layers’. 

o The syntactic, lexical, morphological and phonological ‘layers’. 

o Grammar: Morphology and Syntax. 

o Morphology as part of grammar: 

Derivatology (Lexical Morphology) and Morphology proper (Word grammar). 

o The main objectives of Morphology proper: 
– to study the internal structure of the word and means of word form building in 

relation to the abstract meanings they express;

– to study general grammatical characteristics of words which enable them to 

make up sentence;

– to classify words into a few basic classes.

o a hierarchy of units of morphological analysis: 

– a morpheme; 

– a word form.

o A morpheme is a unit of a lower rank. It is an element of a word which sig-

nals a certain abstract (grammatical) meaning. The defining characteristics of 

the morpheme.  

o What kind of meaning does a morpheme express?  a lot of controversy. 
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o                                           Types of morphemes
Segment

root morphemes 

morphemes

      affixes: 

– functionally: 

1a. derivational affixes 

1b. form building (= word 

formation) affixes 

– positionally: 

2a. prefixes 

2b. postfixes

(inflexions, suffixes) 

2c. interfixes 

Non-segment morphemes 

– the ‘zero morpheme’ 

– operational morphemes:  

3a. meaningful alteration, 

e.g. vowel interchange 

3b. stress shift

o A word form is the main morphological unit. It is a linguistic unit which car-

ries grammatical information which is identified through contrast with other 

forms of the same word. The word’s lexical meaning is irrelevant for identifying 

the type of its word form.

o The whole set of grammatical forms of a word constitutes its paradigm.

o In the aspect of a word’s structure, the grammatical info is expressed in a 

word form. 

– synthetically,  i.e. in the same word which expresses its individual lexical 

meaning  a synthetic word form, or

– analytically, i.e. in an auxiliary word which together with the word which 

expresses a lexical meaning constitutes an analytical word form.

o  Synthetic and analytical languages 
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o Means of word form building: English vs. Russian 

English Russian

(a) synthetic means 

o Affixes

o very few in number

o homonymy of affixes           = 

o 1 affix – 1 meaning

o Affixes:

– Inflexions, Suffixes, Prefixes 

o Inflexions have a highly elaborate 

system of paradigms with a few 

types of noun declension, verb con-

jugation

o homonymy of inflexions  

o one inflexion can express a few 

grammatical meanings at the same 

time 

(b) analytical means 

o very commonly used

o a number of patterns

o homonymy                           

o not very commonly used 

(c) irregular forms 

o limited though stable classes o very numerous 

o A mostly analytical language 

o Without a context, a word 

doesn’t give much grammatical 

info  semantic and syntactic 

info is needed 

o A mostly synthetic language 

o Lexical and grammatical meanings are closely interrelated. The same no-

tion / abstract meaning can be expressed by grammatical (morphological or syn-

tactic), or lexical, or phonological means, or by a combination of any of them, 

both within a certain language and in different languages, e.g.: 
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Meaning morphological 

means

syntactic means lexical means 

Relation Case inflexions in 

synthetic lan-

guages

Prepositions,

word order in ana-

lytical languages 

Time relations Tense verb forms Time subordinate 

clauses in com-

plex sentences

Time adverbs  

Modality Mood forms of a 

verb

Predicative base 

‘Subject + Predi-

cate’

Modal words 

and expressions 

o  The use of morphemes to express certain meanings is optional; it’s only a 

question of the language structure, as different languages can use different 

means to express their meanings. 

o  By what is commonly referred to as ‘grammatical meanings’ we under-

stand meanings that are typically expressed by grammatical means in a certain 

language. Similar meanings can be expressed by other, non-grammatical means 

in the same language and other languages. 

o Approaches to word analysis in Grammar and Lexicology. 

o A grammatical category is a set of meanings which are arranged on the 

principle of opposition to express the same general notion, and which are sys-

tematically realised by a paradigm of grammatical word forms. 

o Types of morphological oppositions:

– binary vs. three-member (tertiary);  

– privative vs. gradual vs. equipollent.
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THE FUNCTIONAL-SEMANTIC APPROACH TO LANGUAGE 

PHENOMENA

o A Functional-Semantic category / field is an arrangement of various – 

morphological, syntactic, lexical, derivational –  means of a language which ex-

press the same universal notion / abstract meaning or perform the same function.  

o The field structure of a linguistic field: the centre and the periphery

 central elements have all of the defining characteristics of the class

 peripheral elements share some but not all of the defining characteristics of 

the class. 

THE PROBLEM OF PARTS OF SPEECH CLASSIFICATION 

o Principles for classifying words into lexical-grammatical classes (‘parts of 

speech’):

– the general semantic principle; 

– the formal morphological principle; 

–  the functional syntactic principle. 

o Different classifications of words into ‘parts of speech’: the underlying prin-

ciple/-s; their strengths and weaknesses.

o The major groups of vocabulary (acc. to prof. Smirnitsky): 

– parts of speech proper,

– function / form words, 

– words outside the sentence structure. 

o Their defining characteristics 
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o The field approach to classifying words into lexical-grammatical classes. The 

field structure of a lexical-grammatical class. Central and peripheral elements.

o Overlaps between two or more lexical-grammatical classes. Zones of syncre-

tism, syncretic elements.  

o Word-class ambiguities and borderline cases in classifying words, e.g.: 

– Noun – Verb; 

– Noun – Adj.; 

– Verb – Adj.; 

– Determiner – Pronoun – Adj.; 

– Preposition – Conjunction, etc. 

