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Данное пособие представляет собой вводный курс в теорию и практику употребления артиклей в английском языке. В пособии описываются мнемонические наборы правил для пяти групп существительных – артикли с исчисляемыми нарицательными существительными; артикли с существительными, обозначающими материал; артикли с абстрактными неисчисляемыми существительными; артикли с именами собственными, обозначающими людей; артикли с географическими названиями. Более узкие наборы правил вынесены в пять приложений. Правила в каждом разделе объясняются на авторских примерах, каждый из которых был проверен как минимум двумя носителями языка.
К каждому разделу разработаны языковые упражнения и вариативные задания для тренировки письменной речи. 
Пособие адресовано как студентам 1 и 2 курсов факультетов иностранных языков педагогических университетов в рамках предмета «Практическая грамматика английского языка», так и широкому кругу изучающих английский язык на уровне Intermediate и выше.



INTRODUCTION
A Guide to English Articles is a comprehensive aid to assist a wide circle of learners in improving their command of English articles. At the same time, the book aims to develop the deep understanding of article patterns with the help of vivid, emotionally charged examples that give ESL learners an opportunity grasp the basic vocabulary they may find useful in describing everyday actions, activities, gestures, emotions and problems of common people in a number of social situations. 
The vocabulary topics tackled in the exercises include family, relationships and gender roles, age and aging, health and medicine, emotions and feelings, geography and studying, meals, music, art, philosophy, history, natural disasters. The examples selected for this book also abound in bright contextual examples on a variety of complex grammatical phenomena, such as tenses, complex object, gerundial and participial constructions, and modal verbs. 

The book consists of five units and the appendix. The units are focused on articles with class nouns, articles with nouns of material, articles with abstract uncountable nouns, articles with personal names, and articles with geographical names. The appendix gives sets of rules and simplistic examples on the use of articles with names of meals, names of seasons, parts of the day, names of diseases and common set phrases.

Each unit is accompanied by a set of ten exercises. The level of difficulty increases from the first to last exercise so that the student moves from reproductive to productive activities in the course of each unit. The exercises have the same pattern throughout the book. 

Exercise 1 suggests an extract from British or American fiction that has at least ten examples of nouns of the target group. The student shall find all the nouns of the group in the given passage and observe the use of articles in it. The aim of the exercise is for the students to learn to distinguish the patterns of article use. 

Exercise 2 lists short effective examples of article use. Each sentence contains a specific vocabulary unit that may be misunderstood, and the students may need to do some independent search to learn more about them. We suggest that the students also look the vocabulary unit up in an English-English dictionary. This is an exercise that requires a lot of time for some students and very little time for other students. It is better to do it at home before the class in the tempo comfortable for each individual student. It may be checked in class before discussing the theory. 

Exercise 3 is a standardized ‘fill in the gaps’ exercise aimed at explaining the articles that are usually understood from the context. The sentences abound in target vocabulary of the topics listed in the preface. This exercise may be an in-reading task that requires the students to focus on some topical group of words. The recommended strategy is assigning it for homework and then quickly checking it in class.

Exercise 4 offered contrasted pairs of sentences that show the same word in two or three different contexts that result in an article change. It is recommended that these sentences should be translated for comprehension control and then explained by the students, in small groups or in a large group under the guidance of the instructor. 

Exercise 5 displays a larger set of contrasted examples where the same meanings or reasons for an article may occur several times. This exercise also widens the range of thematic vocabulary so that the students have a chance to observe the article use in a variety of contexts.  This exercise may also be used for revision of the topic after a break or when returning to it after some time. 

Exercise 6 takes excerpts of precedent texts such as song lyrics, poems or popular TV shows and demonstrates article use in them. Students may be asked to paraphrase, explain, translate or interpret the excerpts given here. It may increase emotional impact on the students who recognize the familiar lyrics – but it may just as well turn out to be too difficult. This exercise needs the most careful preparation on the side of the instructor, too.

Exercise 7 follows the design of exercise 2, but now offers more complicated examples. They are often borrowed from fiction, newspapers, or popular science texts. At this point the instructor may choose to check the understanding of the phrases before passing over to the later exercises where the students should make up their own sentences to vary the patterns set by this exercise. 

Exercise 8 follows the design of exercise 3, but now it offers even more complicated examples which suggest some extra context behind them. The task of the students is to recognize the possible scenarios of how the story may develop, or what circumstances may precede the story hinted at by the sentence. This exercise needs a fixed time limit, clearly explained before doing the exercise or checking it in class. 

Exercise 9 offers an abridged passage from fiction that has at least ten examples of nouns of the target group. The articles are omitted, and the students need to fill in the gaps. This exercise can be easily checked by finding the given passage in the book cited, so this is an exercise that has answer key that can be easily accessed and should not be used for grading the students’ progress. 

Exercise 10 requires students to vary the patterns of article use and make individual sets of typical examples. These individual contextualized examples may serve as an aid for multiple repetitions of the patterns if the instructor asks the students to share them in pairs, and then change the pairs several times. The sentences may be used for pair translation, or be shared aloud in chain, or be written on a separate sheet for each pattern to form a bank of examples for each pattern.

With best regards,

Olesya A. Valger
Lecturer for English Department,
Faculty of Foreign Languages,
Novosibirsk State Pedagogical University
olesyavalger@gmail.com


CONTENTS
Introduction
Unit 1. Articles with class nouns	
Unit 2. Articles with nouns of material
Unit 3. Articles with abstract uncountable nouns 
Unit 4. Articles with personal names 
Unit 5. Articles with geographical names
Appendix 1. Articles with names of meals
Appendix 2. Articles with names of seasons
Appendix 3. Articles with parts of the day
Appendix 4. Articles with names of diseases.
Appendix 5. Articles with common set phrases
Recommended sources


Unit 1. Articles with class nouns	

WHAT ARE CLASS NOUNS? 
Class nouns are common countable nouns. They denote a kind, a type, a class of a thing they name. When the speakers use a class noun (e.g. the noun ‘pen’), they may refer to the whole class of objects or to the specific object they see, remember or look for. 
e.g. “I need a pen” – one of the representatives of a given class.
       “I need the pen. Give it back, please” – the specific pen you are holding in your hand.
Nouns of this group can be concrete or abstract: the word ‘a cat’ and the word ‘an idea’ follow the same rules of article use. Collective nouns are also included in this group (e.g., the words ‘family’, ‘audience’, ‘government’, ‘team’, ‘jury’, etc.)

COMMON RULES

THE DEFINITE ARTICLE is used with class nouns:

1. When the noun denotes a thing or things singled out from all the things of a given class. This can take place in the three cases:

a) both the speaker and the listener know what object is meant. 
e.g. How did you like the play? Did you understand the plot? What’s the name of the cat? 

b) the speaker uses a limiting attribute to single out an object from all the objects of the class. It is usually expressed by an ‘of-phrase’ or an attributive clause in post position.
e.g. This is the house that Jack built. Do you know where the house of his mother is? 

c) the situation itself makes the object definite. 
e.g. The wedding was strange: the bride was too old, and the bridegroom too young. 
       We rode through the forest. The horses were unquiet – they smelled wolves. 

2. When the noun denotes a thing unique, and the listener has no chance to misinterpret which object the speaker refers to because there is only one thing like that in the world. 
e.g. the sun, the moon, the sky, the universe, the atmosphere, the world, the earth, the ground. 

3. When the noun is used in the generic sense and denotes a thing as a type, a genre, a whole. The generic sense is often used in statements about history which are not necessarily true for all the modern things of this class. 
e.g. The telephone was invented in the 19th century. 
       The tragedy and the comedy first appeared in Ancient Greece. 
       The cat was domesticated in the Neolithic period.

Note: do not mix up the generic and the general sense. A noun in the general sense denotes an individual representative of a class; it means that any object like this has the same features. 
e.g. A detective story helps to while away the time. Conan Doyle is a master of the detective story. 

4. When the noun is modified by an adjective in the superlative degree or an ordinal numeral. 
e.g. She is the best pupil in the class. Everest is the highest mountain in the world. Let’s enter the second room. In fairy tales, the third attempt is often lucky. 

5. When the noun in the plural is preceded by ‘some of’, ‘many of’, ‘none of’, ‘most of’, ‘all of’, ‘one of’, ‘several of’ and denotes a limited group of things. 
e.g. Many of the students were present. Some of the pages were missing. None of the reporters will ask this question. Most of the people on the platform were crying. One of the versions of this myth claims that the character refused to take the gold. 

Note: do not mix up this case with the case when the noun in the plural represents an unlimited group of things, and there is no preposition ‘of’.
e.g. Most people in the world live in cities. Some trees bloom in early March. Many incurable diseases can be easily prevented. All people are created equal. 

6. With nouns modified by the pronoun ‘same’ or a limiting adjective such as ‘wrong’, ‘right’, ‘very’, ‘only’, ‘main’, ‘central’, ‘following’, ‘principal’, ‘previous’, ‘present’, ‘current’, ‘former’, ‘latter’, etc.
e.g. Sorry, this is the wrong number. Which is the right way to Exeter? You are the very man I want to talk to. In the previous episode Doctor House is taken to prison. The principal office of the bank is in Hong Kong. 
Two young graduates, John and Clive, founded the reading club together. The former man wrote The Lord of the Rings. The latter man answered the challenge with The Chronicles of Narnia.

7. With substantivized adjectives and participles. 
e.g. Fortune favours the brave. It used to be a dirty district where the poor lived. The happy don’t keep track of time. The industrious don’t take coffee breaks. 

THE INDEFINITE ARTICLE is used with class nouns in the singular:

1. When the speaker presents a thing expressed by a noun as belonging to a certain class. The speaker specifies the type of the thing but does not care which exact thing it is. 
e.g. I see a table, a chair, and a shelf in the room. A boy was walking in the street. 
In the plural, we use ‘some’ or the zero article: I see some tables. Boys are walking in the street. 

2. When the noun has the function of a predicative in the sentence. 
e.g. My grandfather was a sea captain. He was a strong man. He was not a coward. 
In the plural, the zero article is used: Our grandfathers were sea captains. They were strong men. They were not cowards.

3. When the noun is used in a general sense and the article has a meaning of ‘every’.
e.g. A cat is a domestic animal. A developed nation welcomes immigrants. A telephone number is a sequence of digits assigned to a telephone subscriber.
In the plural, the zero article is used: Cats are domestic animals. 

4. In two cases the indefinite article has preserved its old meaning of ‘one’:
a) with nouns denoting time, measure, weight. 
e.g. A week or two passed. Just a minute! A gallon of fuel is $3.49 at this gas station.  
b) with the numerals ‘hundred’, ‘thousand’, ‘million’, ‘billion’, etc. and the noun ‘dozen’. 
e.g. A hundred or so men were sitting round the fire. He bought a dozen ties. We have a thousand questions. This cute video has reached a billion views. 

5. When a class noun is modified by a descriptive attribute. A descriptive attribute gives some additional information about a thing, but does not single it out as a definite one.
e.g. I saw a tall good-looking man. A pearl-white moon smiles through the green trees. 
In the plural, the zero article is used: Cats are domestic animals.

THE ZERO ARTICLE is used with class nouns in the plural instead of the indefinite article.  

[bookmark: _Hlk21205756]EXERCISE 1. Find all the class nouns in the passage. 
Seventeen years ago, a string of unfortunate events led to my being banned from a hotel in British Columbia. I would like to explain the incident.
In 2001, I had recently joined my current employer and I was also in the Canadian Naval Reserve. My employer was hosting a customer conference at the Empress hotel and it was my first event with the company.
I told my navy buddies that I was coming, and I was asked to bring “Brother’s Pepperoni” from Halifax. It is a local delicacy. Because this was the navy we were talking about, I brought enough for a ship. In a hurry, I had filled a suitcase with pepperoni for my friends. Some of it was wrapped in plastic, some in brown paper. I took whatever Brothers would sell me.
This was the bag that the airline misplaced.
The bag reappeared the next day. I knew that the pepperoni would still be “good”. It had only been at room temperature for a short time. It would, however, be quite some time before I could turn it over to my friends. Just to be safe, I decided that I should keep it cool.
My room was a nice, big, front-facing room on the fourth floor. It did not have a refrigerator. It was April, the air was chilly. An easy way to keep all this food cool would be just to keep it next to an open window. I lifted one of the sashes and spread the packages of pepperoni out on the table and window sill. Then, I went for a walk for about 4 or 5 hours.
When I had covered enough ground, I returned to the hotel. I remember walking down the long hall and opening the door to my room to find an entire flock of seagulls in my room. I didn’t have time to count, but there must have been about forty of them and they had been in my room, eating pepperoni, for a long time.
[continued in exercise 9] 

EXERCISE 2. Explain the articles in the following sentences.
1. A personal water bottle helps to save a kilo of plastic waste a month. 
2. He gave me a message for you.
3. She is the laziest woman in the village. 
4. The injured man does not understand Spanish. We need to find an English doctor.  
5. The road past the church was quiet. 
6. We returned to the empty house.
7. I live in the same old house, walk the same stairs, and sleep in the same room.
8. You’ve never bought a car before, right?
9. I don’t know how to talk to children. 
10. It’s just a mile to the post office. 
11. We sat round the table in the kitchen. 
12. “We are a curious people,” he said to the passenger. 
13. He soon bought a deserted farm eight miles away from the city. 
14. He bought the deserted farm he saw when he first came to Yorkshire. 
15. She put down the cup and got up. 
16. When we were eating the turkey, the last guest arrived. 
17. There was not a cloud in the sky. 
18. She answered a soft knock at the door, and a maid came in with a tray. 
19. The unemployed occupied the park for a peaceful demonstration. 
20. Most of the people in the house heard the sound of a shot in the garden.

