
Section 2 
Academic life

8 Academic study
1 W ords to learn I

academic (adj) ЕШ1 
course (n) 
degree (n) 
department (n)

discipline (n) 
faculty (n)
higher education (n) 
institution (n) ETfll

international student (n) teach (v)
student (n) 
study (v) 
subject (n)

undergraduate (n) 
university (n)

Studying at university

Д I’m a student at the 
University of Oxford. I’m 
studying medicine and I 
plan to become a doctor.

Ш2 I’m a law student at 
Melbourne University. 
I’m doing a course in 
international law.

Q  I’m from Mumbai in India, 
but at the moment I’m at 
university in London. I’m 
an undergraduate in the 
first year of a three-year 
engineering course. There are 
lots of other international 
students on my course.

1 Complete the sentences about the three students using words from the box.
course international student student studying undergraduate university

1
2
3
4
5

Rebecca is a __________  in Oxford. She's in her second year at the moment.
She's doing a __________ in medicine and hopes to become a doctor when she finishes.
Yasuko is _________  law, in particular international law.
She's a t__________ in Melbourne, Australia.
Dipak is a n __________/___________ doing a course in engineering in London.

Usage note talking about your studies
Notice the different ways you can talk about your studies:
• I'm studying (medicine/law). • I'm at university in (Istanbul).
• I'm a student at (Bristol University). • I'm doing a course in (international law).
• I'm a (law) student. • I'm an undergraduate.

2 Choose the correct word to complete the sentences.

1 There are around 8,900 international students at I o f  Oxford University.
2 In 2014, around 11,700 students altogether were doing / making undergraduate courses at the 

university.
3 In 2015, 952 undergraduates were student/ studying medicine.
4 Around 960 students were doing courses of/ in history.
5 There were around 664 law students I studying.
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-  gher education
Q j  Most universities are divided into faculties, 

such as the Faculty of Science or the 
Faculty of Law. Each faculty is divided into 
departments. An academic department 
teaches courses in a particular subject 
or discipline, such as the Department of 
Engineering or the Department of History.

Read texts D and E about higher education. Mark the statements true (T) or false (F).

I Higher education includes high schools, colleges and other institutions. _
I At the end of a university course, students get a degree. __

A university faculty is larger than a department. __
4 A discipline is another word for a subject that you study. __
5 A university department usually teaches many different subjects. __

- Complete the web page using words from the box.

_______ of Clifton

________ of Sciences [Engineering3__________

Our4_________
• BSc in Civil Engineering
• BSc in Mechanical Engineering 
® BSc in Electronic Engineering

Department
Faculty
University
courses

P I  -  gher education includes courses at 
universities and other institutions, such as 
art colleges. A higher education course leads 
:c a degree, such as a BA (Bachelor of Arts) or 
2 BSc (Bachelor of Science). A degree course 
_s jally lasts for three or four years.

: Write the part of speech (noun, verb or adjective) of the highlighted word in each sentence.
► ? v v'.'PLE: She's a professor in the Faculty of Medicine at the University of London, i/iouw,

r >p< 'ke to students from different disciplines, including history, economics and engineering. __
I The website gives information about more than 200 academic institutions in the US. ____
: T oecome a lawyer, you need a university degree. ____
-  He teaches courses in the history of science and the history of technology. ____
5 The history department is on the third floor. ____

Usage note noun + noun
■Ve often use noun + noun combinations to talk about academic study and academic departments:

din) law/science/university /undergraduate student
the history /geography /engineering department (or the department o f history/geography /engineering) 
a(n) sdence/law/undergraduate/university degree 

But, we use the adjective medical: a medical student/degree (NOT a medicine student!degree)

5 Match the sentence halves.

1 She's studying for an engineering
2 There are some differences between the higher
3 Political science is an academic
4 The university welcomes international
5 We have changed the way we teach

a discipline that focuses on politics, 
b degree at Tokyo University, 
c students from all over the world, 
d education systems in the two countries, 
e science subjects at high school level.

Л/rite a short profile (two or three sentences) describing your own academic studies or what 
you plan to study. Try to use some of the words from the unit.
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