1.15. May  Week at Cambridge


The most interesting and bizarre time of the year to visit Cambridge is during May Week. This is neither in May, nor a week. For some reason, which nobody now remembers, May Week is the name given to the first two weeks in June, the very end of the University year. 


The paradox is pleasantly quaint, but is also in a way apt. May Week denotes not so much a particular period of time as the general atmosphere of relaxation and unwinding at the end of the year’s work. It starts for each undergraduate when he finishes his examinations and it continues until he “goes down” at the end of the term. 


Everything as far as possible has to happen in the open air: parties, picnics on punts, concerts and plays. May Week seems almost like a celebration of the coming of spring till then ignored in favour of sterner matters like examinations and this spirit of release seems to take over the entire town. 


People gravitate towards the river and on to the Baсks which are the broad lawns and graceful landscaped gardens behind those colleges which stand next to the rive: Queens, King’s, Clare, Trinity Hall, Trinity and St. John’s. The river banks are lined with strollers and spectators and there is a steady procession of punts up and down the Cam, some drifting slowly and lazily, others poled by energetic young men determined to show off their skill. 


Meanwhile the colleges are preparing feverishly for the various events in which May Week culminates; the most important of these are the May Balls, for which some girls plot years in advance to get invitations and the May Races. 


Rowing plays a very important part in Cambridge life, and no less then 128 crews of eight compete in the “Mays”, which are rowed over the period of four days. 


Music and drama also have a part to play in the festivities. Nearly every college in the University (and there are over twenty of them) holds a May Week Concert; at Trinity for example, there is a concert of Madrigals at which the performers and most of the audience sit in punts at dusk beneath the willows. Many of the colleges present a play in the open air. At Corpus Christy College the setting is the mediaval courtyard in which Christopher Marlowe lived over 400 years ago at Queens, a Tudor Court. 


At the Art theatre, the Footlights, a famous University club which specializes in revue, puts on its annual show. There is also a concert in King’s College Chapel, but it is almost impossible for the casual visitor to get tickets for this. 


The climax of May Week and for many undergraduates the final event of their university life, is the spate of college May Balls. When the river is lit up with coloured lights and flaming torches, brazilers glow in the gardens, marquees are erected in flood lit courts, ball-room orchestras compete for dances with string bands and pop groups and puts glide romantically down the river. And in the silver light of dawn couples in evening dress stroll leisurely, perhaps, rather dreamily through the Backs and the narrow deserted streets, until it is time to punt upstream through the meadows to breakfast at  Granchester or some other equally attractive spot.

1.16. The Beauty of Britain


We live in one of the most beautiful islands in the world. This is a fact we are always forgetting. When beautiful islands are mentioned we think of Trinidad and Tahiti. These are fine, romantic places, but they are not really as exquisitely beautiful as our own Britain. Before the mines and factories came, and long before we went from bad to worse with our arterial roads and petrol stations and horrible brick bungalows, this country must have been an enchantment. Even now, after we have been busy for so long flinging mud at this fair pale face, the enchantment still remains. Sometimes I doubt if we deserve to possess it. There can be few parts of the world in which commercial greed and public indifference have combined to do more damage than they have here. The process continues. It is still too often assumed that any enterprising fellow after quick profits has a perfect right to destroy a loveliness that is the heritage of the whole community. 


The beauty of our country is as hard to define as it is easy to enjoy. Remembering other and larger countries we see at once that one of its charms is that it is immensely varied within a small compass. We have here no vast mountain ranges, no illimitable plains. But we have superb variety. A great deal of everything is packed into little space. I suspect that we are always faintly conscious of the fact that this is a smallish island, with the sea always round the corner. We know that everything has to be neatly packed into a small space. Nature, we feel, has carefully adjusted things — mountains, plains, rivers, lakes — to the scale of the island itself. A mountain 12,000 feet high would be a horrible monster here, as wrong as a plain 400 miles long, a river as broad as the Mississippi. Though the geographical features of this island are comparatively small, and there is astonishing variety almost everywhere, that does not mean that our mountains are not mountains, our plains not plains. 