EXERCISE 3. Fill in the gaps and explain your choice.
1. Let me introduce our next guest. Janet is __ full-time teacher and ___ mother of two.
2. ___ identical twins, who share ___ same genes, are often asked to take part in research. 
3. ___ couple are unable to have ___ children of their own, so they are planning to adopt __ orphan.
4. The state will inherit all of Mr. Lard’s property. No-one was able to locate even ___ distant relative of his. ___ only close relative of his passed away three years earlier. 
5. Who is ___ lady downstairs? Ah, I see. She is ___ distant cousin who arrived from Belgium. 
6. Do you know ___ family next door?
7. ___  cat family includes lions and tigers. 
8. ___ nephews and nieces were all gathered around ____ table chattering happily over their food.
9. _____ old countess was determined to marry all of her sons to __ rich women.
10. This roller-coaster is 15 meters high. Children under 14 should be accompanied by __ parent.
11. Dad, we have news for you. You are going to become __ grandfather. I’m sure you will make ___ fantastic grandfather. Probably, ___ best grandfather in ___ world!
12. And now to criminal news. ___ elderly widow was attacked and robbed in Orchard Street this afternoon. ___ widow, Mrs. Angela Barns, contacted ___ police immediately. 
13. Paul claims to be __ descendant of King Charles I.
14. Welcome to the team! Everybody here is like __ big extended family, so don’t pay attention to their jokes. 
15. I learned my sense of propriety from my grandmother, ___ matriarch of the family.
16. ___ ancestor is ___ member of your family who lived a long time ago. For example, my ancestors were Cuban. 
17. The two stepbrothers were completely different. William was shy; Louis was bold. Where ___ former brother agreed, __ latter one always argued. 
18. Many of ___ relatives arrived for the wedding early. 
19. She's ___ famous New York divorce lawyer.
20. We enjoyed visiting the family regularly. ___ mother was always hospitable, ___ father had a refreshingly dark sense of humor, and ___ children were charming. 


EXERCISE 4. Explain the difference between these pairs of sentences. 
1. I’ve found a key.   
    I’ve found the key. 

2. This is a local library. 
    This is the local library. 

3. A stout man came up and shook hands. 
    The stout man came up and shook hands. 

4. She was sitting by the fire and reading a book. 
    She was sitting by the fire and reading the book.

5. The first-year could not answer the question.
    The first-year could not answer a question. 

6. The electrical telegraph was first commercialised in 1839 and later was improved into the telephone.  
    An electrical telegraph sends and receives encoded messages via an electrical line. 

7. The children want to listen to a story.
    The children want to listen to the story.

8. Put the box on the table.
   Put the box on a table.

9. The burglars broke the window and got inside.
    The burglars broke a window and got inside.

10. Amelia Earhart’s plane crashed on a deserted island.
      Amelia Earhart’s plane crashed on the deserted island. 


EXERCISE 5. Explain the reasons for the articles in these sets of contrasted examples.
1. house
We decided to sell the house and move back to Seattle.
They live in a really big house in Hampstead.
He makes money by renovating old houses and selling them on.

2. basement
The basement of the house had sustained heavy damage and part of the ceiling had collapsed.
If a character in a horror movie wants to search for some small object, there is naturally only one place for that: the basement. 
Houses with a basement tend to be slightly more expensive.
I hate creepy basements; they make me feel claustrophobic. 

3. car
Daria got out of the car and locked the door. 
The police cars drove off at top speed.
Brian isn’t old enough to drive a car.
A car suddenly pulled out in front of me. 
Cars were parked on both sides of the road.

4. traveller
The traveller planned her route carefully and always kept a map in her backpack.
Exotic fruits may provide a wonderful meal for the traveller, but some contain a deadly poison.
As a seasoned traveller I know the value of being able to speak the local language.
Air travellers know how annoying it is to be late for your flight. 

5. opinion
When choosing an insurance company it’s best to get an independent opinion.
They have a very high opinion of Paula’s art work.
The general opinion seems to be that the government has made a mess of the war.
The opinion that GMO is harmful in any way is ungrounded in any medical research. 
People have strong opinions about this subject.
We asked twenty people to answer the same question. Opinions varied greatly. 

6. plant
Don’t forget to water the plants.
He leaves his house key under the potted plant on the porch.
Many of the plants have been collected in India. 
What should you do if your child has eaten a poisonous plant?
It is not an easy plant to grow.
Exotic plants can be grown in a greenhouse.

7. week
She thought about what a colleague had said to her the previous week.
We booked another appointment for the following week.
It would probably take a week to hike that far.
If he hasn’t phoned in a week, I’ll phone him.
My car has been stolen, I’ve lost my keys and George has been fired. What a week!
Weeks passed, I still didn’t get a letter from the admission office. 

8. government
The US government has tightened restrictions on firearms.
Structural reforms are unlikely under the present government.
It was a major scandal that nearly brought down the government.
It was difficult for the central government to collect taxes in remote areas.
The local government has been unable to meet the demand for affordable housing.
Neither party had the majority necessary to form a government.
A new government was elected last October.
The country has had a succession of weak coalition governments.
Governments change, but peoples stay. 

9. genre
Italian filmmakers made their own versions of the classic Hollywood genres - the western, the gangster film, the musical.
Diaries and travel notes had been functional. In the eighteenth century the first modern novelists recognized that the genre could be used to tell a story.
This movie is much better than others of the horror genre.
Science fiction as a genre is relatively new.
The spy thriller is a very commercial genre.

10. book
I'm reading a book about a little girl who was a slave in 19th century Atlanta.
She wrote a book of short stories, but it never got published.
This, I emphasize, is not a book about military management.
The book was an immediate success.
Everyone was waiting for the new Harry Potter book to come out.
I can read Tom like a book – he is eager to leave but does not want to be impolite. 
Love of books is the most rewarding kind of love. 


EXERCISE 6. Explain the use of articles with class nouns in the following song lyrics:    
1. Hey, call me back when you get this, or when you've got a minute, we really need to talk. Wait, you know what: maybe just forget it, cause by the time you get this, your number might be blocked.
(Billie Eilish, Party Favor)
2. Welcome to the Hotel California. Such a lovely place (x2). The last thing I remember: I was running for the door. I had to find the passage back to the place I was before. 
(The Eagles, Hotel California)
3. Walking down the street, distant memories are buried in the past forever. I follow the Moskva down to Gorky Park, listening to the wind of change. 
(Scorpions, Wind of Change)
4. If we’d go again all the way from the start, I would try to change the things that killed our love.  (Scorpions, Still Loving You)
5. The time will come when you’ll have to rise above the best, improve yourself, your spirit never dies. (Imagine Dragons, Warriors)
6. In Europe and America there’s a growing feeling of hysteria conditioned to respond to all the threats in the rhetorical speeches of the Soviets. Mr. Khrushchev said “We will bury you”. I don’t subscribe to the point of view: it would be such an ignorant thing to do if the Russians love their children too. There is no monopoly in common sense on either side of the political fence: we share the same biology regardless of _ ideology. 
(Sting, Russians)
7. No more champagne, and the fireworks are through. Here we are, me and you, feeling lost and feeling blue. It’s the end of the party, and the morning seems so grey, so unlike yesterday. Now’s the time for us to say: Happy New Year, may we all have a vision now and then of a world where every neighbor is a friend. 
(Abba, Happy New Year)
8. You may say I’m a dreamer, but I’m not the only one. I hope someday you’ll join us, and the world will be as one. 
(John Lennon, Imagine)
9. How many __ roads must a man walk down before you call him a man? <…> Yes, and how many times must a man look up before he can see the sky? Yes, and how many __ ears must a man have before he can hear ___ people cry? The answer, my friend, is blowing in the wind. The answer is blowing in the wind. 
(Bob Dylan, Blowing in the Wind)
10.  I see __trees of green, __red roses too, I see them bloom for me and you, and I think to myself “What a wonderful world”. 
(Lois Armstrong, What a Wonderful World)

EXERCISE 7. Explain the reasons for the articles in these quotes. 
1. Only two things are infinite, the universe and human stupidity, and I’m not sure of the former. (Albert Einstein)
2. A successful man is one who can lay a firm foundation with the bricks others have thrown at him. (David Brinkley)
3. A loving person lives in a loving world. A hostile person lives in a hostile world. Everyone you meet is a mirror. (Ken Keyes)
4. You must be the change you wish to see in the world. (Mahatma Gandhi)
5. Religion is regarded by the common as true, by the wise as false, and by the rulers as useful. (Lucius Annaeus Seneca)
6. The educated differ from the uneducated as much as the living differ from the dead. (Aristotle)
7. No man ever steps in the same water twice, for it is not the same water and he is not the same man. (Heraclitus)
8. Everything we hear is an opinion, not a fact. Everything we see is a perspective, not the truth. (Marcus Aurelius)
9. Gratitude is not only the greatest virtue, but the parent of all others. 
(Marcus Tullius Cicero)
10.  You can discover more about a person in an hour of play than in a year of conversation. (Plato)

EXERCISE 8. Explain the reasons for the articles in these fiction quotes. 
1. Nowadays __ people know the price of everything and the value of nothing. 
(Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray)
2. Nothing is so painful to the human mind as a great and sudden change. 
(Mary Shelley, Frankenstein)
3. What are __ men to __ rocks and __ mountains? 
(Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice)
4. But that is the beginning of a new story – the story of the gradual renewal of a man, the story of his gradual regeneration. That might be the subject of another story, but the present story is ended. 
(Fyodor Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment)
5. Hell is empty, and all of the devils are here. (William Shakespeare, Tempest)
6. Sometimes the Bible in the hand of a man is worse than a whiskey bottle in the hand of another. (Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird)
7. A book is a loaded gun in the house next door. Burn it. (Ray Bradbury, 451 Fahrenheit)
8. Experience teaches only the teachable. (Aldous Huxley, Brave New World)
9. A road is like a great river: __ springs at every doorstep and every path a tributary. 
(JRR Tolkien, Lord of the Rings)
10. A rat in a maze is free to go anywhere as long as it stays inside the maze. 
(Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale) 

EXERCISE 9. Fill in the articles and explain your choice. 
I waded through __ birds and opened ___ remaining windows. Most of ___ gulls left immediately. One tried to re-enter ___ room to grab ___ piece of pepperoni and in my agitated state, I took off one of my shoes and threw it at him.
Both ___ gull and ___ shoe went out ___ window.
By this time, I was down to one gull left in the room, but it was __ big one, and it didn’t want to leave. I grabbed ___ bath-towel and jumped it. I wrapped it in ___ towel and threw it out of ___ window.
I had forgotten that seagulls cannot fly when they are wrapped in ___ towel.
___ room was BAD. There was a lot of damage. I then realized that I had only a few minutes before ___ important dinner and that I only had one shoe.
I made my way to one of ___ side doors and recovered both ___ shoe and __towel. The shoe was ___ mess. I took it back to ___ room. I went into __ washroom and rinsed the mud off of my shoe. Now I had one wet, dark shoe, and one dry, light-coloured shoe.
In retrospect, I should have just wet ___ dry shoe. Instead, I choose to dry__ wet shoe using ___ little hairdryer. It was actually doing quite well. I had ___ hairdryer jammed in there when ___ phone rang.
I walked into ___ next room to answer it and ___ power went off. It turned out that ___ hairdryer had vibrated free of ___ shoe and fallen into ___ sink full of water. I didn’t know how much of the hotel’s power I had knocked out, but at that point I decided I needed help.
I called ___ front desk and asked for someone to come help me clean up ___ mess. I can still remember ___ look on ___ lady’s face when she opened ___ door. I had absolutely no idea what to tell her, so I just said “I’m sorry” and I went to dinner. When I came back, my things had been moved to ___ much smaller room. 
I thought that was ___ end of it until I was told later that my company had received a letter banning me from the Empress hotel.
[abridged from a Facebook post by Nick Burchill, Dartmouth, Canada]

EXERCISE 10. Read these common class nouns, tick off the ones you do not know or remember and find their meaning. Make your own contrasted examples with one noun from each column. 

	council
	feeling
	team
	cottage

	government
	opinion
	participant
	cellar

	court
	reason
	member
	canteen

	society
	challenge
	athlete
	chapel

	department
	policy
	character
	tower

	region
	decision
	learner
	cabin

	campaign
	stage
	speaker
	cockpit

	budget
	approach
	applicant
	seat

	cabinet
	theory
	employee
	municipality

	agency
	opportunity
	guest
	town




Unit 2. Articles with nouns of material
WHAT ARE NOUNS OF MATERIAL?
Nouns of material are concrete uncountable nouns. Normally they denote substances, materials, liquids that things are made of. A small number of nouns that give collective names to groups of inanimate objects (furniture, baggage, luggage, equipment, machinery, etc.) are included in this group as well. 

COMMON RULES
THE ZERO ARTICLE is used with nouns of material when:
1) they are used in a general sense.
e.g. Dry wood catches fire easily. Water is the basis of life on this planet. Ink leaves lasting stains. Children like snow. Antique furniture can be bought in flea markets. Recycled paper can be turned into cardboard.
2) they nominate the substance.
e.g. The chessboard is made of sandal wood. These pills were dissolved in water. She ticked off the names written in violet ink. The ground was covered with snow. He hoped he would save enough money to buy new furniture. The present was wrapped in colorful paper.

Note: If the speaker nominates a small amount of a substance but it is not specified by a limiting attribute, we may use the pronoun “some” instead of the zero article.  
e.g. I’m so thirsty, I need some water.  Shall I open the window? We really need some fresh air in the room.  

THE DEFINITE ARTICLE is used with nouns of material when:
1) the definite article has a limiting meaning, i.e. the substance nominated by the noun is understood as a restricted quantity of it in the specific situation.
e.g. Together they walked through the slush and mud. The soup smelled delicious. The wood was dry, and soon the fire burnt bright and warm. The water did not look inviting. The queen was sitting by the window and staring at the snow. Who bought the furniture? 
2) the noun of material is modified by a limiting attribute. 
E.g. The furniture they had was enough for a much bigger house. The bread from the bakery tasted like soap. James dropped the wood he had gathered. The water in the bottle is not very clean. The snow outside is pristine white. The museum bought all the furniture from Napoleon’s prison on St Helena Island. 

THE INDEFINITE ARTICLE is not used with nouns of material in their primary meaning. 
However, a noun of material can become countable when it means:
1) A portion of food or drink. 
e.g. We will make a stop to have a coffee and use the restroom. BUT: He went back to his room in the hotel and ordered coffee. She chose a soup and a salad. BUT:  This diner sells cheap chicken soup.
2) A sort of food. 
e.g. Age doesn’t matter unless you are a cheese. BUT: Bacteria are necessary to make cheese. A fine wine has a complex taste. BUT: According to the legend, Jesus turned water into wine. 

Note: a lot of concrete uncountable nouns have a secondary meaning in which they are class nouns:
e.g. The detective bough a paper from the news stand and looked at the front page. 
The child was presented a giant box of chocolates for her birthday. 
Nobody had any time to cook, so we opened a tin of sardines instead. 
The medical attendant set a glass of water on the bedside table. 
The rescue workers built a fire to keep the refugees warm. 