THE NOUN IN ENGLISH 

o The defining characteristics of central nouns: 

They are a class of notional words which:

– express the general notion of Thingness (the general semantic principle); 

– have the morphological category of Number (and, according to some gram-

marians, the category of Case) (the formal morphological principle); 

– function as the Subject, Object, Complement (Predicative) and sometimes at-

tribute in the sentence (the syntactic principle). 

o Semantic groups of nouns: common – proper, concrete – abstract, animate – 

inanimate, individual –  mass – collective – unit – quantifying, etc. 

o Syntactic functions: the Subject, Object, or Complement (Predicative). Can 

also function as the Attribute. 
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o Morphological properties of English nouns: 

THE MORPHOLOGICAL CATEGORY OF NUMBER OF THE NOUN. 

o The central means in the functional semantic field of Quantity

Meaning: con-

trast between 

Singularity

(Oneness vs.

and Plurality

More-than-Oneness).

Form: the op-

position of

the singular form,  

unmarked, 

negatively characterised 

the plural form,  

marked, 

positively characterised 

Type of oppo-

sition

binary privative

o The category of Number is not fully realized by English nouns (= not all Eng-

lish nouns have both the plural and the singular form): there is a formal distinc-

tion between 2 large groups of nouns:

Variable nouns Invariable nouns 

Count(able),

have both forms 

‘Singularia tantum’  

= ‘singular only’: 

– mass nouns; 

– abstract ideas; 

– miscellaneous 

‘Pluralia tantum’  

= ‘plural only’: 

1.  marked plurals:  

– summation plurals,  

– umbrella terms. 

2. unmarked plurals:  

collective nouns 

o In the periphery of the functional semantic field of Quantity there are lexical 

means, lexical-syntactic means, etc. 
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THE PROBLEM OF THE CATEGORY OF CASE 

o A lot of controversy over the status of the –’s noun form 

o Is there a Category of Case in analytical languages like English? 

o  Different schools of opinion:

– the prepositional case theory;

– the positional case theory;

– the theory of two cases;

– the theory which rejects the existence of the category of Case in English.

o The theory of two cases of the English Noun 
– The morphological category of Case of the Noun is the central means in the
functional semantic field of Relation. Its function is to indicate relations be-

tween nouns in the sentence and through these – relations between the objects of 

reality denoted by the nouns. 

– In the periphery of the functional semantic field of Relation you can find syn-

tactic means, e.g. prepositions, word order. 

– These means are used differently in Russian and English. 

Russian English

– A highly elaborate system of noun 

cases (declension):

the Nominative, Genitive, Dative, 

Accusative, Instrumental and 

Prepositional cases.

– case forms are marked by inflex-

ions.

– Syntactic means are used most 

commonly: 

word order, prepositions 

– Only one case inflexion, -’s,

which marks the Genitive case, is 

singled out.
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– The morphological category of Case of the Noun:

Form: the 

opposition

of

The Common case 

unmarked 

and The Genitive (‘Possessive’) 

case

Marked synthetically by -’s / -’ 

– Structural types of the Genitive: 

simple G.; 

group G.; 

double G.; 

absolute G. 

Meaning: negatively characterised relations between nouns in the 

sentence

– Semantic types of the Genitive:

possessive G.; 

subjective G.; 

objective G.; 

descriptive G.; 

partitive G.;

G. of measure 

Type of op-

position

binary privative

– The category of Case is not fully realized by English nouns: animate nouns vs. 

inanimate nouns. 

– Now the category of Case in modern English is disintegrating  a trend to-

wards even more analytism.
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o The theory which rejects the existence of the category of Case in English 

The arguments: 

– not all English nouns take -‘s;

– not only nouns but also phrases and clauses take -‘s;

– -‘s constructions have the same function as prepositional phrases. 

 claim that ‘s is not a classical case morpheme, but only a marker of relations, 

a postpositional element  there is no category of Case in modern English.  

o a compromise:

-‘s is a syncretic element as it combines properties of a morpheme and a func-

tion word. It’s a marker of relations. 

THE FIELD STRUCTURE OF THE CLASS OF NOUNS 

o Central nouns: concrete countable nouns denoting things and people.

o Peripheral nouns: abstract countable and uncountable nouns. 

o Zones of syncretism between the class of Nouns and other word classes: 

– N – Adj;

– N – V.

THE VERB IN ENGLISH 

o Verbs are the focal point of the clause as the verb in the role of the predicate 

determines the other elements that can occur in the clause and specifies the se-

mantic relations between them. 

14



o The defining characteristics of central verbs. 

They are a class of notional words which: 

– express the general semantics of Action / Event; 

– have the morphological categories of Tense, Aspect, Correlation, Voice, 

Mood, Person and Number; 

– function as the Predicate in the sentence. 

o A very heterogeneous class 

CLASSIFICATIONS OF VERBS 

o semantic classes: 

1.1 terminative verbs (actional); 

1.2 durative verbs: existential verbs and verbs of activities.

These major classes can be further subdivided into other semantic groups, e.g. 

communication verbs, mental verbs, causative verbs, verbs of occurrence, etc. 

o functional-semantic classes: 

Verb class Meaning Morphological

categories

Syntactic function

2.1. No-
tional / 
Lexical
Verbs

– Full individual 

lexical meaning 

– all the Morpho-

logical verbal 

categories are real-

ized;

– complete para-

digms 

– form the verbal 

Predicate on their 

own
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2.2. Auxil-
iary Verbs 
(A.V.)