Our children and their children after them must live in a beautiful country. It must be a country happily compromising between Nature and Man, blending what was best worth retaining from the past with what best represents the spirit of our own age, a country rich in noble towns as it is in trees, birds, and wild flowers.

(from The Beauty of Britain by J.B. Priestley)

1.18. Hitch-Hiking


Hitch-hiking seems to be a rather controversial subject. Some people say, it’s extremely dangerous and advise you never to hitch-hike. Other say “Why not?” It’s a very cheap method of travelling and certainly, if you are a student it’s very, very useful. In my experience hitch-hiking has been both easy and difficult. In England, for example, I think it’s very easy to hitch-hike. In general, lorry drivers will always stop for you and pick you up. In any way, in England distances between towns are not very great and, in my opinion, not so many dangers on a short journey. I’ve always tried to hitch-hike with a friend, whenever possible a male, for protection, of course, and... er... talking to drivers who pick up hitch-hikers, they seem to prefer to pick up two... er... preferably — a boy and a girl together. 


I’ve spoken a bit about England, I(’ve) also hitch-hiked in France, I think I saw a different attitude there, and, in fact, it’s not encouraging to hitch-hike, and more than once I’ve been stopped by a policeman and asked to show my passport and give an excuse for why I was hitch-hiking. And in general, I find it is not so easy either to get lifts in France; people appear to be more suspicious, but I think, generally, if you make yourself conspicuous either as a student by wearing your University scarf or some obvious means of identification, I think the chances are quite, quite high of getting a lift.

To hitch-hike successfully in any country you must be able to do two things: attract attention and at the same time convince the driver at a glance that you don’t intend to rob or murder him. To fulfil the first requirement you must have some mark just to distinguish you at once from all other hitch-hikers. A serviceman for instance should wear his uniform, a student his scarf. In a foreign country an unmistakable indication of your own nationality will also arrest the driver’s attention. 


But even with careful preparation you must not assume that the task will be easy. You should be prepared to wait a little for there are drivers who confess to a fierce prejudice against, not to say hatred of hitch-hikers and would no more pick a hiker than march from Aldermaston to London. 


In America my average wait was half an hour and my longest two hours but I have heard of people waiting all day. They presumably took less pains to make themselves conspicuous. 


Nor must you assume that all the drivers who stop for you are nice normal people. On one occasion, I found myself driving with two boys of about nineteen, who turned out to be on the run from the police and were hoping to use me as an alibi. There are also lesser risks: you may find yourself in the car of a fascist fanatic, a Mormon missionary or just a bad driver. You can not tell, of course, until you are in the car, but you soon learn the art of the quick excuse that gets you out again. 


If the hitch-hiker in the United States will remember that he is seeking the indulgence of drivers to give him a free ride and is prepared to give in exchange, entertainment and company and not go to sleep he will come across the remarkable, almost legendary hospitality of the Americans of the West. It will also help if he can drive.

1.19. A Lecture

What it is to Know a Word

CS = Clare Sparrow

CS: So, how should we teach words? Before considering this point, it’s worth reflecting on what we mean by knowing a word. Obviously we have visual recognition — when we hear the word we can also picture it in its written form; and we have aural recognition — when we read it we can also hear it being said. From this ability to recognize a word comes the ability to produce it, that is to spell it correctly and to pronounce it correctly. There may be variations in spelling and pronunciation — note the controversy about controversy — but the majority of words have one accepted orthographic and phonological form. 