EXERCISE 1. Find all the nouns of material in the passages. 
A. The beer was brown, the bread black, the stew a creamy white. She served it in a trencher hollowed out of a stale loaf. It was thick with leeks, carrots, barley, and turnips white and yellow, along with clams and chunks of cod and crabmeat, swimming in a stock of heavy cream and butter. It was the sort of stew that warmed a man right down to his bones, just the thing for a wet, cold night. Davos spooned it up gratefully. [by George R.R. Martin] 

B. The Company cared no longer for watchers or unfriendly eyes. Their hearts were rejoiced to see the fire. The wood burned merrily; and though all round it the snow hissed, and pools of slush crept under their feet, they warmed their hands gladly at the blaze. There they stood, stooping in a circle round the little dancing and blowing flame. A red light was on their tired and anxious faces; behind them the night was like a black wall of solid rock. [by J. R.R. Tolkien]

EXERCISE 2. Explain the articles in the following sentences.
1. People who drop litter can be fined in most cities.
2. Wait for the glue to dry before you hang the frame on the wall. 
3. Rather than providing a solution, their statements merely added fuel to the fire.
4. The whole family had red hair.
5. Please keep off the grass.
6. The belt is made of fine calfskin leather.
7. It took muscle to work in an old-fashioned kitchen where every little thing was made of metal. 
8. A red clay called ‘laterite’ was used to make roads.
9. Fire is a surface reaction of oxygen and carbon. It releases carbon monoxide which migrates outward and upon encountering oxygen burns to carbon dioxide.
10. The town was buried under three feet of snow.
11. Wash the dirt off those boots before you come in.
12. To build the tunnel, they had to cut through 500 feet of solid rock.
13. He picked up one of the shirts made of pure cotton. The cotton was fine and pleasant to the touch.
14. I'm going out to get some wood for the fire.
15. Apples are basically a mixture of water, sugar, fibre and little else.
16. Norton had a bowl of cereal daily. He sold cereals and made it a rule to try a new one every morning.
17. Prepare a white sauce by melting the butter in a pan with the flour. Pour the sauce over the pasta. 
18. Pork is the most widely consumed meat in the world, followed by poultry, beef, and mutton.
19. Wash the interior of the dishwasher with baking soda or mild detergent.
20. Shampoo often comes packaged in plastic, only a small fraction of which gets recycled.

EXERCISE 3. Fill in the gaps and explain the use of articles in the following sentences.
1. __ porridge is burnt again! __ cheese smells rotten, __ butter is rancid. What a disaster. 
2. __perfume smells like a Christmas tree. 
3. Plants have long been used for making __perfume. 
4. They went to the market to buy __fresh fruit.
5. The volcano buried the town in __ash and __lava. Centuries later archeologists excavated it from __ ash. 
6. Isolating children from the real world is like building a fence with __barbed wire around a school. 
7. The radio doesn’t work; it is not even attached to __ wire.
8. The UN Peace Program provides __food, __fuel, __shelter and __clean water for families in areas of conflict. 
9. __ new fuel for commercial aircrafts would be very useful if it produced less waste and pollution. 
10. Owning Picasso's brushes and __ paint does not make you an artist.
11. The fever should go down quickly after you take __ medicine.
12. If the total weight of __passenger baggage, including __hand luggage, does not exceed 10 kg, the number of checked pieces of __free baggage is not limited.
13. The queen always carried a vial of __poison with her. It was __ medicine in small doses, but __ deadly poison if anyone drank the whole vial. 
14. __ iron is broken; it doesn't release__ steam when I press the button.
15. Does the building have an elevator large enough for __ furniture?
16. I always carry my own bag made of __ fabric. I don’t like all ___ plastic they give you at the store. 
17. Wrap the loaf in ___foil and bake in a 180C oven for twenty minutes. Open ___ foil so that ___ bread browns and crisps.
18. ___petrol is a British name for ___ gasoline. The substance is made of ___ oil, or ___petroleum, which is a more specific name for __oil. 
19. Joe was as red as a lobster and stayed in the shade, staring at the sunbathers lying on ___ sand.
20. The sailor reeked of ___liquor and ___ sweat. ___ liquor was probably ___ rum. 

EXERCISE 4. Explain the difference between these pairs of sentences. 
1. Please pass the bread.
    We need to buy bread, cheese and sausage. 

2. Do you take sugar in your coffee?
    The sugar smells weird. I think I’ll pass. 

3.  Would you like some coffee?
     She stopped in a café to have a quick coffee.

4. The restaurant serves good food at affordable prices.
     I love Italian food, especially pasta.

5. Soft coal is notorious for its content of pollutants, such as sulfur.
    The coal is damp, and we need to dry it before burning. 

6. From the pocket of the shirt he took a toothbrush and a small piece of soap.
    Bar soap is a much greener choice than body wash. 

7. Each recipe was written down on a separate sheet of paper.
    Gladston bit at the tip of the pen and stared at the white paper in front of him. 

8. Snow was falling heavily as we entered the village.
    I could see footprints in the snow.

9. The teenagers were not allowed to wear make-up to school.
    The audience noticed the artful make-up that made the actor look like a black swan indeed. 

10. A lot of money was spent on the equipment of the new hospital.
      The store sells a wide range of camping equipment.

EXERCISE 5. Explain the reasons for the articles in these sets of contrasted examples.
1. coffee 
Instant coffee is produced by brewing ground roasted coffee to a strong concentrate.
Shall I make a pot of coffee?
He poured the coffee out into mugs.
Barbara sipped at the coffee and gave an approving smile. 
I needed some strong coffee to wake me up.
He went up to the counter and ordered a black coffee.
A variety of gourmet coffees are on sale.

2. fruit
Try to eat plenty of fresh fruit and vegetables.
Dried fruit is raisins or prunes, or more exotic kinds of fruit dried in the sun.
Like most fruit, mangos are a good source of fibre and Vitamin C.
The fruit of this apple tree is rather sour and is only good for jam.
I’m going to have some fruit and cereal for breakfast. 
Jack grows a variety of fruits and vegetables in the garden.

3. ice 
We could feel the ice cracking beneath our feet.
The ice in my glass had begun to melt.
Her hands are as cold as ice. 
Ice was forming on the surface of the lake.
The ice is too thin to skate on.
Ice is the solid form of water. 
The fish were packed in blocks of ice, ready for transportation.
Drive carefully - there's ice on the road.

4. metal
The car is as good as new. Look at the metal, there is no corrosion at all. 
The old trucks were sold as scrap metal.
Jed took hold of the cold metal of the door handle and pulled.
The gate is made of metal.
Lead is a heavy metal that has a relatively low melting point.
The metal is used in car industry. 

5. grass
I usually mow the grass once a week.
These mowers only work efficiently on short grass.
His foot slipped on the wet grass and he fell.
A few blades of grass poked out of the dry earth.
Wheat is a grass, and it needs plenty of light to grow well.
Lawn grass prevents erosion and reduces mud and dust. 

6. water
Water has a chemical structure of H2O.
She poured herself a glass of water.
The mineral water comes from the Scottish mountain.
Humans can't survive for more than a few days without water.
We watched the water flow under the bridge.
The injured person asked for some water.
Water has three states of aggregation: liquid water, ice and vapour. 

7. wood. 
My aunt was chopping wood in the backyard and did not hear our car approaching. 
A local carpenter cut the wood into large blocks. 
Wood burns easily, so many Slavic masterpieces of architecture were destroyed in fires at some point. 
We need some wood and a shelter from the wind for the night. 
Red Riding Hood meets a wolf in the wood, but she is not scared for some reason. 
Oak is a hard wood.

8. rubbish
The European Union adopted several laws to encourage recycling household rubbish.
The dustmen collect the rubbish on Wednesdays.
There was rubbish and broken glass all over the grass.
I’ve got some rubbish in the attic, so I need to clear the space before mending the roof. 

9. blood
The wounded had lost a lot of blood and was very weak.
The Health Service is asking for more people to donate blood.
A quick walk will get the blood in your legs flowing again.
Blood supplies tissues with oxygen and nutrients. 
It was a minor cut, but I was anxious to clean the blood fast so that my parents should not be scared. 
Companies that clean blood after accidents need to be certified and must contact the police before cleanups.

10. cheese
Lunch was bread and cheese.
Use a hard cheese such as Cheddar for grating.
Would you like some cheese on toast?
You can see that I am no good at cooking: the bread started to burn before the cheese was melted.
Cheese is usually yellow or white in color. 
People who are allergic to milk will definitely be allergic to cheese as well. 

EXERCISE 6. Explain the reasons for the articles in these quotes. 
1. Prejudice is sinful. Blood flows red no matter who bleeds. (Jewell Parker Rhodes)
2. I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat. (Winston Churchill)
3. The history of progress is written in the blood of men and women who have dared to espouse an unpopular cause, as, for instance, the black man's right to his body, or woman's right to her soul. (Emma Goldman)
4. You can't cross the sea merely by standing and staring at the water. (Rabindranath Tagore)
5. The mind is like an iceberg, it floats with one-seventh of its bulk above water. (Sigmund Freud)
6. A collection comes from something that is in the air, something you suddenly like. (Karl Lagerfeld)
7. Everything has its limit – iron ore cannot be educated into gold. (Mark Twain)
8. Love is friendship that has caught fire. (Ann Landers)
9. The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet. (Aristotle)
10. Love is a fruit in season at all times, and within reach of every hand. (Mother Teresa)

EXERCISE 7. Choose the articles and explain their use.
 1. - __Popcorn for breakfast! - Why not? It's __ grain.
2. Use a soft cloth to polish ___ silver. The jugs are a family relic.
3. There’s ___water all over the bathroom floor.
4. He’s about six feet tall, with ____ dark hair and blue eyes.
5. Kim cleaned up ___ broken glass with a dustpan and a brush.
6. The queen was sitting by the window and looking at ___ snow.
7. The waiter had brought a bowl of ___ hot chicken broth and a tankard of ____watered ale.
8. ___ best-known sparkling wine is champagne, but there are many other kinds as well.
9. Some countries have __ oil or ___copper or __iron, but Israel has nothing but hard work in its soil.
10. The day was hot, ___ afternoon sunlight intense.
11. He read the note that said, “Passengers will be charged for excess baggage” and stared at ___ baggage of his family. 
12. Mike, it’s our turn to order. ___ Coke and ___ tomato juice, please.
13. We will publish ___ discussion paper on the future of the BBC.
14. All __ furniture in the room was covered in ___ dust.
15. The duchess was reading her letters by __ light of __ fire.

EXERCISE 8. Explain the reasons for the articles in these quotes. 
1. If more of us valued food and cheer and song above hoarded gold, it would be a merrier world. (J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit or There and Back Again)
2. There is only one cure for gray hair. It was invented by a Frenchman. It is called the guillotine. (P. G. Wodehouse)
3.  “Do you think I am an automaton? — a machine without feelings? and can bear to have my morsel of  bread snatched from my lips, and my drop of living water dashed from my cup? Do you think, because I am poor, obscure, plain, and little, I am soulless and heartless? You think wrong!” (Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre)
4. Dress warmly, Ser Dontos had told her, and dress dark. She had no blacks, so she chose a dress of thick brown wool. The gods heard my prayer, she thought. She felt so numb and dreamy. My skin has turned to porcelain, to ivory, to steel. (George R.R. Martin, A Storm of Swords)
5. Anger is an acid that can do more harm to the vessel in which it is stored than to anything on which it is poured. (Mark Twain)
6. How can you govern a country which has 246 varieties of cheese? (Charles de Gaulle)
7. “Porridge is meant to look like hot concrete. Read the next question!” (Hilary McKay, Indigo's Star)
8. The nitrogen in our DNA, the calcium in our teeth, the iron in our blood, the carbon in our apple pies were made in the interiors of collapsing stars. We are made of starstuff. (Carl Sagan, Cosmos)
9. “I cook with wine, sometimes I even add it to the food.”  (W.C. Fields)
10. The stars were so many and so white they looked like chips of ice, hammered through the fabric of the sky. (Anthony Doerr, About Grace)

EXERCISE 9. Fill in the articles and explain your choice. 

A.  Pooh always liked a little something at eleven o'clock in the morning, and he was very glad to see Rabbit getting out the plates and mugs; and when Rabbit said, "___ honey or ___condensed milk with your bread?" he was so excited that he said, "Both," and then, so as not to seem greedy, he added, "But don't bother about ___ bread, please." And for a long time after that he said nothing . . . until at last, humming to himself in a rather sticky voice, he got up, shook Rabbit lovingly by the paw, and said that he must be going on. [by A. A. Milne]

B. Harry's mouth fell open. The dishes in front of him were now piled with __food. He had never seen so many things he liked to eat on one table: ___ roast beef, ___roast chicken, pork chops and lamb chops, sausages, ___bacon and ___steak, boiled potatoes, roast potatoes, fries, ____ Yorkshire pudding, peas, carrots, ____gravy, ____ketchup, and, for some strange reason, peppermint humbugs. [by J. Rowling]

C. It takes me half my meal to figure out ___ dough, it tastes more like Indian nan than like any pizza dough I ever tried. It’s soft and chewy and yielding, but incredibly thin. I always thought we had two choices in our lives when it came to ___ pizza crust – thin and crispy, or thick and doughy. How was I to have known there could be ___ crust in this world that was thin and doughy? On top, there is ____ sweet tomato sauce that foams up all bubbly and creamy when it melts __ fresh mozzarella, and the one sprig of ___ basil in the middle of the whole deal somehow infuses the entire pizza with herbal radiance, much the same one shimmering movie star in the middle of a party brings contact high of glamour to everyone around her. It’s technically impossible to eat this thing of course. You try to take a bit off your slice and __ crust folds, and ___ hot cheese runs away like topsoil in a landslides, makes a mess of you and your surroundings, but just deal with it. [by E. Gilbert]

EXERCISE 10. Choose five of the following nouns and make three examples with each noun using the zero, the definite and the indefinite (if possible) articles. 
	Food
	Liquids
	Natural substances
	Man-made substances
	Other

	Fruit
Bread
Flour
Dough
Batter
Porridge
Cereal
Meat
Broth 
Poultry
Beef
Lamb
Mutton
Chicken
Fish
Flesh
Honey
Butter
Sugar 
Salt
Pepper
Mustard
Cheese
Wheat 
Corn
Rice 
Baking soda
	Water
Oil
Milk
Tea
Coffee
Lemonade
Juice
Sap
Syrup
Sauce
Liquor  
Wine
Beer
Mercury
Bleach 
Tar 
Blood
Saliva 
Sweat 
Vinegar 
Alcohol
Fuel 
Petrol 
Gasoline 
Acid
Poison
Polish 
	Silver
Gold
Iron
Ore 
Copper
Lead
Tin
Aluminum 
Sand
Coal 
Marble
Wood
Timber
Grass
Hay
Straw
Rock
Fur
Skin
Muscle 
Tissue 
Rubber
Chalk
Vapour
Steam
Oxygen 
Carbon dioxide 
	Plastic
Glass
Cloth
Fabric
Linen 
Wool
Cotton
Brick
Steel
Brass
Wire
Aluminum foil 
Concrete
Cardboard 
Lumber 
Fiber
Nylon 
Paper
Silk
Leather
Velvet
Suede
Ceramic
Clay 
China 
Ivory 
Soap

	Food
Grain
Ash
Air
Fire
Hair
Sunlight
Rain
Ice
Mud
Dirt
Snow
Slush
Sleet 
Medicine
Perfume
Paint
Makeup 
Ink 
Glue
Baggage
Furniture
Equipment
Machinery
Rubbish
Litter
Waste 





Unit 3. Articles with abstract uncountable nouns 
THE ZERO ARTICLE
I. Abstract uncountable nouns take the zero article when used in a general sense.  
E.g. It was obvious that Mr. Low found marriage a very satisfactory state. The opposite of love is not hate, it's indifference. Life and death, crime and punishment, war and peace – see the traditional dichotomies of Russian literature in the new Broadway musical.  