– No lexical 

meaning; only 

grammatical

meaning

– Not all the Mor-

phological verbal 

categories are real-

ized

– Incomplete para-

digms 

– Can’t perform 

the function of the 

Predicate on their 

own

– A.V. + notional 

V = analytical 

form of the Simple 

verbal Predicate 

2.3. Link / 
Copular V. 
(L.V.)

– Weakened lexi-

cal meaning;

– are partly 

grammaticalized

– Not all the Mor-

phological verbal 

categories are real-

ized

– Incomplete para-

digms 

– Can’t perform 

the function of the 

Predicate on their 

own

– L.V. + noun / 

adjective group 

(Complement) = 

Nominal Predicate

2.4. Modal

Verbs
(M.V.)

– Very specific 

lexical meaning 

– Not all the Mor-

phological verbal 

categories are real-

ized

– Incomplete para-

digms 

– Can’t perform 

the function of the 

Predicate on their 

own

– M.V. + notional 

V = Compound 

verbal Predicate 

– M.V. + Link V. 

+ noun / adjective 

group = Com-

pound Nominal 

Predicate
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Syncretic elements: will, shall, have 
o syntactic classes: 

    3.1. Finite Verbs – can only be the Predicate; govern the syntactic and se-

mantic pattern of the sentence; 

3.2 . Non-Finite Verbs / Verbals (Infinitive, Gerund, Participle I, Partici-

ple II): 

– can’t perform the function of the Predicate on their own;  

– can be the Subject, Object, Predicative (Complement), or Attribute. 

o morphological classes: 

   4.1. Regular (‘weak’) verbs; 

4.2. Irregular verbs:

– ‘strong’ V. – root vowel interchange takes place (sometimes + suffix -en); 

– mixed V. 1) root vowel interchange + suffix –t; 

2) past s. + -ed; past part. + -en; 

– suppletive forms (formed from different roots); 

– unchangeable V. 

THE MORPHOLOGICAL CATEGORY OF TENSE OF THE VERB

o the central means in the functional semantic field of Temporality (Time)

o The morphological category of Tense of the Verb. 

General

Meaning / 

Function

Relates the event

(the universal

time to the moment 

of reference 

speech

point)

Forms: the 

opposition

of

Present form, 

unmarked 

Past form,  

marked syntheti-

cally

Future form, 

marked analyti-

cally
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Meaning At/around the 

moment of speech 

Before the moment 

of speech 

After the mo-

ment of speech 

Type of op-

position

3 – member equipollent 

o Each of the three members of the tense forms paradigm is represented by a 

whole set of forms which also give info about the aspect (continuous / non-

continuous) and correlation (perfect / non-perfect). 

o In the periphery of the functional semantic field of Temporality you can find 

lexical means (adverbs and adverbials) and syntactic means (phrases; subordinate 

clauses of time). 

o The problem of the Future tense in English 
– 1 point of view: shall & will are auxiliary verbs  … 

– Another point of view: shall & will are modal verbs  …

a binary opposition Past – Non-Past

– shall & will are a case of grammatical homonymy. 

– shall & will are syncretic elements. 

– + the future meaning is often expressed by non-morphological means – Pre-

sent Simple, Present Continuous and be going to forms. 

THE MORPHOLOGICAL CATEGORY OF ASPECT OF THE VERB

o the central means in the functional semantic field of Aspectuality. The 

general meaning of the field is the ‘temporal distribution of the action / event’ 

( ).
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o The morphological category of Aspect of the Verb. 

Forms: the 

opposition of

The Continuous form,  

marked  

The Non-Continuous (Sim-

ple) form, unmarked  

Meaning – positively characterized:

shows the action/ event as de-

veloping in time 

–  Negatively characterized: 

does not give any exact info 

about the temporal distribu-

tion of the action / event 

Type of oppo-

sition

binary privative

o The interaction between the lexical aspectual meaning of the verb (termina-

tive / durative) and the aspectual meaning of the grammatical form: 

– a durative verb in the Continuous form  … 

– a terminative verb in the Continuous form  … 

o In the periphery of the functional semantic field of Aspectuality you can find 

lexical means (adverbs of frequency…), syntactic means (phrases), and gram-

maticalized verbal phrases continue doing, keep on doing, go on doing, used to 
do, would do. 

THE MORPHOLOGICAL CATEGORY OF CORRELATION / 

PERFECTIVITY OF THE VERB

o the central means of expressing the general notion of outward temporal rela-

tions ( - ) of the action / event 

(= the time of the action is related to a certain reference point).  

19
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Forms: the 

opposition of

The Perfect form,  

marked analytically 

The Non-Perfect form,  

unmarked: 

– pure tense forms (Simple) & 

– tense-aspect forms (Continuous)

Meaning Priority to a reference point Simultaneity with the time indi-

cated in the verb form 

Type of oppo-

sition

Binary, partly equipollent, partly privative 

o Although THE VERBAL CATEGORIES OF TENSE, ASPECT AND 

CORRELATION express 3 different characteristics of the verbal action, they 

should be discussed together as they ARE EXPRESSED IN THE SAME 

SYSTEM OF FORMS (= each verb form  is either past or present or future, con-

tinuous or non-continuous, perfect or non-perfect).

 there are 4 TYPES OF VERB FORMS: 

1. pure tense forms; 

2. tense-aspect forms; 

3. tense-correlation forms; 

4. tense-aspect-correlation forms. 

 one verb form can express 3 or 4 different semantic ideas 

NEUTRALIZATION OF THE OPPOSITION WITHIN A VERBAL 

CATEGORY

o = neutralization of the marked member of the opposition = in some specific
contexts the unmarked member is used to express the more specific meaning 

which is normally expressed by the marked member. 