Knowing the meaning is a more complex issue. There are many words that we hear and more particularly that we read which we understand perfectly well in the context in which they are used, but which we do not use ourselves. We don’t use them because they are not near to hand — they’re filed away in less immediately accessible reaches of the mind. These words are said to be part of our “passive vocabulary”. Their meaning may be more or less clear to us — we could provide a passable definition of, say, wise as meaning something like clever and experienced without necessarily feeling confident of knowing when best to apply it ourselves. Through underuse accurate application of such words becomes more difficult. To know the meaning of these words truly we must be able to use them appropriately in a variety of contexts. In other words the speaker must be aware of certain factors determining their use: how the word fits into the syntax of the sentence, for example whether it takes a particular preposition or verb form after it, such as the infinitive or gerund; with what words it naturally collocates — an example of this would be to know that you can deny something categorically but not admit it categorically. Also we must be aware of register — could we say “I was a bit put out to hear that you are not going to place the order with us” in a business letter? Or similarly to your best friend “I regret to inform you that our meeting will have to be postponed”? Awareness of connotation is also vital: zeal is enthusiasm to be commended, but a zealot connotates someone who has lost his sense of proportion, a fanatic if you like. 


When we know a word in all these ways, it can become part of our active vocabulary. Whether it does or not hinges on having the right opportunity to try it out. It is the job of the teacher to provide opportunities which are inherently interesting and motivating: generally these will be situations in which students can refer to their own personal experience. Ideally students will constantly be asking, “How can I use it?”, “Can I say...?” or “Can I use... here?” They will be all the time pushing at the limits of a word in order to consolidate their understanding of its true meaning. The long-term reward is a larger vocabulary, the control of which has enormous benefits: it facilitates variety of expression and precision in communicating one’s ideas, which is what, after all, most of us aspire to both as speakers and as writers.

1.20. A Lecture on Architectural Development of London


You will all have seen from the handouts which you have in front of you that I propose to divide this course of lectures on the urban and architectural development of London into three main sections, and perhaps I could just point out right at the beginning, that there will be a good deal of  overlap between them. They are intended to stand as separate self-contained units. Indeed I would go as far as to say that anyone who tried to deal entirely separately with the past, the present and the course of development in the future, would be misrepresenting the way in which urban growth takes place.


Now by the way of introduction, I’d like to try and give some indication of how London itself originated; of what developmental trends were build into it, as it were, from the very outset, and of how these trends affected its growth. It started, of course, not as one, but as two cities. The Romans built a bridge across the Thames at a point where the estuary was narrow enough to make this a practical proposition; and the encampment associated with this bridge grew up on the North bank of the river. The principal fort of this encampment was on the site now occupied by the Tower. Further to the west, at a point where the river was formidable, an abbey — the Abbey of Westminster was founded, and two towns grew up side by side — one centred on the Roman camp, and the other on the Abbey.


Now in my next lecture I hope to demonstrate in detail that this state of affairs — this double focus, as we might call it — was of crucial importance for the subsequent growth of London as a city; and that it had, moreover, a decisive influence on the architecture associated with the city. But for the moment all I want you to do is to keep the fact of this double centre in mind, and to consider in a fairly general way what the earlier consequences were.


Well, the first consequence, I suppose, is that the importance of the river itself was increased. Obviously, the river was from the beginning vitally important as the link with the outside world — the routs followed by almost all traffic with the Continent. But in addition to this, it was also in the first place the most important means of communication between the town, centred on the Roman fort, which subsequently flew into the city of London — the city of trade and the Merchant Guilds, and the other town focused on the Abbey — the Royal city of Westminster.


That was the first, and in many ways the most vital consequence of the double centre, as we’ve called it. But now, before mentioning some of the other consequences — and there were many of them, some very important and some much less so — now, I’d like, if I may, to spend some time on this...
   APPENDIX 1
SELF EVALUATION SHEET

MEMORY WORK

Student’s Name                                             

                                                                                                         Max. points     My points

Knowledge of the text                                                                               5                           

Correct and clear pronunciation                                                                5

Adequate speech units division                                                                  5

Appropriate intonation patterns                                                                  5

Variety of voice ( pitch, tempo and loudness)                                            5

Proper extralinguistic behaviour                                                                5

 (eye-contact, posture, gestures, movement, facial expression)

Total sum
APPENDIX 2
SPEECH PEER REVIEW FORM

Task. Carefully read a partner’s speech at least twice, then answer the following questions.