II. Abstract uncountable nouns take the zero articles when the speaker nominates a phenomenon or a feeling.
e.g. Love is in the air. We could see courage and determination in Mary’s quiet eyes. You should do research before travelling to the middle of nowhere. The son had talent, and kindness, and curiosity, and gentle compassion; the father wanted him to be the shark the child could never become. 

NB 1: Descriptive attributes may narrow the notion, but it still remains rather general. The following adjectives typically do not change the article:
1. Nationality, e.g. Russian literature, Italian opera, Chinese philosophy, Dutch education.
2. Social characteristics, e.g. racial discrimination, feudal law, religious prejudice. 
3. Periods of time, e.g. modern art, ancient history, further discussion, medieval culture. 
4. Being true or not, e.g. real freedom, true friendship, false argument, genuine knowledge. 
5. Degree or extent, e.g. infinite power, absolute happiness, great joy, rapid progress, total war.
6. Genres or trends in art, e.g. romantic prose, dramatic criticism, detective literature.
7. Position or locality, e.g. inside information, local distribution, regional identity, global peace.
8. Manner or behavior, e.g. polite attitude, defensive behavior, unmotivated violence. 
9. Continuation or repetition, e.g. constant war, uninterrupted peace, repeated anger. 

NB 2: Some abstract nouns may be used both as countables and uncountables: e.g. difficulty – difficulties, chance – chances, talent – talents, war – wars, effort – efforts, etc. The countable noun typically means a state and the uncountable counterpart typically means a case of the same thing. In prepositional phrases we choose the uncountable noun and use the zero article: He looked at us with suspicion. You shouldn’t get angry at people without reason. He spoke with difficulty. You mustn’t leave your future life to chance. These two countries are at war. 

THE DEFINITE ARTICLE
I. We use the definite article when the abstract idea expressed by a noun is applied to a definite situation or there is a limiting attribute. The definite article has a limiting meaning here. 
E.g. In the darkness of the cave we couldn’t see her face. The unexpectedness of our decision left everybody speechless. The weather is fine. What’s the news? Did you bring the money? Is it worth the trouble?

NB 2: We always use the definite article with abstract substantivized adjectives. This group includes the nouns that originally come from substantivized adjectives, like: the present, the past, the future, the singular, the plural. 
e.g. “I don’t believe in the supernatural,” Sir Henry said. What will the future bring to us? 

THE INDEFINITE ARTICLE
I. An abstract uncountable noun may be used with the indefinite article when a certain aspect of the notion is meant, the noun is modified by a descriptive attribute, and the sentence is emphatic. It may also be a substitution of the phrase “a kind of”. 
E.g. He scanned her face: it expressed a dramatic eagerness, a fantastic readiness to trust the stranger. 
You will never believe it, but John used to have an incredible thirst for knowledge. 
I can’t imagine a future without you. 

II. If an abstract noun is modified by the adjectives ‘certain’ or ‘peculiar’, the indefinite article is obligatory. 
E.g. There was a peculiar tension about her, and yet her face didn’t show it. 
There is a certain danger in nationalism. 

III. The nouns pity, shame, disgrace, pleasure, relief, comfort, disappointment are always used with the indefinite article in sentence with ‘formal it’ as a subject and in exclamatory sentences after ‘what’.
E.g. It’s a pity we didn’t meet her. What a shame! What a disappointment! 

IV. The following nouns are never used with the indefinite article: advice, assistance, control, evidence, guidance, health, fun, information, luck, money, nature, news, nonsense, permission, progress, trade, weather, work.
E.g. What nasty weather we are having today! No news is good news. That’s good advice. It’s great work! She is in good health. Oh what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh! Oh, that’s bad luck.

EXERCISE 1. Find all the abstract uncountable nouns in the passage. 
There is a saying that no man has tasted the full flavour of life until he has known poverty, love and war. The justness of this reflection commends it to the lover of condensed philosophy. The three conditions embrace about all there is in life worth knowing. A surface thinker might deem that wealth should be added to the list. Not so. When a poor man finds a long-hidden quarter-dollar that has slipped through a rip into his vest lining, he sounds the pleasure of life with a deeper plummet than any millionaire can hope to cast.
It seems that the wise executive power that rules life has thought best to drill man in these three conditions; and none may escape all three. In rural places the terms do not mean so much. Poverty is less pinching; love is temperate; war shrinks to contests about boundary lines and the neighbors' hens. It is in the cities that our life gains in truth and vigor.
The Complete Life of John Hopkins (by O. Henry)


EXERCISE 2. Explain the articles in the following sentences.
1. Father Gatsby always said that youth was wasted on the young. 
2. These birds are said to bring good luck.
3. A lion is a symbol of courage and strength in many societies. 
4. Children usually develop speech in their second year, but recognition of sounds starts earlier. 
5. The area hadn’t had rain for months. Starvation threatened whole villages. 
6. They want to conduct basic research into the nature of human cells.
7. By law, an advertiser can't use a person's name for commercial purpose without permission.
8. Legend has it that the poor midwife was put to death for practising witchcraft.
9. She hopes to start a teaching career in secondary education.
10. High blood pressure increases with age.
11. Small grocery stores are going out of business in the face of stiff competition from the large supermarket chains.
12. In the future, breadth of knowledge may be more important than technical proficiency.
13. In the competition, the whole team played with great skill and determination.
14. The sound of the traffic kept me awake.
15. Health and education need cash from the government more than war and intelligence. 
16. Any policy that creates unemployment is likely to meet with strong resistance.
17. Jenny didn’t have the strength to end the relationship.
18. The force of the explosion blew out all the windows.
19. It is difficult for the poor in remote villages to get good legal assistance.
20. You may see compassion as a weakness, but I see it as a strength. 

EXERCISE 3. Fill in the gaps and explain your choice.
Fill in the gaps and explain the use of articles in the following sentences:
1. I can still remember ___ happiness I felt when my son was born. 
2. We respect __ honesty you showed, but __ requires us to put you under arrest. 
3. Baby animals have ___ inborn curiosity that allows them to imitate parents’ behaviour. 
4. On Saturday evenings ___ time flies. 
5. She felt so happy, so victorious. __ strange, blooming energy coursed through her veins. 
6. __ freedom of press is a necessary condition to limit __ corruption. 
7. __ life is funny. Today you enjoy __ love, __ friendship and __ happiness, and tomorrow __ luck will strip you of everything you have had. 
8. Banksy’s art is often associated with __ anarchy and __ anti-capitalism. 
9. To play a game of __ice hockey you need clubs, a puck and __ protective equipment. 
10. __construction of the new swimming pool took three years. 
11. Her job involved a good deal of __ foreign travel. 
12. My speech was received by __ deadly, poisonous silence. Nobody even blinked. 
13. She gave me __ good advice on __ stress management. 
14. We entered their house and were shocked by __poverty. What __ disappointment. 
15. Can you all tell me what I was doing wrong? I would appreciate __ feedback.
16. There is __ certain attraction in __ madness, but sometimes even an artist needs __ medical help. 
17. Bruce found __ courage to ask the question everybody was thinking. 
18. We must inform you that we will not tolerate __racism, __discrimination or __ hate speech in our university. 
19. __racism, displayed so casually, so routinely, made him want to cry. He had never thought he would be refused basic human rights just because his ancestry was not good enough for some haters. 
20. The kids were outside, enjoying __ sunshine. We had such__ great weather that day.


EXERCISE 4. Explain the difference between these pairs of sentences. 
1. People come here to enjoy the peace and quiet of this lovely area.
    I’m looking forward to enjoying peace and quiet when I retire.
 
2. As a young man Lucas went off to Africa, looking for adventure.
    The adventure transformed her in the ways she had never expected. 

3. Health officials have tried to raise public awareness about AIDS.
    The world seems to be arriving at a horrible awareness that sacrificing lives of soldiers is not the solution.

4. As of 2019, one in three marriages in the UK ends in divorce.
    The divorce between theory and practice is hard on young college graduates. 

5. The reality is that young people will not go into teaching until salaries are higher.
    It's painful, but you have to face reality. 
    
6. May I have the pleasure of seeing you again?
    It’s been a pleasure to meet you.

7. Tolerance was not a quality you associated with my parents, so I was surprised.
    The tolerance of our coach was unprecedented. I’ve never heard a rude comment from her. 

8. Myth, religion and philosophy are three historic types of worldview.  
    The philosophy of Immanuel Kant will live long after all modern philosophy is a memory. 

9. I wouldn’t have the patience to sit sewing all day.
    Painting by this method requires great patience.

10. Corazon Aquino was a politician of rare honesty and courage who restored democracy in the Philippines. 
      The honesty of the song's lyrics was appreciated by the audience. 

EXERCISE 5. Explain the reasons for the articles in these sets of contrasted examples.
1. speed
She reduced speed only as she approached the village.
The train was travelling at high speed.
The Earth moves round the Sun at a speed of 30 km per second.
What was the speed of the car at the time of the accident?
Even at low speed, an accident could mean serious injury for a child without a car seat.

2. prejudice
Young parents still face prejudice in the workplace.
I tried to show him he was just talking out of blind prejudice.
The villages did not trust their family since then; the story died, but the prejudice held. 
Is there any person or persons against whom you feel an active prejudice?
For the first time the child met the force of a strong, cruel prejudice.

3. charity
All the money raised by the concert will go to charity.
Many homeless people are too proud to ask for charity.
I will not accept the charity of that self-important moneybag. 
The Red Cross is a well-known international charity.
We are asking employees to make a regular donation to the charity.

4. childhood
Experiences in early childhood are very important.
Hearing impairment in childhood is totally different from hearing loss in adult life.
They've been friends since childhood.
He had no brothers or sisters and a lonely childhood.
He remembered the place from his childhood.
The childhood of Mary Jeanne was full of summer light, open fields, and all kinds of animals. 

5. chemistry
Chemistry and electricity were Edison’s passions.
Dr. Pawlowski spoke about the chemistry of Hiroshima atomic bombing in 1945. 
Teams with good chemistry win.
The chemistry between the two stars makes the movie a pleasure to watch.

6. beauty
Schwarz Wald is an area of outstanding natural beauty.
The beauty of the lake left my companions speechless.
Florence was the birthplace of the Renaissance and its streets are full of artistic beauty.
Shaw was moved by the beauty of Handel's music.
Brigitte Bardot was famous as a singer and a great beauty in her youth, but the world will remember her as an animal rights activist and a moral compass for her generation.

7. curiosity
Many well-educated people are full of intellectual curiosity. 
The scientific curiosity of Marie Curie led her to be the only person in history to win the Nobel Prize in two different scientific fields.
Leonardo da Vinci had an insatiable curiosity.
The crowd watched what was happening with mild curiosity.
The Parkers did their best to satisfy the curiosity of their young guests. 

8. weather
What was the weather like on your vacation?
We want to have a picnic on Saturday, but it depends on the weather.
Water potted plants daily during spells of dry weather.
I don't like going to work on my bike in wet weather.
Weather in Siberia is often changeable, with high winds and sudden rains. 
In fact, many people buy insurance against extreme weather.

9. war
All is fair in love and war.
The possibility of nuclear war was much on people’s minds in the fifties.
A week after the outbreak of war, he enlisted in the army.
The country was on the brink of war.
Prussia was at war with Poland for several decades.
In 1941, Britain and the US declared war on Japan.
How many people have died in religious wars?
He served as a pilot during the war.
The two countries fought a brief war in 1995.

10. pity
I felt such pity for that young boy sitting alone in the bus station.
The clerk looked up and saw Sylvia looking at him with apprehension and pity.
That’s a pity that the author only got the respect she deserved after her untimely death.
When I returned to school, my classmates looked at me with gentle pity in their eyes.
The refugees were proud people and they didn't want to be treated as an object of pity.
The passenger sounded so upset that Leah started to take pity on him.
I hated the pity in their eyes with all my heart then; I was young and arrogant.
Barbara’s key got stuck in the keyhole. What a pity. 

EXERCISE 6. Explain the use of articles in the following song lyrics and quotes:    
1. Is this the real life?
    Is this just fantasy? 
    Caught in a landslide, 
    no escape from reality. 
(Queen, Bohemian Rhapsody)

2. Get your motor running, 
head out on the highway, 
looking for adventure 
in whatever comes our way. 
Like a true nature's child, 
we were born, 
born to be wild. 
(Steppenwolf, Born To Be Wild)

3. Time, it needs time 
to win back your love again. 
I will be there,
 I will be there. 
Love, only love
can bring back your love someday. 
I will be there, 
I will be there. 
(Scorpions, Still Loving You)

4. As the years pass by before my face, 
as war rages before me – 
[I’m] finding myself 
in these last days of existence. 
In the darkness of the storm 
lies an evil,
 but it's me. 
(Evanescence, Field of Innocence)

5. No matter what the future brings
    As time goes by – 
    Moonlight and love songs are never out of date.
    Hearts are full of passion, jealousy, and hate.
    It's still the same old story, 
    A fight for love and glory.
(Bob Dylan, As Time Goes By)

6. When I find myself in times of trouble
Mother Mary comes to me,
Speaking words of wisdom – 
Let it be.
And in my hour of darkness
She is standing right in front of me, 
Speaking words of wisdom – 
Let it be.
(The Beatles, Let It Be)

7. Well, you're my friend and can you see,
Many times we've been out drinking,
Many times we've shared our thoughts,
But did you ever, ever notice, the kind of thoughts I got?

Well, you know I have a love, a love for everyone I know.
And you know I have a drive to live, I won't let go.
But can you see the opposition rising up sometimes?
That it's dreadful imposition that comes blacking in my mind.
And that I see a darkness.