20
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o Neutralization is most common for privative oppositions as the unmarked, 

‘weak’ member has a broader and less specified meaning  contains the 

distinctive characteristic(s) common for both marked and unmarked members 

can cover the meaning of both members in certain contextual conditions unless 

distributional or other restrictions are imposed. 

o Neutralization of the opposition within the category of Tense: 

– Present – Future; 

– Present – Past. 

o Neutralization of the opposition within the category of Aspect: 

– Simple of stative verbs (constant, paradigmatic neutralization caused 

by the lexical meaning of the verb, an exception); 

– Simple of activity verbs. 

o Neutralization of the opposition within the category of Correlation: 

– Past Simple – Past Perfect; 

– Past Simple – Present Perfect of actional verbs;  

! But no neutralization:

Past Simple – Present Perfect of activity and state verbs;  

– Present Simple of hear, forget.

THE MORPHOLOGICAL CATEGORY OF MOOD OF THE VERB

o the central means in the functional semantic field of Modality. 

o Modality is a complex heterogeneous notion. It is analysed differently by 

different grammarians. 
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o  Basic types of modality. 

Objective
the relation between the

objective reality as seen 

by the

Modality
verbal action and

and represented

speaker

Subjective modality
the speaker’s attitudes to 

the verbal action

Real objective
modality

Unreal objective
modality

(volition, inducement, de-

sirability, obligation…) 

o The morphological category of Mood (traditional approach). 

Forms:  

the opposi-

tion of

The Indicative
Mood forms: 

– the same sys-

tem of forms as 

are used to real-

ise the catego-

ries of Tense, 

Aspect and Cor-

relation

– no uniform 

grammatical

pattern

The Imperative
Mood forms: 

– The positive 

form (homony-

mous with the 

bare infinitive 

form) and the 

negative form 

– No person dis-

tinction, only 

the second per-

son*

The Subjunctive (/ Con…)

Mood forms: 

(classification by prof. 

Smirnitski) 

Subjunctive I:

– a synthetic form; 

– used in object subordinate 

clauses of complex sentences;

– expresses a low degree of 

unreal modality  

Suppositional mood forms:

– an analytical form (should + 
main verb); 

– used in object subordinate 

clauses of complex sentences;

– expresses a low degree of 

unreal modality  

o Subjunctive I and Supposi-
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tional mood forms are both 

used in the same syntactic con-

text with the same semantics. 

Subjunctive II:
– homonymous with past 

tense / tense-correlation forms;

– used in subordinate clauses 

of condition of complex sen-

tences;

– expresses an unreal action 

which is a condition for a cer-

tain consequence 

Conditional mood forms:

– analytical forms (would + 
main verb); 

– used in the main clause of a 

complex sentence with a sub-

ordinate clause of condition or 

in a separate sentence; 

– express the imaginary con-

sequence of an unreal condi-

tion

General

Meaning

Real objective 

modality 

Subjective

Modality

(Volition)

Unreal objective 

modality 

Type of 

opposition

3-member equipollent
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* Controversy over the grammatical status of the “let sb. do” construction: 

(1) an analytical form of the imperative; 

(2) a grammaticalised syntactic means, a syncretic language means of express-

ing the meaning of volition. 

o In the periphery of the functional semantic field of Modality there are:  

– lexical means: modal words and phrases (which function like compound 

words);

– a lexical-grammatical means – modal verbs (Subjective or Unreal objective 

modality);  

– a phonetic means – intonation (doubt, assurance…) (Subjective modality). 

THE CATEGORY OF VOICE OF THE VERB 

o a morphological-syntactic category as it is fully realized only in a sentence;

o the central means in the functional semantic field of Directionality (direc-

tion of the action). 

o The morphological-syntactic category of Mood. 

Forms:  

the opposi-

tion of

The Active voice form,

unmarked  

The Passive voice form,  

marked analytically 

Meaning The same direction of the

participant to the passive one),

action (from the active  

but:

the communicative emphasis
is on the object of the action 

Type of 

opposition

binary privative
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o The category of Voice is realized only partially by English verbs

o  What types of verbs have both voices (= realise the category)? 

– In Russian: Only Monotransitive Verbs followed by the direct Object; 

– In English: verbs that take any kind of object (direct, indirect or prepositional). 

Verb classes Types of passive constructions

Monotransitive verbs Direct passive voice constructions

(Od  S) 

Ditransitive verbs - Direct passive voice constructions 

- Indirect passive voice constructions

(Oi (indirect)  S) 

Some Prepositional 

verbs

Prepositional passive voice constructions

(Oprep (prepositional)  S) 

! some Intransitive 

verbs

Prepositional passive voice constructions 

o Long and short (agentless) passive constructions. 

o In the periphery of the functional-semantic field of Directionality there are 

non-morphological means: 

– the grammaticalized construction “verb + reflexive Pronoun” which expresses 

the notion of a self-directed action. Controversy over its status: 

(1) the ‘reflexive voice’  an analytical morphological form with no syn-

tactic relations between its components; 

(2) there’s no auxilliary element  a phrase, a syntactic unit with syntac-

tic relations between its components. 
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– the construction “verb + reciprocal Pronoun” which expresses the notion of a 

mutually directed action, with both participants performing both syntactic roles 

(S & O). Controversy over its status: 

(1) the ‘reciprocal voice’  an analytical morphological form; 

(2) a phrase. 