1. What is the main idea of this speech?

2. Who is the intended audience? Is the tone appropriate for that audience?

3. Does the speech begin with any attention-getter?

4. Is there a clearly formulated thesis? How could the thesis be improved?

5. Does the introduction contain an easy-to-follow preview?

6. Does all the introduction in this speech support the thesis? If not, what information needs to be removed?

7. What kinds of information are given in support of the thesis (examples, facts, description, reasons)?

8. Is enough detailed information given to adequately support the thesis? What additional information is needed?

9. Are there any linking elements that make the speech coherent and clear?

10. Is there any part of the paragraph that is unclear or that you do not understand? If so, what needs more or clearer explanation?

11. Do you see any errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling or word choice? If so, note them down here?

12. What part of this speech do you like the most?

APPENDIX 3

SAMPLE SPEECH

INFORMATIONAL STYLE

Royal Ceremonies in Great Britain

“Every country has its customs”, say the British. Englishmen are very proud of their traditions and carefully keep them up. There are many traditions associated with historical facts, parliamentary, court and state ceremonies, university life. Among these are the Royal Ceremonies. Royal Ceremonies are kept alive because of the traditional English conservatism. I’d like to tell you about three Royal Ceremonies: Changing the Guard, Trooping the Colour and the Ceremony of the Keys.

One of the most impressive and popular displays of royal pageantry is Changing the Guard. It takes place at Buckingham Palace every day, including Sunday, at 11.30. The troops who take part are selected from the five regiments of Foot Guards. What is the procedure of the Ceremony? Two horse guards wearing scarlet uniforms with tall black fur caps, called the busby, on black horses are guarding the entrance to the Palace. By tradition the duty of mounting the Queen’s Guard is undertaken by a Regiment band.

Another ceremony of great importance is Trooping the Colour which is set aside as the Queen’s official birthday. This is usually the second Saturday in June. On this day the magnificent spectacle of Trooping the Colour takes place on Horse Guards’ Parade in Whitehall. The Queen is riding side-saddle on a highly trained horse. The colours of one of the five regiments of Foot Guards are trooped before the Sovereign. As she rides on to Horse Guards’ parade, the massed array of the Brigade of Guards, dressed in ceremonial uniforms, wait for her inspection. For twenty minutes the whole parade stands rigidly while being inspected by the Queen. Next comes the Trooping ceremony itself, to be followed by the famous March Past of the Guards to the music of mass bands, at which the Queen takes the Salute. The ceremony ends with the Queen returning to Buckingham Palace at the head of her Guards.

The third Royal Ceremony I’d like to draw you attention to is the Ceremony of the Keys. Every night at 9.53 p.m. the Chief Warder of the Tower of London lights a candle lantern and makes his way towards the Bloody Tower. In the Archway his Escort joins him and they move off to lock the West Gate and the Towers. Then they all return to the Bloody Tower and there they are halted by the challenge of the sentry. “Halt! Who goes there?” The Chief Warder answers, “The keys.” “Whose keys?” “Queen Elizabeth’s Keys!” “Advance, Queen Elizabeth’s Keys. All is well”, commands the sentry. The party then faces the main Guard of the Tower who orders to “Present Arms”. Afterward the Chief Warder doffs his Tudor-style bonnet and cries, “God preserve Queen Elizabeth.” “Amen”, answers the Guard and Escort. Then the Chief Warder proceeds to the Queen’s House, where the keys are given into the custody of the Resident Governor and Major.

All in all, we spoke about three Royal Ceremonies: Changing the Guard, Trooping the Colour and the Ceremony of the Keys. In fact, English life is full of traditions and many of them have long outlived themselves. Though they make no sense in the present day life, they are preserved because of the traditional English conservatism.