Did you know how much I love you?
Is a hope that somehow you,
Can save me from the darkness.
(Johnny Cash, I See A Darkneess)

8. Nothing in life is as sad as a lonely soul
Searching for peace
Only to find disappointment is waiting
Behind every door that we open,
Every catch we release.
Ah, brothers and sisters, I beg you to listen
I know that it isn't too late.
For we are the people, the voices of freedom
And we're all perfectly clear
That we don't want to wait.
People want peace.
(Paul McCartney, People Want Peace)

9. It takes a certain kind of man with a certain reputation
To alleviate the cash from a whole entire nation.
Take my loose change and build my own space station – 
Just because you can, man.
(Robbie Williams, Party Like a Russian)

10. Now life devalues day by day
As friends and neighbors turn away.
And there's a change that, even with regret, cannot be undone.
Now frontiers shift like desert sands
While nations wash their bloodied hands
Of loyalty, of history, in shades of grey.

I woke to the sound of drums.
The music played, the morning sun streamed in.
I turned and I looked at you
And all but the bitter residues slipped away...slipped away.
(Pink Floyd, A Great Day for Freedom)

EXERCISE 7. Explain the reasons for the articles in these quotes. 
1. The only true wisdom is in knowing you know nothing. (Socrates, quoted by Plato)
2. The past has no power over the present. (Eckhart Tolle)
3. Marriage can wait, education cannot. (Khaled Hosseini)
4. Imperfection is beauty, madness is genius and it's better to be absolutely ridiculous than absolutely boring. (Marilyn Monroe)
5. Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery, today is a gift of God, which is why we call it the present. (Bill Keane)
6. Morality is simply the attitude we adopt towards people we personally dislike. (Oscar Wilde)
7. Good habits formed at youth make all the difference. (Aristotle).
8. If you don’t take an interest in politics it doesn’t mean politics won’t take an interest in you (Pericles).
9. The greatest wealth is a poverty of desires (Seneca).
10. Our envy always lasts longer than the happiness of those we envy (Heraclitus).

EXERCISE 8. Fill in the articles and explain your choice.
1. This generation had come of __age working on practical issues of __feminism, __pacifism, civil rights, and ___environmentalism.
2. This weekend, the students’ protest in France started with several street fights. ___ violence escalated as some youths turned over a bus and began smashing shop windows.
3. There is ___ growing public anxiety over levels of ___air pollution in our cities.
4. ___ hospitality of the Parkers made a great impression on all our guests.
5. The crisis meant a sharp rise in ___ unemployment.
6. We are delighted at ___ news that our princess daughter is expecting a baby.
7. ___nutrition and ___exercise are essential to ___fitness and ___health.
8. At that point in ___ history, mentally ill people were thought to be ___ disgrace to the family.
9. Doctor Castle, do you have ___evidence that ___ treatment works?
10. There is ___ certain logic behind their decision to hire such an eccentric architect.

EXERCISE 9. Fill in the articles in the text and explain your choice. 
No language has spread as widely as English, and it continues to spread. Internationally ___ desire to learn it is insatiable. In the twenty-first century the world is becoming more urban and more middle class, and ___ adoption of English is a symptom of this, for increasingly English serves as the lingua franca of ___business and ___popular culture. It is dominant or at least very prominent in other areas such as ___diplomacy, ____computing, ___medicine and ___education. A recent study has suggested that among students in the United Arab Emirates “Arabic is associated with ___tradition, ___ religion, ___culture, arts and social sciences,” whereas English “is symbolic of ___modernity, ___work, ___higher education, ___ commerce, ___science and ___technology.” In Arabic-speaking countries, science subjects are often taught in English because excellent textbooks and other educational resources are readily available in English. This is not something that has come about in ___ unpurposed fashion; ___ propagation of English is ___ industry, not ___ happy accident.
English has spread because of ____ British colonialism, ___ technological progress of the Industrial Revolution, ___ American economic and political ascendancy, and further technological developments in the second half of the twentieth century. Its rise has been assisted by ___ massive exportation of English as a second language, as well as by __ growth of English-language mass media.
[abridged from “What’s the language of the future?” by henry Hitchins]

EXERCISE 10. Read these common abstract uncountable nouns, tick off the ones you do not know or remember and find their meaning. Make your own contrasted examples with one noun from each column.

	aid 
advice
art
business
chaos
childhood
courage
cash
death
damage
	education
energy
evidence
evil
failure
friendship
hospitality
humour
jealousy 
justice
	knowledge
labour
leisure
liberty
logic
nature
news
nutrition
patience
peace
	permission
pollution
poverty
power
pride 
publicity
racism
research
respect
rubbish
	silence
stress
softness
time
traffic
unemployment
violence
wealth
wildlife
youth





Unit 4. Articles with personal names 

THE ZERO ARTICLE is used:

1) with first names, last names or full names.
E.g. “Do you know Christopher Turner?” asked Burton. Tom was confused.

2) with some common names (mother, father, aunt, uncle, sister, brother, cousin, baby, etc.) treated as proper nouns within the family. In this case they are spelled with a capital letter.
E.g. “What have you done to Baby?” – Mother asked angrily. Uncle Raynar smiled and pointed at the tree. 

3) if a personal name is preceded by a title or a rank: 

a) when we speak about people we do not know very well, or in letters and official situations. 
	Mr
	a title used before a surname or full name of a man, whether he is married or not
	/ˈmɪstə/
	Mr Antony Smith was the headteacher at Barrington High.

	Ms
	a title used before a surname of full name of a woman whether she is married or not
	/məz/
	Dear Ms Johnson, I am writing this letter to apologise for the inconvenience I may have caused. 

	Mrs
	a title used before a surname or full name of a married woman
	/ˈmɪsɪz/
	Mrs Bell is out of the office at the moment.

	Miss
	a title used before a surname or full name of an unmarried woman
	/mɪs/
	I’d like to make an appointment with Miss Taylor.



NB 1: the polite address to a person of power may include Mr / Madam and the name of the official position.
E.g. Mr Chairman, may I clarify a point? Madam President, we are pleased to assist. 

b) when the title is traditionally used with the occupation. Some common titles are given in the table.
	Doctor
	I made an appointment with Doctor Patel for next Monday.

	Professor
	The meeting will be chaired by Professor Severus Snape.

	Officer
	The investigation will be led by Officer Murdoch.

	Mayor
	Mayor Bloomberg had the task of rebuilding New York after the 9/11 attack.

	Governor
	Governor Brown refused to answer the journalist’s question.

	Prime Minister
	Prime Minister Justin Trudeau brought his three-year-old son to the office.

	President
	President Lincoln was assassinated in 1865. 

	Father
	Father McKenzie preached in this church as long as I could remember.



c) with military ranks. Some common ranks are given in the table.
	Private
	/ˈpraɪvət/
	Private Evans was wounded in the fighting.

	Corporal 
	/ˈkɔːpərəl/
	Corporal Taylor called out our registration numbers.

	Sergeant
	/ˈsɑːdʒənt/
	Sergeant Pepper continued his military career after the war. 

	Captain
	/ˈkæptɪn/
	The police headquarters shook with Captain Shelley’s laughter.

	Major
	/ˈmeɪdʒə/
	This is Major Thompson speaking. 

	Lieutenant
	/lefˈtenənt/
	Lieutenant Clarke was the highest-ranking officer at the scene.

	Colonel
	/ˈkɜːnl/
	Colonel Barnes stood at my side, ready to intervene.

	General 
	/ˈdʒenərəl/
	General Wright planned to attack at dawn.




d) with titles of nobility and gentry. Some common titles are given in the table.
	Titles of royalty and nobility of royal blood

	King, 
Queen
	/kɪŋ/
/kwiːn/
	Your Majesty
	Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom

	Prince, 
Princess
	/prɪns/
/ˌprɪnˈses/
	Your Royal Highness
	Prince Philip
Princess Diana

	Duke, 
Duchess
	/djuːk/
/ˈdʌtʃɪs/
	Your Grace
	Anne Colette, Duchess of Cornwall

	Titles of landed nobility

	Marquess, 
Marchioness
	/ˈmɑːkwɪs/
/ˌmɑːʃəˈnes/
	My Lord / Your Lordship
My Lady / Your Ladyship
	Nigel Paulet, Marquess of Winchester

	Earl (Br)/ 
Count (Eu),
Countess
	/ɜːl/
/kaʊnt/
/ˈkaʊntɪs/
	My Lord / Your Lordship
My Lady / Your Ladyship
	Victoria of York, Countess of Gloucester
Count Dracula

	Viscount, 
Viscountess
	/ˈvaɪkaʊnt/
/ˈvaɪkaʊntɪs/
	My Lord / Your Lordship
My Lady / Your Ladyship
	Emma Thynn, Viscountess Weymouth

	Baron,
Baroness
	/ˈbærən/
/ˈbærənəs/
	My Lord / Your Lordship
My Lady / Your Ladyship
	Baron Munchausen
Baroness Trumpington

	Titles of landed gentry

	Baronet,
Baronetess
	/ˈbærənət/
/ˈbærənɪtɪs/
	Sir,
Madame
	Nicholas Bacon, 14th Baronet

	Knight,
Dame
	/naɪt/
/deɪm/
	Sir,
Madame
	Dame Margaret Natalie Smith

	Esquire / Squire
	/ɪˈskwaɪə/
	Sir
	John Molton, Esquire




THE DEFINITE ARTICLE is used:

1) when a personal last name has the plural form to indicate a whole family. 
E.g. The Grangers were the only people I knew in the town. The Graysons had been my favorite circus performers until that tragedy. 

2) when the personal name is modified by a limiting attribute.
E.g. The celebrated Mortimer came, too. The Diana we all remembered was gone; now the woman that looked at us was confident, powerful and ruthless. 

NB 2: the adjectives ‘old’, ‘young’, ‘dear’, ‘poor’, ‘little’, ‘honest’ are typically not considered to be limiting attributes 
E. g. Old Rockwell met us at the station. Young Jolyon threw his gloves on the dresser. Dear Sabina had no idea her enthusiasm may hurt hangover friends in early morning. Poor Sam Richards never learnt the truth. Everybody in the town knew little Susie. You won’t disappoint honest Mrs. Prince! 

3) if a personal name is preceded by a name of a profession other than “doctor”, “professor” or a military rank, the definite article is typically used: e.g. The famous painter Andy Warhol was a very lonely person. The inventor Karl Benz dreamt of a world where distance wouldn’t be a problem.

THE INDEFINITE ARTICLE is used:

1) if a personal name indicates one member of a family (compare with: belonging to a class). 
E.g. “The boy is a Benbow!” he replied. He is a Forsyte, and being a Forsyte means a lot. 

2) if a personal name is modified by the adjective ‘certain’. 
E.g. Last night I met a gentleman – a certain George Reed (i.e. someone who called himself George Reed). 

3) The indefinite article before titles is equivalent to the word ‘certain’. 
E.g. He was engaged to a Miss Smith. I was arrested by an Officer Gordon who didn’t follow the protocol; now I want my lawyer and a call. 

4) if a name of a famous person is used to mean a typical behaviour of a famous person or a character. 
E.g. In this house I am an Alice in Wonderland. Bart is a Monte Cristo: he’s planning his revenge on those bullies. 

NB 3: personal names of inventors or artists may denote their inventions or art, and in this case they are used as ordinary common nouns. This a stylistic device is called ‘metonymy’.
E.g. Every morning he drove an old Ford downtown. She’d love to own a Monet. 

EXERCISE 1. Find all the personal names in the passage. 
I may briefly remark that the present Lord Marshmoreton is a widower of some forty-eight years: that he has two children — a son, Percy Wilbraham Marsh, Lord Belpher, who is on the brink of his twenty-first birthday, and a daughter, Lady Patricia Maud Marsh, who is just twenty: that the chatelaine of the castle is Lady Caroline Byng, Lord Marshmoreton's sister, who married the very wealthy colliery owner, Clifford Byng, a few years before his death (which unkind people say she hastened): and that she has a step-son, a certain Reginald. Give me time to mention these few facts and I am done. On the glorious past of the Marshmoretons I will not even touch.
Any Thursday, Belpher Castle is open to the public on payment of a fee of one shilling a head. The money is collected by Keggs the butler, and goes to a worthy local charity. At least, that is the idea. Of course, appearances are deceptive. Sherlock Holmes himself might have been misled. 
That morning, Maud pulled a small newspaper clipping from her pocket. She had extracted it from yesterday's copy of the Morning Post's society column. It contained only a few words:
"Mr. Wilbur Raymond has returned to his residence at No. 11a Belgrave Square from a prolonged voyage in his yacht, the Siren."
Maud did not know Mr. Wilbur Raymond, and yet that paragraph had sent the blood tingling through every vein in her body. For as she had indicated to Reggie, when the Raymonds of this world return to their town residences, they bring with them their nephew and secretary, Geoffrey Raymond. And the specified Geoffrey Raymond was the man dear Maud had loved ever since the day when she had met him in Wales.
[abridged from A Damsel in Distress, by P. G. Wodehouse]

EXERCISE 2. Explain the articles in the following sentences.
1. In a few days __ Mr. Bingley returned __Mr. Bennet’s visit, and sat about ten minutes with him in his library.
2. __Mother just loved crossword puzzles, and in the evening __Jeremiah and __ little Jackie were to experience the full power of that love. 
3. __Mercutio is a close friend to ___Romeo and a blood relative to ___Prince Escalus and ___Count Paris. ___Mercutio is neither a Montague nor a Capulet, so both the Montagues and the Capulets admit him to their houses. 
4. Later, __Van Gogh came under the care of the homeopathic doctor Paul Gachet, but nothing could help his depression. The celebrated Van Gogh died in poverty, forever the symbol of misunderstood genius. 
5. The Tolkiens left England for South Africa when __Arthur was promoted to head the office of the British bank there. His wife __Mabel, née Suffield, gave birth to two children, the elder John and the younger Hilary. 
6. ___Father Andrews who married ___ Lord Mortimer and a Miss Johnson in a small-town church was very friendly and helpful. He did not suspect what storms he was assisting to bring about. 
7. The Taylor Swift from her first album is back with a new single, and back with a vengeance. 
8. I was told that the Smithsons have a Rembrandt in their private collection. I intend to buy the Rembrandt. 
9. But people who take control of a state, be it for good or evil – a Napoleon or a Ghengis Khan, a Caesar or a Charlemagne – are remembered for centuries. 
10. The gentle, tender-hearted Amelia was sadly the only person to whom __Becky could attach herself. 