– ‘Ergative Verbs’: 

(1) sometimes termed the ‘middle voice’ because they occupy a specific 

position in the FSF of Directionality – they are active in form but express 

a passive meaning; 

(2) ‘Ergative verbs’ are a limited group of Transitive verbs which can be 

used in a specific way: SVOd  SV; Od  S without any morphological 

change from Active into Passive.  

o The problem of distinguishing the Passive Voice form from the homony-
mous Compound Nominal Predicate. Compare: 

the Passive Voice Verb form the Compound Nominal Predicate  

‘Link verb + -ed adjective’ 

– An analytical morphological form 

– the Simple Verbal Predicate

– Actional semantics 

– the agent can be denoted by the 

by-phrase

– + optional adverbs of time or fre-

quency

– can be used in the marked Aspec-

tual or Correlation forms

– A syntactic phenomenon 

– the Compound Nominal Predicate 

– Stative (< Qualifying) semantics 

– can be modified by an adverb 

– + optional adverbs of duration

– can be used in the marked Corre-

lation forms 

– In some contexts the form ‘be/ get done’ may combine actional and qualifying 

semantics  ambiguity. 

26



NON-FINITE VERB FORMS (VERBALS) 

o Infinitive, Gerund, Participle I,  Participle II. 

THE FIELD STRUCTURE OF THE CLASS OF VERBS 

o central and peripheral verbs. 

THE ADJECTIVE IN ENGLISH 

o The defining characteristics of central adjectives. 

They are a class of notional words which:

– express the general semantics of Quality; 

– have the morphological category of Degrees of Comparison; 

– function as the Attribute or the Predicative (Complement) in the sentence. 

o Semantic groups of adjectives:  

1.1. Qualitative vs. 1.2. Relative adj.;

2.1. Neutral Qualitative adj., which describe the referent of a nominal expres-

sion and can show different degrees of a quality, vs. 

2.2. Strong Qualitative adj., which describe the absolute limit of a quality of 

the referent of a nominal expression. 

o Syntactic functions:

– the Attribute as part of a noun phrase: 

1.1.    in preposition or 1.2.    in postposition to the head noun; 

– the Predicative / Complement: 

27



2.1. Subject Predicative following a link verb and describing the subject of 

the sentence, or 

2.2. Object Predicative following and describing the object of the sentence. 

– Adjectives with an incomplete range of syntactic functions 

    Adjectives only in the attributive role 

    Adjectives only in the predicative role (usu. describe relations or states) 

o Morphological properties of English adjectives: 

THE MORPHOLOGICAL CATEGORY OF DEGREES OF COMPARISON 

Form: the 

opposition

of

Positive form 

unmarked 

Comparative form

Marked

– synthetically

– “?” syntactically / 

analytically “?” * 

Superlative form 

Marked

– synthetically

– “?” syntactically / 

analytically “?” * 

Meaning: quality gradation of a 

to the degree of the 

other objects

quality as compared 

same quality in 

Type of op-

position triple gradual 

* Controversy over the grammatical status of the “more / most + adj.” construc-

tions:

(1) they are analytical morphological forms as they express the same meaning as 

the synthetic morphological forms -er/ -est;
(2) another point of view: they are syntactic construction (phrases) as:

– more / most are adverbs which retain their lexical meaning and are op-

posed to less/ least,
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– more / most stand in a syntactic relation to the adjective like other words 

with degree semantics (less, very, rather, a bit etc.),

– a most + adj. = very.

– The category of Degrees of Comparison is not fully realized by English adjec-

tives: Neutral Qualitative adj. vs. Strong Qualitative and Relative adj. 

THE FIELD STRUCTURE OF THE CLASS OF ADJECTIVES 

o Central adjectives: Neutral Qualitative adj.

o Peripheral adjectives: Strong Qualitative adj., Relative adj. 

o Zones of syncretism between the class of Adjectives and other word classes: 

– Adj – N: substantivised adjectives

     (  full substantivation as a result of lexicalization when a new word 

(noun) has been formed); 

– Adj – V: participles. 

THE ADVERB IN ENGLISH 

o a class of notional words [Smirnitsky, Barkhudarov, Ilish] 

o General semantics: give a characteristic of another characteristic 

o They cover a wide range of semantic categories. Their major semantic groups 

are:
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Qualitative Adverbs Circumstantial 

Adverbs

denote the circum-

stances of an action 

named by a Verb 

Adverbs of Place, 

Time, etc. 

modify a quality named 

by an Adj or Adv 

Adverbs of Degree 

(Intensifiers and Down-

toners)

qualify an action 

named by a Verb 

Adverbs of Manner

o Morphological categories:

– form only the category of Degrees of Comparison which is only partially real-

ised by a limited group of Qualitative Adverbs. It is formed:  

1. synthetically:  

(1a) suppletive forms 

(1b) forms homonymous with the cognate adjective forms ( + -er, -est)
2. syntactically (more, most)

o Syntactic functions:

– the Adverbial / Adjunct to a Verb; 

– the Adverbial Modifier to an Adj / Adv; 

– sometimes the Attribute to a Noun which can stand either in postposition or in 

preposition to it. 

o a very heterogeneous class whose field overlaps with fields of other lexical-

grammatical classes – Prepositions and Conjunctions. Some of them are ho-

monymous though they perform different syntactic functions. 
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THE PRONOUN IN ENGLISH 

o a ‘part of speech’ 

o very different from other lexical-grammatical classes of words:

(1)  semantically: 

o have no denotational meaning, do not name objects of reality; 

o have very general and unspecified semantics of indication (= deixis) which is 

only actualised in context; 

o Semantic groups of Pronous: 

– Personal ProN; 

– Demonstrative ProN; 

– Reflexive ProN; 

– Reciprocal ProN;

– Possessive ProN;

– Indefinite ProN;

– Relative ProN;

– Interrogative ProN. 

(2) morphologically: 

o Only a few pronouns are variable while most are not: 

o Personal Pronouns have the morphological Category of Case which is differ-

ent from the Category of Case of the Noun:  

     –   the Common – Object – Genitive case forms with incomplete paradigms 

o Demonstrative and Personal Pronouns have the morphological Category of 

Number
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(3) syntactically: 

o have no syntactic functions of their own; substitute for words of other classes 

(= are used in their functions)  Syntactic groups of ProN: 

– Noun-Pronouns (= Substantivized ProN),

– Adjective-Pronouns (= Adjectivized ProN). 

o With some pronouns there is no substitution: 

     – I, you, they, ‘dummy’ it 

 an extremely heterogeneous class, but it has two defining characteristics 

which unite the class of pronouns and make it different from all the other word 

classes:

– no lexical meaning but semantics of indication; 

– no syntactic roles of their own but the function of substitution. 

THE NUMERAL IN ENGLISH 

o a class of notional words with two parallel sets – Cardinal and Ordinal Nu-

merals. 

o General semantics:  

– Cardinal Numerals express the idea of an abstract number; 

– Ordinal Numerals express the idea of the order of things in succession. 

o Morphologically unchangeable = have no formal morphological markers  

! Cardinal Numerals should not be confused with Nouns with numerical mean-

ing
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o Syntactic functions:

– the Attribute:

) in preposition to a noun; 

b) in postposition to some nouns: Cardinal Numerals in postposition to 

nouns which denote items within a set of things; Ordinal Numerals in 

postposition to certain proper names (e.g. dynasties);

– if they are used as Noun-substitutes they can function as:

– Subject;

– Object;

– Predicative;

– Adverbial of time. 

FUNCTION WORDS IN ENGLISH 

PREPOSITIONS vs. CONJUNCTIONS 

The Preposition The Conjunction

o Function (form) words, not ‘parts of speech’ proper

Linking words that connect 

two notional words notional words, or phrases, or 

clauses

o Semantics:  

don’t name, only indicate  

different types of grammatical or semantic relations 

Do they have any lexical meaning?  a lot of controversy 

o Have no formal morphological markers (= are unchangeable) 
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o Syntactically: they are not sentence constituents 

Are used: 

1) in a phrase: 

– they indicate a relation between 

two words the first of which gov-

erns the second (  which are at 

different levels of the syntactic hi-

erarchy).

The choice of the preposition is 

determined by  

– the Verb / Noun / Adjective 

which precedes it, or 

– the Noun/ ProN which follows it

1) in a phrase: 

– Coordinating Conjunctions (Co-

ordinators) join two  words of 

equal status 

2) in a simple sentence: 

– Coordinating Conjunctions join 

two  homogeneous sentence con-

stituents (of equal status) 

3) in a composite sentence: 

– Coordinating Conjunctions join 

two  clauses of equal status 

– Subordinating Conjunctions 

(Subordinators) join a subordinate 

clause to the main clause (

which are at different levels of the 

syntactic hierarchy). 

THE ARTICLE 

o How many articles are there in English?  2 points of view : 

1) the combination ‘article + noun’ is seen as an analytical noun form 

there are 3 articles: ‘a’, ‘the’, and the zero article; 

2) an article is seen as a separate function word  there are 2 articles: ‘a’
and ‘the’.

o Function words. 
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o Formal function: realise the Category of Definiteness / Indefiniteness and 

serve as noun determiners. 

o Semantics: have lexical meaning; only the grammatical meaning of Definite-

ness / Indefiniteness.

o Their semantic function is to specify the kind of reference a noun has; to es-

tablish a relation between the referent of a noun and the actual communicative 

situation ( ).

o  means of contextual information: the indefinite article introduces new 

info; the definite article identifies previously mentioned/ known info. + other 

uses of the articles. 

PART 2. TASKS FOR PRACTICAL CLASSES 

Task 1. Write each word, putting a hyphen between its morphemes. Identify and 

characterize the morphemes:

– segment morphemes: the root morpheme, derivational affixes, inflexional af-

fixes;

– non-segment morphemes: the zero morpheme, vowel interchange, stress shift. 

Example: disagreed:            dis  –  agree  –  d  

       deriv.    root      infl.
       Aff.      Morp.    Aff. 

Overcarefulness, activities, news, reviewed, unfortunately, stuck, unreliability, 
risen.
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Task 2. How many lexemes are there in each line? How many word forms of 

each lexeme? 

a. a building       build       built      builder     be building 
b. jump       has jumped         will be jumping 
c. fortunately     unfortunately        fortunate

Task 3. Fill the table below with information about the defining characteristics 

of the three major groups of vocabulary. 