EXERCISE 3. Fill in the gaps and explain your choice.
1. ___ Charles had never hoped that one day he will meet such a vibrant and exotic woman as ___Ms. Lacey. 
2. On Sundays ___ Brackenridges visited ___ Grumptons, and sometimes ___ Grumptons paid the visit back. 
3. ___ Marion promised that she would make an appointment with ___ Wilson immediately, but __ Sister Clair was not sure the promise had any value. 
4. ___ English writer Agatha Christie, author of nearly a hundred mystery novels and stories, was born in 1891.
5. ___ Dr David Livingstone died of malaria in 1873 at the age of 60. His loyal attendants __ Chuma and ____Susi removed his heart and buried it under a tree near the spot where he died.
6. The last bridegroom to be married in this church was also ___ Carter, and then the mine died, the village died and the miners left, including ___ Carters. 
7. I love you, ___ Savannah, and I always will; but ___ Savannah I could hug and shield from the world has grown up. __ dear Savannah, it is time to leave your sad parents and rise. 
8. In that little tent in our garden, I was ___ Christopher Columbus, ___ Marco Polo, ___ Captain Cook. That rain that drummed all night was a tropical monsoon. It smelled of adventure. 
9.  In the play __Professor Henry Higgins teaches a poor girl called ___ Eliza Doolittle how to speak and behave like an upper-class lady.
10. ___ old Chester worked and worked. He sold a pound of cheese to __ Mrs. Green, a bag of teas to ___ Mrs. Stanford, a bottle of oil to ___ Miss Davis, all in the course of twenty minutes or so. They all introduced themselves and seemed to assume he was going to remember them next time they went shopping. 

EXERCISE 4. Explain the difference between these pairs of sentences. 
1. Ms. Johnson is going to be your guide for the day.
    Our guide was a Ms. O’Brien, a lively lady with a voice of an ocean liner. 

2. The Lannisters were a wealthy family of Castle Rock, and their wealth came from gold mines.   
  “A Lannister always pays his debts,” the folk said. 

3. Do you know Ching Shih?
    Do you know the notorious Ching Shih, the Chinese pirate leader who terrorized the China Seas in the early 19th-century, commanded a fleet of over three hundred ships manned by thousands of pirates, defeated three empires and died peacefully in her bed at the age of seventy? 
5. Achilles, Hercules and Theseus are three well-known heroes of Greek mythology. 
    The sculptor stared at the young boxer’s bruises and fractured bone and split lips and was mesmerized. Here was the masterpiece that he had been aching to create. Here was an Achilles, a Hercules, a Theseus – not the mighty heroes at their peak, but the realistic person in pain, the image this cruel century called for.    

6. Hideo Kojima will attend the conference in Ohio as well.
    There is a certain Kojima on the phone. He says you are waiting for his call. 

7. Marie Curie was a Polish scientist who conducted pioneering research on radioactivity.
    The polish scientist Marie Curie was the first woman to win a Nobel Prize, the first person to win the Nobel prize twice, and the only person to win the Nobel Prize in two different scientific fields.

8. Vienna is the capital of classical music; the gracious Mozart, the spiritual Beethoven, and the passionate Brahms walked these streets. 
    Young Mozart composed from the age of five and performed before European royalty.

9. Poor Sam could not imagine half the things that were mentioned.
    The two namesakes, the two childhood friends grew apart. The poor Sam and the rich Sam, that’s what people called them. What friendship could stand this pressure. 

10. Officer Gordon was slightly injured in the shooting. I will call his family and give them the name of the hospital he was taken to. 
      I was informed that an officer Gordon was slightly injured in the shooting. How old is he? Does he have a family? 
      

EXERCISE 5. Explain the reasons for the articles in these sets of contrasted examples.
1. Do you know Mary Brown?
    Do you know the Mary Brown who got into a fight with my son during lunch break?
    Do you know a certain Mary Brown? It looks like we must talk to this student.

2. The early art of Pablo Picasso is divided into Blue and Rose periods. 
    The famous Spanish artist Pablo Picasso spent most of his adult life in France.
    If I had to choose the best painting in the world, I would choose a Picasso. Guernica, perhaps. 
    Oh, now you are a Picasso. I have lost count of your numerous hobbies. 

3. Colonel Stark was very proud of his surname, which is typical of people who are not very intelligent.
    Is that the Colonel Stark who was killed in India, or the Colonel Stark who retired last year?
    The elderly general wiped sweat off his forehead and tried to remember the name again; it was a Colonel Stark, or a Colonel Strong, or something like that. 

4. Judy was patient. If she had to attend the meeting, she would attend the meeting. 
    This is the amazing Judy I have wanted to introduce you. She’s a diamond in the company’s crown of industrious assistants. 
    Old Judy would sit in her rocker chair on the porch and remember the troubles of her youth with a sad smile. 
    
 5. The Richardsons were perfectly content with their little whitewashed house and the manicured lawn in front of it. 
Richardson laughed. Women always gave a nervous laugh when they were embarrassed. 
Alice was a Richardson, and as a Richardson she knew that the sun set in the evening and rose in the morning no matter how many dramatic teenagers thought their life was over.  



EXERCISE 6. Explain the use of articles in the following song lyrics and quotes:    
1. Eleanor Rigby
Picks up the rice in the church where a wedding has been,
Lives in a dream,
Waits at the window
Wearing the face that she keeps in a jar by the door.
Who is it for?

All the lonely people
Where do they all come from?
All the lonely people
Where do they all belong?

Father McKenzie,
Writing the words of a sermon that no one will hear,
No one comes near.
Look at him working,
Darning his socks in the night when there's nobody there.
What does he care?
(The Beatles, Eleanor Rigby)

2. Ah, distinctly I remember it was in the bleak December;
And each separate dying ember wrought its ghost upon the floor.
    Eagerly I wished the morrow; — vainly I had sought to borrow
    From my books surcease of sorrow — sorrow for the lost Lenore —
For the rare and radiant maiden whom the angels name Lenore —
            Nameless here for evermore.
(Edgar Allen Poe, Raven)

3. It was twenty years ago today
Sergeant Pepper taught the band to play,
They've been going in and out of style,
But they're guaranteed to raise the smile,
So may I introduce to you,
The act you've known for all these years,
Sergeant Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band.
(The Beatles, Sergeant Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band)

4. When the shrill winds are screaming
And the evening is still,
Lady Samantha glides over the hill
In a long satin dress that she wears every day.
Her home is the hillside, her bed is the grave.
(Elton John, Lady Samantha)

5. Mister Sandman, bring me a dream.
Make him the cutest that I've ever seen,
Give him the word that I'm not a rover,
Then tell him that his lonesome nights are over.

Mister Sandman, bring me a dream
Give him a pair of eyes with a come-hither gleam,
Give him a lonely heart like a Pagliacci,
And lots of wavy hair like a Liberace.
(Emmylou Harris, Mister Sandman)

6. The next day was hanging day, the sky was overcast and black.
Big Jim lay covered up, killed by a penknife in the back,
And Rosemary on the gallows, she didn't even blink,
The hanging judge was sober, he hadn't had a drink,
The only person on the scene missing was the Jack of Hearts.
(Bob Dylan, Lily, Rosemary and the Jack of Hearts)

7. Once upon a time Kris Kringle stole a beat up Maverick parked behind my house.
He used a screwdriver to jimmy the lock,
After that he jumped into the stolen car and started up the motor.
He drove away the stolen car in hot pursuit.
Kris Kringle was a car thief.
(Wesley Willis, Kris Kringle Was a Car Thief)


EXERCISE 7. Explain the reasons for the articles in these quotes. 
1. Mr. and Mrs. Dursley, of number four, Privet Drive, were proud to say that they were perfectly normal, thank you very much.
2. Professor McGonagall flinched, but Dumbledore, who was unsticking two lemon drops, seemed not to notice.
3. And then the story started to spread: Harry Potter, the famous Harry Potter, their hero of two Quidditch matches, had lost them all those points, him and a couple of other stupid first years.
4. “No need to ask who you are. My father told me all the Weasleys have red hair, freckles, and more children than they can afford."
5.  Mr. Ronald Weasley and Miss Granger will be most relieved you have come round, they have been extremely worried.
6. Uncle Vernon stopped at last outside a gloomy-looking hotel on the outskirts of a big city.
7. Madam Bones looked down at Mrs Figg in silence. Minister Fudge was not looking at her at all, but fidgeting with his papers.
8. “Yeah, Quirrell was a great teacher,” said Harry loudly, “there was just that minor drawback of him having Lord Voldemort sticking out of the back of his head.”
9. Nobody wasted their breath pretending to feel very sad about the Riddles, for they had been most unpopular. Elderly Mr. and Mrs. Riddle had been rich, snobbish, and rude, and their grown-up son, Tom, had been, if anything, worse.
10. “Listen to me, Cornelius,” said Dumbledore, taking a step toward Fudge, and once again, he seemed to radiate that indefinable sense of power that Harry had felt after Dumbledore had stunned young Crouch.

EXERCISE 8. Fill in the articles and explain your choice.
1. I am ____ Swift, and ____ Swifts have always kept their word. 
2. Do you see that dark-haired young man near the banner of Rostelecom? Isn’t that ____ internationally renowned figure skater Denis Ten? 
3. I know the excitement of writing poetry late at night. You are ___ William Shakespeare, __ Horatius, ____ Edgar Allan Poe. The dawn breaks, and you are back to your regular self, and the poem is dead leaves that crumble in your hands. 
4. ___Emma knew she was destined to marry ___ Mr. Boring or ___ Mr. Respectable or ___ Mr. Rich, if her family got lucky. That distant marriage was a matter of several years, and she intended to spend those precious years reading. 
5. ____ Uncle Francis visited her grave every autumn, a bouquet of scarlet peonies in his hands. I never had a chance to meet ___ Aunt Clair, but I always looked at ____ gentle young Clair Singer whose face smiled at me from old photos and thought she must have been a wonderful woman to inspire such loyalty. 
6. The room at the hospital was now rather crowded. ___Barbara and ___ Jeffrey were laughing in the corner, and ___ old Samantha smiled as well. 
7. When he was in love, ___ Matthew was even worse than ____ regular enthusiastic Matthew. He was a fountain of happiness. A very loud fountain, I must say. 
8. ___ Detective Taylor mentioned ___ Ms. Chrysler, and ___ Ingrid grew suspicious. They had just met ___ certain Alison Chrysler at the police station. Could it be a coincidence? 
9. ___ Father Thomas had a little dream. He named their three sons ___Matthew, ___Mark and ____Luke. The arrival of the fourth baby ruined his expectations; ____ little Joanna was a constant reminder that men should not be too proud even in their faith. 
10. ____ Hamiltons would rather drive ___ Ford or ___ Chrysler, but the BMW was being sold at a discount price and their national pride lost the competition. 

EXERCISE 9. Fill in the articles in the text and explain your choice. 

Letter, ___Van Helsing to ___Mrs. Harker.

“24 September.
(Confidence)
“Dear ___Madam, —
“I pray you to pardon my writing, and that I sent to you the sad news of ___Miss Lucy Westenra’s death. By the kindness of ___Lord Godalming, I am empowered to read her letters and papers, for I am deeply concerned about certain matters vitally important. In them I find some letters from you, which show how great friends you were and how you love her. Oh, __Madam Mina, by that love, I implore you, help me. It is for others’ good that I ask — to redress great wrong, and to lift much and terrible troubles — that may be greater than you can know. May it be that I see you? You can trust me. I am a friend of __Dr. John Seward and of ___ kind Lord Godalming (that was ___Arthur of ___Miss Lucy). I must keep it private for the present from all. I should come to Exeter to see you at once if you tell me I am privileged to come, and where and when. I implore your pardon, madam. I have read your letters to ___ poor Lucy, and I know how good you are and how your husband suffered at the hands of ____ certain Count Dracula; so I pray you, if it may be, enlighten him not, lest it may harm. Again I beg your pardon, and forgive me.
Van Helsing.”
[abridged from Dracula, by Bram Stoker]

EXERCISE 10. Read these names of historical figures. Choose three of them, read up about them and make your own contrasted examples to illustrate the use of articles with personal names. You may also choose other famous people you find inspiring. 

	
Scientists
	
Scholars

	Isaac Newton
	ˈaɪzək ˈnjuːtn
	Confucius
	kənˈfjuːʃəs

	Albert Einstein
	ˌælbət ˈaɪnstaɪn
	Socrates
	ˈsɒkrətiːz

	Ste‧phen Haw‧king 
	ˈstiːvən ˈhɔːkɪŋ
	Plato
	ˈpleɪtəʊ

	Marie Curie 
	ˈmɑːri ˈkjʊəri
	Aristotle
	ˈærəstɒtl

	Leonardo da Vinci 
	liːəˌnɑːdəʊ də ˈvɪntʃi
	Pythagoras
	paɪˈθæɡərəs

	
Inventors
	
Explorers

	Johannes Gutenberg
	jəʊˈhænəsˌɡuːtənˈbɜːɡ
	Vasco da Gama 
	ˈvæskəʊ də ˈɡɑːmə

	Alfred Nobel 
	ˈælfrɪd nəʊˈbel
	Roald Amundsen 
	ˈrəʊəld ˈæməndsən 

	the Wright Brothers
	ðə ˈraɪt ˈbrʌðəz
	Ferdinand Magellan 
	ˈfɜːdənænd məˈɡelən 

	Carl Benz
	ˈkɑːl ˈbenz
	Marco Polo
	ˈmɑːkəʊ ˈpəʊləʊ

	Alexander Graham Bell
	ˌælɪɡˈzɑːndə ˈɡreɪəm ˈbel
	Christopher Columbus
	ˈkrɪstəfə kəˈlʌmbəs

	
Composers
	
Artists

	Johannes Brahms
	jəʊˈhænəs brɑːmz
	Pablo Picasso 
	ˈpæbləʊ pɪˈkæsəʊ 

	Johann Sebastian Bach
	ˈjəʊhæn səˈbæstiən ˈbɑːk
	Vincent Van Gogh  
	ˈvɪnsənt væn ˈɡəʊ

	Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
	ˈpiːtə ˈɪlɪtʃ  tʃaɪˈkɒfski
	Claude Monet 
	ˈklɔːd ˈmɒneɪ 

	Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
	ˈwʊlfɡæŋ æməˈdeɪəs ˈməʊtsɑːt 
	Michelangelo
	ˌmaɪkəlˈændʒələʊ

	Frédéric Cho‧pin
	ˈfredərɪk ˈʃəʊpæn 
	Frida Kahlo 
	ˈfriːdə ˈkɑːləʊ

	
Authors
	
Historic Leaders

	Jane Austen
	ˈdʒeɪn ˈɒstɪn
	Julius Caesar 
	ˈdʒuːliəs ˈsiːzə 

	Somerset Maugham
	ˈsʌməset ˈmɔːm
	Genghis Khan
	ˌdʒeŋɡəs ˈkɑːn

	Agatha Christie 
	ˈæɡəθə ˈkrɪsti
	Abraham Lincoln
	ˈeɪbrəhæm ˈlɪŋkən

	Charlotte Brontë
	ˈʃɑːlət ˈbrɒnti
	Margaret Thatcher 
	ˈmɑːɡrət ˈθætʃə

	Geoffrey Chaucer
	ˈdʒefri ˈtʃɔːsə 
	Napoleon
	nəˈpəʊliən




Unit 5. Articles with geographical names
Geographical names show a conventional use of articles, that is, most geographical names follow the traditional rules codified in dictionaries and encyclopedias. Newly coined geographical names join the existing thematic groups based on their similarity. 

NO ARTICLE IS TRADITIONALLY USED WITH:
 
1) names of continents: Africa, Eurasia, Europe, Asia, South America, North America, Australia, Antarctica. 

BUT: the Arctic and the Antarctic are substantivized adjectives and mean geographical areas, not continents. 

2) names of countries and most provinces if the name is singular and has no common nouns in it: China, Russia, Brazil, South Africa, Bavaria, Cornwall. 

BUT: the Congo, the Vatican OR Vatican City. 

3) names of cities, towns, villages, and parts of cities: New York, Manhattan, Brooklyn, Newark, Longville. 

BUT: the Hague, D.C. ['di:'si:] – the District of Columbia. 

4) names of lakes if the element ‘lake’ is present: Lake Baikal, Michigan Lake, Loch Ness. 

BUT: the Great Salt Lake, the Lake of the Woods; the Great Lakes.
 
5) names of individual peaks and hills: Mount Everest, Ben Nevis, Mount Fuji, Kilimanjaro, Etna, Vesuvius, Elbrus. 

6) names of individual islands, capes, valleys, waterfalls: 
Madagascar, Madeira, Greenland, Java, Cyprus, Hokkaido, Sakhalin, 
Cape Horn, North Cape, Cape Canaveral, Cape Cod, 
Death Valley, Silicon Valley, 
Niagara Falls. 

BUT: the Isle of Man, the Cape of Good Hope, the Ruhr Valley, the Nile Valley.

7) names of streets, highways, squares, parks: 
Wall Street, Broadway, Main Street, 42nd Street, Fifth Avenue,
Route 66, Cabot Trail, Great Ocean Road, Pacific Coast Highway
Trafalgar Square, Piccadilly Circus, Times Square
Hyde Park, Central Park.
BUT: the Arbat, the Mall, the Chuisky Trakt. 

8) most names of buildings that start with a proper noun: 
Lincoln Memorial, Harvard University, Buckingham Palace, Westminster Abbey, St Paul’s Cathedral.
However, since origins of landmarks are diverse and they often borrow articles from other languages or have a specific history of description, it is always necessary to look them up in a dictionary. 

e.g. the Eiffel Tower and the Louvre Museum have their traditional articles borrowed from French where the word order is different: la tour Eiffel, le musée du Louvre.

NB1: if the geographical names that are traditionally used without an article are modified by the adjectives northern, southern, western, eastern, central, minor, south-west, Latin, old, new, medieval, ancient, modern, industrial, etc., the adjectives do not change the article. 

THE DEFINITE ARTICLE IS TRADITIONALLY USED WITH:

1) names of countries, states and unions of countries that 

a) have common nouns in them: the US, the UK, the EU, the UN, the NATO, the People’s Republic of China, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Czech Republic, the Kingdom of Denmark, the Commonwealth of Australia.

b) are in the plural: the Netherlands, the Philippines.

2) geographical areas of the planet: the Western Hemisphere, the Eastern Hemisphere, the Northern Hemisphere, the Southern Hemisphere, the North Pole, the South Pole, the Far East, the Middle East. 

3) some provinces: the Riviera, the Tyrol, the Ruhr, the Crimea, the Riviera Maya. 

4) names of most bodies of water such as oceans, seas, rivers, lakes, straits, channels, canals, currents, bays: 

-  the Atlantic Ocean / the Atlantic, the Pacific Ocean / the Pacific, the Arctic Ocean, the Indian Ocean, the Southern Ocean / the Antarctic Ocean

- the Mediterranean Sea / the Mediterranean, the Caribbean Sea / the Caribbean, the Black Sea, the Caspian Sea, the North Sea, the Baltic Sea, the Barents Sea, the Bering Sea, the Sea of Okhotsk, the Sea of Japan;

- the Amazon / the Amazon River, the Nile / the Nile River, the Mississippi / the Mississippi River, the Missouri / the Missouri River, the Ob / the Ob River, the Thames / the Thames River / the River Thames, the Seine / the Seine River, the Danube / the Danube River;  

- the Baikal, the Ontario, the Titicaca, the Issyk-Kul, the Victoria, the Dead Sea.

- the Strait of Gibraltar, the Strait of Dover (Pas de Calais), the English Channel (La Manche), the Strait of Magellan, the Bering Strait, the Dardanelles, the Bosporus (also, Bosporus), the Mozambique Channel; 

- the Suez Canal, the Panama Canal;

- the Florida Current, the Japan Current (the Kuroshio), the Gulf Stream; 

- the Gulf of Mexico, the Bay of Bengal, the Persian Gulf. 

BUT: Hudson Bay, San Francisco Bay

5) names of archipelagos (groups of islands) and chains of mountains: 

- the British Isles, the Virgin Islands, the Falkland Islands, the Florida Keys, the West Indies, the Aleutian Islands / the Aleutians, the Kuril (or Kurile) Islands / the Kurils, the Bahamas / the Bahama Islands, the Canary Islands / the Canaries, the Philippines / the Philippine Islands; 

- the Himalayas / the Himalaya / the Himalaya Mountains, the Rocky Mountains / the Rockies, the Balkan Mountains, the Ural Mountains / the Urals, the Caucasus Mountains / the Caucasus, the Cordilleras, the Andes, the Pyrenees, the Alps, the Apennines, the Black Hills, the Berkshire Hills, the Highlands;

6) names of plateaus, canyons, plains and deserts:
- the Tibetan Plateau, the Central Siberian Plateau, the Colorado Plateau; the Grand Canyon;
- the Great Plains, the East European Plain (the Russian Plain), the West Siberian Plain; 
- the Sahara / the Sahara Desert, the Arabian Desert, the Gobi / the Gobi Desert, the Kara Kum.

7) names of peninsulas: the Indochinese Peninsula, the Kamchatka Peninsula, the Alaska Peninsula, the Kola Peninsula, the Balkan Peninsula, the Iberian Peninsula, the Italian Peninsula (the Apennine Peninsula).

8) most names of buildings that start with a common noun: 
the Empire State Building, the Royal Observatory, the Leaning Tower of Pisa
the Statue of Liberty, the Golden Gate Bridge, the Great Wall of China
the National Museum, the British Museum, the Tower of London, the National Gallery
the White House, the Houses of Parliament

BUT: Big Ben, Stonehenge

NB2: it is typically safe to assume that proper names built like of-phrases have the definite article: the City of Mexico, the Great Sphinx of Giza, the Great Pyramid of Giza. 

9) names of the four cardinal points:
the East, the West, the South, the North.

BUT: from East to West, from North to South.


EXERCISE 1. Find all the geographical names in the passage and explain their articles. 

3 May. Bistritz. — Left Munich at 8:35 P. M., on 1st May, arriving at Vienna early next morning; should have arrived at 6:46, but train was an hour late. Buda-Pesth seems a wonderful place, from the glimpse which I got of it from the train and the little I could walk through the streets. I feared to go very far from the station, as we had arrived late and would start as near the correct time as possible. The impression I had was that we were leaving the West and entering the East; the most western of splendid bridges over the Danube, which is here of noble width and depth, took us among the traditions of Turkish rule.

We left in pretty good time, and came after nightfall to Klausenburgh. Here I stopped for the night at the Hotel Royale. I had for dinner, or rather supper, a chicken done up some way with red pepper, which was very good but thirsty. (Mem., get recipe for Mina.) I asked the waiter, and he said it was called “paprika hendl,” and that, as it was a national dish, I should be able to get it anywhere along the Carpathians. I found my smattering of German very useful here; indeed, I don’t know how I should be able to get on without it.

Having had some time at my disposal when in London, I had visited the British Museum, and made search among the books and maps in the library regarding Transylvania; it had struck me that some foreknowledge of the country could hardly fail to have some importance in dealing with a nobleman of that country. I find that the district he named is in the extreme east of the country, just on the borders of three states, Transylvania, Moldavia and Bukovina, in the midst of the Carpathian mountains; one of the wildest and least known portions of Europe. I was not able to light on any map or work giving the exact locality of the Castle Dracula, as there are no maps of this country as yet to compare with our own Ordnance Survey maps; but I found that Bistritz, the post town named by Count Dracula, is a fairly well-known place. I shall enter here some of my notes, as they may refresh my memory when I talk over my travels with Mina.

[Dracula, by Bram Stoker]


EXERCISE 2. Explain the articles in the following sentences.
1. The Nile flows across the northeastern part of Africa to the Mediterranean Sea.
2. Africa is surrounded by the Mediterranean Sea to the north, the Red Sea to the northeast, the Indian Ocean to the southeast and the Atlantic Ocean to the west.
3. Geologically, Africa includes the Arabian Peninsula; the Zagros Mountains of Iran and the Anatolian Plateau of Turkey mark the place where the African Plate collided with Eurasia.
4. Countries where major human rights violations have been reported in recent times include the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Sudan.
5. The highest African mountain is Kilimanjaro, which has three peaks, named Kibo, Mawenzi and Shira, of which Kibo is the tallest.
6. The Sahara is the largest hot desert in the world, and the third largest desert overall after Antarctica and the Arctic.
7. Greek traders spread from the Mediterranean along the eastern coast of the Sahara, establishing trading colonies along the Red Sea.
8. David Livingstone was wrong about his theory that the Nile takes its source in Lake Malawi, as the Nile rises in the Great Lakes region of central Africa. 
9. The Republic of Kenya is named after Mount Kenya. Kenya's capital and largest city is Nairobi.
10. The Serengeti National Park is a lovely national park that lies in northwestern Tanzania and borders on Kenya to the north. 

EXERCISE 3. Fill in the gaps and explain your choice.
1. __Europe is a continent located entirely in ___ Northern Hemisphere and mostly in __ Eastern Hemisphere.
2. The continent is bordered by __ Arctic Ocean to ___ north, ___ Atlantic Ocean to ___ west, ____Asia to ___ east, and ____ Mediterranean Sea to ___ south.
3. The geographic border between ___ Europe and ___ Asia does not follow any state boundaries: ___Turkey, ___ Russian Federation, ___Azerbaijan, ___Georgia and ___ Republic of Kazakhstan are transcontinental countries.
4. The southern regions of ___Europe are mountainous, and moving north the terrain descends from ___Alps, __Pyrenees, and ___Carpathians into broad, low northern plains. 
5. The extended lowland north of ___ Alps is known as ___ Great European Plain.
6. The climate of the continent is mild due to the influence of ____ Gulf Stream.
7. ____ Ruhr is an urban area in ___North Rhine-Westphalia, ___Germany. It is the largest urban area in ____ Federal Republic of Germany and the third-largest in ____ European Union.
8. ____ Rhine has its source in ____ Switzerland and flows north through ____Germany and ___ Netherlands into ____ North Sea.
9. Johann Strauss composed The Blue Danube waltz in 1866. ____ Danube flows through four capital cities (____Vienna, ____Bratislava, ____Budapest, and __Belgrade). 
10. ___ Roman Empire was the post-Republican period of ___ancient Rome. It included large territories around ___Mediterranean sea in ___Europe, ____North Africa and ____West Asia. 

EXERCISE 4. Explain the difference between these pairs of sentences. 
1.  The Antarctic is a polar region around the South Pole.
      Antarctica is the Earth's southernmost continent. It is situated in the Antarctic region.

2. Tahiti is the largest island in French Polynesia, located in the central part of the Pacific Ocean.
     The Society Islands are an archipelago located in the South Pacific Ocean.

3. Ireland is separated from Great Britain by the North Channel, the Irish Sea, and St George's Channel.
    The island of Ireland is divided between the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland, which is part of the United Kingdom.

4. The international border between Nepal and China runs across the summit point of Mount Everest. 
     The Himalayas occupy a large territory in five countries, including the People's Republic of China. 

5. Trump Tower is a 58-floor skyscraper in Midtown Manhattan, New York City.
     The Tower of London a historic castle located on the north bank of the River Thames in central London.

6. Shanghai Science and Technology Museum is one of the world’s most-visited museums.
    The British Museum features a permanent collection of some eight million artefacts. 

7. The Great Lakes of North America consist of Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake Erie, and Lake Ontario.
     Chicago is located on the shores of the Michigan. 


EXERCISE 5. Explain the reasons for the articles in these sets of contrasted examples.
1. London is the largest city of England and the United Kingdom.
    The City of London, London's ancient core − an area of just 1.12 square miles (2.9 km2) − follows closely the medieval borders of the city.
    London Heathrow Airport is a major international airport and the busiest airport in Europe by passenger traffic. 

2. Botswana is a landlocked country in Southern Africa with the population of 2,3 million people.
    The Republic of Botswana has transformed itself into one of the world's fastest-growing economies. Its key industries are mining, cattle, and tourism.
    Students enter the University of Botswana, Botswana College of Agriculture, Botswana International University of Science and Technology

3. Victoria Harbour separates Hong Kong Island in the south from the Kowloon Peninsula to the north.
Lake Victoria was renamed after Queen Victoria by the explorer John Hanning Speke. It has since been recognized that the native guides used the name Lake Nyanza to describe it to him.
Victoria Peak is a hill on the western half of Hong Kong Island. It is a major tourist attraction that offers views of the surrounding islands.

4. The People’s Republic of China is the country with the highest death toll because of air pollution.
    In recent decades, China has suffered from severe environmental deterioration.
    China Agricultural University is a university in Beijing that offers programs in agriculture, biology, engineering and veterinary medicine. 
    The University of Science and Technology of China (USTC) is a national research university under the direct leadership of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS).

5. The Congo River, formerly known as the Zaire River, is the second longest river in Africa, shorter only than the Nile.
The historic kingdom of Kongo was named for the indigenous Kongo people and was one of the African countries hit by slavery export. 
Congo Square is part of Louis Armstrong Park located in New Orleans, Louisiana. The neighborhood is famous for its history of African American music.