‘Parts of speech 

proper’ / Lexical 

words

Function words 

Words outside the 

sentence structure / 

Inserts

General

semantics 

Formal 

morpho-

logical

properties

Functional

syntactic

properties

Task 4. Use the examples below to illustrate the consequences of sticking to 

only one principle when classifying words into classes. What conclusions can 

you make? 

A. The general semantic principle only:  

      (A) running (boy), running (shoes), (The boy is) running; 
      Red, redness, to redden;
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      (To) jump, (a) jump. 
B. The formal morphological principle only: 

Desk(s), gardener(s/ -‘s/ -s’), milk, honesty, police; wooden, quick(er);  
      work(ed/ -ing/ -s), hit(-ting/ -s); yesterday, sometimes; in, before, yet. 
C. The Functional syntactic principle only: 

Subject Predicate Object Adverbial

I
Someone
The bike 

Yours
Nick
Who

saw
has bought 

is new. 
is a nice car. 

had to go 
said

him
this book. 

it?

there yesterday. 

to the library. 

Task 5. In the passage below, identify the class each word belongs to:

o lexical words (parts of speech proper) – a noun, a lexical verb, an adjective, 

an adverb, a pronoun or a numeral;  

o function words – a preposition, a conjunction etc.; or

o words outside the sentence structure/ inserts, e.g. parenthetical elements. 

A: Um can you get me a screw driver? 
B: Where?  
A: Uh well just bring my tool box. 
B: Oh okay. Wow. Be careful. We’re gonna have to take off the light fixture…  
Do circuits run back there? 
A: Yep. 
B: Okay. Move this. You want me to take off this? Ouch! 
A: you okay? 
B: Yeah. I guess I should put on shoes. 
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Task 6. The following passage contains several nonsense words, which are un-

derlined. Identify the word class of each made-up word. Briefly state what evi-

dence you used to determine the word class. 

Other reports have remanstroted an even chranger positive bitegration with 
plasma charestarob, which is the main cholesterol-carrying wisotrotein.

Task 7. Identify the type of the genitive in the sentences below. 

1. This follows his company’s successful outdoor production of Shakespeare’s A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream in Saltburn’s* Valley Gardens last summer.
* Saltburn = a place in Scotland. 

2. Bank’s net loss. 
Europe’s richest indoor women’s tennis tournament in Brighton is in danger of 
collapsing after Midland Bank yesterday withdrew their sponsorship. 

Task 8. A. Do the genitive constructions below sound natural and correct? If 

they don’t, why not?

B. Can you rephrase them using prepositional constructions? 

1. his parents’ home 
2. the demonstrators’ crowd 
3. Spain’s inflation 
4. a grapes’ bunch 
5. the government’s denial of the need 
6. a paper’s sheet 
7. a book’s page 
8. This was a good idea of Johnny’s. 
9. It’s not my handwriting. It’s Celina’s. 
10.  the brutal child’s murder 
11.  the bread’s basket 
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12.  two hours’ sleep 
13.  socialism’s future 
14.  the car’s make 
15.  out of harm’s way 
16.  these questions’ kinds 

Task 9. Classify the following nouns as central or peripheral. Briefly state what 

evidence you used to do so. 

energy, desk, living, person, rubbish, cake, friend, cow, Jane, honesty, jogging. 

Task 10.  1) Underline each verb phrase in the sentences below.

                   2) What kind of verbs is it composed of? 

– Determine whether each verb is finite or non-finite. 

– Identify the type of the predicate. 

– Is the main verb transitive, intransitive, or copular (linking)? 

– Which verbal categories are formally marked in each verb? 

1. They had a nice chat. 
2. Did you have to do it or were you given a choice? 
3. I needn’t have watered the plants. It rained soon after I did.  
4. He turned on the light. 
5. You look lovely. 
6. People thought he might have been joking. 
7. She started working for the company a year ago. 
8. His knuckles go pale as he grips the door frame. 
9. The moon rose red. 
10.  We shall be meeting with all parties in the near future. 

Task 11. Identify and characterize different kinds of verbs. Which categories do 

they realize? 
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1. Varieties of crops should be cultivated which do not readily shatter. 
2. She insisted that she pay her way. 
3. I’d certainly tell you if I knew anything, but I don’t. 
4. I am not attempting to be evasive. 

Task 12. Classify the following –ed forms as part of a Passive Voice verb form 

or a predicative adjective. Briefly state what evidence you used to do so. 

1. We are delighted with the result. 
2. I ought to be excited. 
3. The silence was broken by the village crier. 
4. The wire is always broken. 
5. The problem was dealt with my developing a reference test. 
6. He is well educated. 
7. Those people got left behind in Vietnam. 
8. She got terribly frightened. 
9. Doherty was arrested in New York in June. 
10.  In two minutes, he was surrounded by a ring of men. 

Task 13. Classify the following adjectives as central or peripheral. Briefly state 

what evidence you used to do so. 

Narrow, wrong, the rich, good, aware, residential, Scottish, alive, elect, charm-
ing, external, ethnic, the (very) young, insensitive, lone, awful, long, afraid, 
blue, unique, square, glass, impossible, big, mere, the unforgivable. 

Task 14. The words below are syncretic elements. Which of their characteristics 

are adjectival, which are verbal and which are nominal ones? 

The Japanese, the wounded, the beautiful, running (kids), selected (stories)  
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Task 15. Identify the semantic category of each of the adverbs in these sen-

tences.

1. Don’t worry, he can’t have gone far. 
2. I almost believed it. 
3. We should be extremely cautious. 
4. He is dead serious all the time. 
5. It’s quite interesting. 
6. She always eats the onion. 
7. Automatically she backed away. 
8. …her tears dropping hotly among the quietly flowing dead leaves. 

Task 16. Classify the underlined words as Adverbs, Prepositions or Conjunc-

tions. Briefly state what evidence you used to do so. 

1. He walked past.
2. He walked past the house.  
3. He took the dog in.
4. He took the dog in the house. 
5. They’ve lived happily (ever) since.
6. They’ve lived happily since that day.   
7. They’ve lived happily since they got married. 

Task 17. Identify the class of each pronoun below. 

1. What did he say?  
2. Somebody tricked me. 
3. I won’t tell you how it ended. 
4. Is this yours, or mine? 
5. His house got broken into. 
6. I taught myself. 
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7. I like those. 
8. That’s all I know. 
9. He’s the guy who told me about this. 
10. They know each other pretty well.  

Task 18. Classify the underlined words as Numerals (Cardinal or Ordinal) or 

Nouns with numerical meaning. Briefly state what evidence you used to do so. 

1. I was doing my third week as a reporter. 
2. I’ve read two thirds of the article. 
3. Five is more than three. 
4. They bought their little son a three-wheeler. 
5. Damage is estimated at hundreds of millions of pounds. 
6. Over two hundred people have been arrested. 
7. Henry the 8th is said to have killed all his wives, isn’t he? 
8. You want bus 44. 

Task 19. Identify the lexical word class (part of speech) of the underlined words 

below. Briefly state what evidence you used to determine the word class. 

1a. I was flat on my back.
1b. I already told him to back off. 
2a. It’s pretty hard to do that. 
2b. I felt like I was pretty.
3a. Actually, it’s fun to horse around with danger.
3b. He is quite handy on a horse.
4a. The price was coming down all the time. 
4b. The coming weekend is relatively quiet. 
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Task 20. Each of the orthographic words below can belong to at least three dif-

ferent word classes. Use each word below in a sentence of your own to illustrate 

how it is used in different word classes, and indicate the class. 

before           early          inside           this           like

PART 3. TOPICS FOR SELF-STUDY AND PROJECT WORK 

1) Taking into account the semantic, morphological and syntactic criteria, 

classify the following groups of verbs as central or peripheral in the class: 

– lexical / content verbs;

– auxiliary verbs; 

– link / copular verbs; 

– modal verbs. 

2) What are the non-finite verb forms in English? What are the defining char-

acteristics of each of them in terms of (a) their semantics, (b) realization of 

morphological verbal categories, (c) syntactic functions? Give examples. 

3) Why are English non-finite verb forms classified as syncretic elements in 

the overlapping zones between the class of verbs and other word classes? 

Give examples. 

4) How fully is the Category of Degrees of Comparison realized by English 

adjectives?

5) The field structure of the class of Adjectives. Which groups of adjectives 

are central and which are peripheral? Give examples.

6) Why are substantivised adjectives classified as syncretic elements?

7) What are the defining semantic, morphological and syntactic characteristics 

of the English Adverb?

8) What are the defining semantic, morphological and syntactic characteristics 

of the English Numeral?   
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9) Which groups of English word are classed as Function Words? How are 

they different from Content words? 

10) What are the specific defining characteristics of the English Article? Does 

the Russian language have its counterpart as a grammatical means in the 

Category of Definiteness/ Indefiniteness? 

11) Prepositions and Conjunction: similarities and differences. 

12) What are the major distinctive characteristics of the morphological system 

of English? Does the Russian language have any similar characteristics? 

THEORETICAL ASPECTS OF THE COURSE. MORPHOLOGY 
1. Morphology: its objectives, subdivisions within Morphology, types of lan-

guage unit(s) studied. 

2. The problem of classifying words into parts of speech. The Field structure of 

a part pf speech.

3. Notional parts of speech vs. Function words. 

4. The Noun: Defining characteristics of the class. The Field Structure of the 

class of Nouns.

5. The category of Number of the Noun in the functional semantic field of 

Quantity.

6. The Noun. The problem of the category of Case. 

7. The Verb: Defining characteristics of the class. Classifications of verbs.

8. The Verb. The category of Tense in the functional semantic field of Tempo-

rality. Neutralisation of the opposition within the category. 

9. The Verb. The category of Correlation. Neutralisation of the opposition 

within the category. 

10.  The Verb. The category of Aspect in the functional semantic field of Aspec-

tuality. Neutralisation of the opposition within the category. 

11.  The Verb. The category of Voice in the functional semantic field of Direc-

tionality.
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12.  The Verb. The category of Mood in the functional semantic field of Modal-

ity.

13.  Non-finite verb forms. 

14.  The Adjective: Defining characteristics of the class. The field structure of 

the class of Adjectives. 

15.  The Adjective. The category of Degrees of Comparison.  

16.  The Adverb. Defining characteristics of the class.   

17.  The Numeral. Defining characteristics of the class 

18.  The Pronoun. Defining characteristics of the class 

19.  Function words: prepositions and conjunctions. 

20.  Function words: articles and particles. 
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