EXERCISE 6. Explain the use of articles in the following song lyrics and quotes:    

1. I follow the Moskva
Down to Gorky Park
Listening to the wind of change.
An August summer night,
Soldiers passing by,
Listening to the wind of change.
(Scorpions, Wind of Change)

2. It starts down in Wapping
There ain't no stopping.
By-pass Barking and straight through Dagenham
Down to Grays Thurrock
And rather near Basildon,
Pitsea, Thundersley, Hadleigh, Leigh-On-Sea,
Chalkwell, Prittlewell,
Southend's the end.
(Billy Bragg, A13, Trunk Road to the Sea)

3. Such a melting pot on the corner selling rock preachers pray to God.
Hail a gypsy cab takes me down from Harlem to the Brooklyn Bridge.
Someone sleeps tonight with a hunger far more than an empty fridge.
I might make it by any means, I got a pocketful of dreams – baby, I'm from New York!
(Alicia Keys, New York)

4. Far over the Misty Mountains cold,
To dungeons deep and caverns old,
We must away, ere break of day,
To seek our pale enchanted gold.
(J.R.R. Tolkien, Far Over the Misty Mountains cold)

5. And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true. So let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York. Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania.

Let freedom ring from the Rockies of Colorado. Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California. But not only that; let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia. Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee.

Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi. From every mountainside, let freedom ring.
(Dr. Martin Luther King, I Have A Dream speech)

EXERCISE 7. Explain the reasons for the articles. 
1. Russia, officially the Russian Federation, is a transcontinental country in Eastern Europe and North Asia.
2. The country shares maritime borders with Japan by the Sea of Okhotsk and the U.S. state of Alaska across the Bering Strait.
3. Following the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991, twelve independent republics emerged from the USSR: Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and the Baltic states regained independence.
4. Mountain ranges are found along the southern borders, such as the Caucasus (containing Mount Elbrus, which at 5,642 m is the highest point in Europe) and the Altai (containing Mount Belukha, which at the 4,506 m is the highest point of Siberia outside of the Russian Far East).
5. The Ural Mountains, rich in mineral resources, form a north-south range that divides Europe and Asia.
6. Russia has an extensive coastline of over 37,000 km along the Arctic and Pacific Oceans, as well as along the Baltic Sea, Sea of Azov, Black Sea and Caspian Sea.
7. Lake Baikal is the world's deepest, purest, oldest and most capacious freshwater lake.
8. The Siberian rivers Ob, Yenisey, Lena and Amur are among the longest rivers in the world.
9. The most renowned railway in Russia is the Trans-Siberian Railway that spans a record of seven time zones.
10. Moscow Metro and Saint Petersburg Metro are the oldest in Russia, opened in 1935 and 1955 respectively.

EXERCISE 8. Fill in the articles and explain your choice.
1. ___Novosibirsk is an immense metropolitan area in ___ Siberia, ___Russia. It is divided into two parts by ___ Ob River.  
2. The city culture was greatly shaped by immigrant flows – independent settlers of ____Russian Empire, young professionals of ___ USSR, evacuated factory workers and intelligentsia from ___Saint Petersburg (formerly ___ Leningrad) as well as repressed ethnic communities of the war period.
3. ___Novosibirsk is the administrative center of _____Novosibirsk Oblast in ____Russian Federation.
4. The city hosts dozens of large corporations as well as ____Novosibirsk Zoo. It is served by ___Tolmachevo Airport, the busiest airport in ____ Siberia.
5. _____ Siberian Division of the Academy of Sciences has its headquarters in ____Akademgorodok, and the town hosts more than 35 research institutes and universities, including ____Novosibirsk State University.
6. The city is home for ___Novosibirsk Academic Symphony Orchestra, ____Novosibirsk Philharmonic Chamber Orchestra, ____Russian Academic Orchestra of Folk Instruments, and dozens of other notable musical groups.
7. ___ Monument to the Heroes of the Revolution is hidden behind the building of ____ Philharmonic Society.
8. The city is located in the hearts of  ____ West Siberian Plain. ____ Kluch-Kamyshenskoe plateau is the highest point in the city district. 
9. ___ Monument to the First Traffic Light on ___ Serebrennikovskaya Street portrays a stumpy little man staring up at a bendy traffic light.
10. The architecture of ___ Lenin Square is dominated by ____ Novosibirsk State Theatre of Opera and Ballet, but the buildings surrounding the square are much more interesting. ___ Pervomaysky park is the favourite place of local artists and musicians.

EXERCISE 9. Fill in the articles in the text and explain your choice. 

Mr. Phileas Fogg lived, in 1872, at No. 7, ___Saville Row, _____Burlington Gardens, the house in which Sheridan died in 1814. He was one of the most noticeable members of the Reform Club, though he seemed always to avoid attracting attention; an enigmatical personage, about whom little was known, except that he was a polished man of the world. 

Certainly an Englishman, it was more doubtful whether Phileas Fogg was a Londoner. He was never seen at ___ Bank of England, nor in ___ City of London, not in ___ St James Park; no ships ever came up ___ Thames into __ London docks of which he was the owner; he had no public employment; he had never been entered at any of ___ Inns of Court, either at ___ Lincoln's Inn, or ___Gray's Inn; nor had his voice ever resounded in _ Court of Chancery, or in ___Houses of Parliament. He certainly was not a manufacturer; nor was he a merchant or a gentleman farmer. His name was strange to the scientific and learned societies, and he never was known to take part in the sage deliberations of ____Royal Institution or ___ Artisan's Association, or ___Institution of Arts and Sciences. He belonged, in fact, to none of the numerous societies which swarm in the English capital.

And this gentleman was about to travel around the world in eighty days. ___Times, ___Standard, ___Morning Post, and ___Daily News, and twenty other highly respectable newspapers scouted Mr. Fogg's project as madness; ____ Daily Telegraph alone hesitatingly supported him.

The steamer Mongolia, belonging to ___ Peninsular and Oriental Company was due at eleven o'clock a.m. on Wednesday, the 9th of October, at ___Suez. The Mongolia plied regularly between ___Brindisi and ___Bombay via ___ Suez Canal, and was one of the fastest steamers belonging to the company. English ships daily passed to and fro on the great canal, by which the old roundabout route from __England to ___India by ____ Cape of Good Hope was abridged by at least a half.

[abridged from Around the World in 80 Days, by Jules Verne]

EXERCISE 10. Draw a map of your own imaginary continent and suggest ideas for the items in the table, observing the rules for articles:

	1
	Give your continent an exotic name. Add several islands in the periphery of the continent. 
	

	2
	Surround your continent with two or three oceans.


	

	3
	Give names to at least four seas that wash the shores of the continent.

	

	4
	Add two or three mountain chains and name them according to the climate, the danger level and a mineral that is mined there. Choose where the highest peak is and give it an impressive name. 
	

	5
	Add one large lake and two small ones. Give them appropriate names.

	

	6
	Find some space between the two mountain ranges and make it a plateau and a desert in the southern part of the plateau. 
	

	7
	Draw three rivers following the pattern of the lakes and the mountain chains. Let one river sound exotic and one more river to sound boring. 
	

	8
	Find a place where the largest river flows into the ocean and make it a gulf. Give it a name that reflects the wealth of the place. 
	

	9
	Add forests and canyons to your liking. 


	

	10
	Divide the continent into three countries. Let one country be an empire, another a kingdom and the third a republic.
	

	11
	Find good places for the capitals of the countries. The best places are at the coast of some sea, on the shore of a lake or at the bank of a river. 
Give names to the capitals.
	

	12
	Add at least three smaller cities in every country. Think about their economy: the names should reflect if their main industry is mining, or agriculture, or some specific good. 
	

	13
	Connect the capitals with roads and give each road a name. These will be trading routes, but they may also represent a military danger. 
	

	14
	Think about one most beautiful landmark in every capital. It may be a palace, a tower, a castle, a museum, a garden or a park. 
	

	15
	Now that your continent is complete get ready to tell about its geography. 

	


 




Appendix 1. Articles with names of meals
Name of meals include breakfast, lunch, dinner, supper, brunch, etc.

The zero article is used when names of meals are used in a general meaning “process of taking food”. 
E.g. Breakfast will be at 7. 
Will you stay for dinner? 

The definite article is used when the noun denotes a party or a meeting, or its contents. 
E.g. At the last dinner the Sandfords announced that Helen was on the family way. 
They thanked us for the breakfast. 

The indefinite article is used when the noun is modified by a descriptive attribute. 
E.g. We had a quiet, home-style dinner.
 I’ll give you an authentic English breakfast. 

Comp.:  Let's meet for lunch. 
A business lunch is part meal, part meeting. 
When the business lunch ends in the wrong way, you still need to finish it politely.
 
The dinner is ready. 
Wash your hands, everyone, dinner is ready. 



Appendix 2. Articles with names of seasons
The definite article is used with names of seasons when the speaker refers to a particular period of time in the past, present or future.
 E.g. The summer was hot and humid, so we played in the shade. 

The indefinite article is used when the noun is modified by a descriptive attribute.
E.g. He passed a lazy summer reading books and watching TV shows in French. 

The zero article is used: 
1) when the noun is modified by the adjectives early, mid or late.
E.g. It was early summer. 

2) in attributive of-phrases:  
E.g. the warmth of spring, the dust of summer, three months of winter. 

3) with predicative nouns: 
E.g. It was summer and everything bloomed. 

Either the zero or the definite article may be used in the following cases depending on the speaker’s intention to refer to a specific period or a type of climatic weather pattern:

1) in statements with these nouns as the subject:
E.g.     (The) Winter is coming. 
(The) Summer was over. 
(The) Spring approached. 
(The) Autumn passed. 

2) in prepositional phrases with in, till, until, before, after: 
E.g. The sun in (the) summer is dangerous. 


Appendix 3. Articles with parts of the day
Parts of the day include the nouns day, night, morning, evening, noon, afternoon, midnight, dawn, twilight, dusk, sunrise, sunset, etc.

The definite article is used: 
1) when the speaker uses the article in a limiting meaning (a particular day) or there is a limiting attribute. 
E.g.      The night was warm and peaceful. 
He decided to spend the afternoon sunbathing.
 
2) if the speaker chooses to use the noun in the generic sense. This is a rare case.
E.g.     He used to spend the morning on the porch. 
            I often sat up the night with the sick child. 

The indefinite article is used when the noun is modified by a descriptive attribute and is used either as a predicative noun or with a preposition.

E.g.      The baby was born on a bleak November night. 
It will be a glorious sunny day and everyone will be delighted to see us. 
On a hot August evening a stranger approached the mansion and knocked at the door. 

The zero article is used:
1) with predicative nouns if there is no descriptive attribute.
E.g.      It was evening when the colleagues completed the report and walked home. 
It was nearly midnight and none of them had slept or eaten for a long time. 

2) with predicative nouns modified by the adjectives early, late, broad and high. 
E.g. It was early morning. It was late night. It was broad day.  It was high noon. 

3) when the noun is modified by the nouns Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday, tomorrow and yesterday. 
E.g. The duchess will set off for a trip tomorrow morning. 
       You can request her audience on Friday afternoon. 

NB 1: There are set phrases where the article is motivated by tradition rather than the speaker’s choice:
a) the definite article: in the morning, in the afternoon, in the evening, in the night. 
E.g. I never met my Muse in the daytime. 
     Our dates were always in the night, when people couldn’t see her. 

b) the zero article: at / by / past / before / after / till / until + the zero article + the noun. 
E.g. At night, when it gets dark, and I feel tired and sleepy, I put on my pajamas and go to bed. 
The artist completed the masterpiece by midnight; he always worked better after sunset. 
 
NB 2: mind the following set phrases:
	all day 
all day long
all through the day 
	all night 
all night through
all through the night 
	day after day
night after night
from morning till night 
	to do smth day and night
in the dead of the night
late at night but early in the morning





Appendix 4. Articles with names of diseases.
Uncountable names of diseases are typically preceded by the zero article, either used by the speaker in a general sense or to nominate the disease.
E.g. Lung cancer is difficult to treat but it can be easily prevented. 
Immobilized patients often die of pneumonia. 
Hector had asthma and coped with it. 
Cholera and plague destroyed whole cities. 
The count was diagnosed with diabetes and had to cut down his sugar intake. 
Short-term effects of a concussion include memory loss, depression and anxiety.

The definite article may be used: 
1) in a clear back reference to a specific case: Alfred was never the same person after the depression. 

2) if the speaker refers to an epidemic: I’ve got the flu. In 1666 the Great Fire of London put an end to the plague, as it killed most of the rats that carried the infection. 

3) if there is a limiting attribute: The chicken pox brought by the colonizers killed millions of aboriginal people who had no immunity to it.  

Note 1. The following nouns are class nouns; an allergy, a stroke, a heart attack, a cold, 
E.g. I discovered recently that I have an allergy to milk.
Sudden numbness of your face may be a sign that you may be having a stroke. 

Note 2. Traumas are class nouns: a concussion, a fracture, a bruise, a frostbite, a burn, a fracture, a wound. 
E.g. The body had a fresh bruise to the right side of the head unrelated to the gunshot wound.

Note 3. The words “fever”, “disability” “addiction”, and “ache” behave as typical abstract uncountable nouns, but are often used in the meaning “a case of” or “a kind of”.
E.g. The reason he was absent was that he had a severe headache. Headache is a common symptom. 
Encephalitis is a disease that can cause disability or death. We can’t easily define what a disability is. 
He is still running a high fever. Initial symptoms of food poisoning include high fever and stomachache. 




Appendix 5. Articles with common set phrases

The nouns school, college, church, prison, jail, camp, court, bed, table, market, town may be used with the zero article when they lose their concrete meaning and denote the activity for which the place is intended. In this case they may be considered as set phrases. 

E.g. The kids go to school early. But: my father went to a fancy school in the downtown. 
Applying to college is so confusing. 
It’s lunch time, let’s sit down to table. 
Clark was taken to hospital. 
Jonah spent a night in hospital.
I will take you to court if you persist in insulting me. 
We thought he would be out of town that week. 
You will be sent to prison when you are caught. 
The electricity was cut off and everyone went to bed early. 
The family went to church every Saturday.

Please find below the list of set phrases for independent research with a dictionary. If several phrases are listed in the same line that means that you should find the difference between them. 

	#
	The set phrase
	The example sentence
	The meaning

	1
	by train
by boat 
by car
by train
	
	

	2
	by air 
by post 
by phone
by radio
	
	

	3
	by accident
by mistake
by chance
	
	

	4
	on foot 
on tiptoe
	
	

	5
	on board

	
	

	6
	at sea
to sea
by sea
	
	

	7
	at hand
on hand
off hand
by hand
	
	

	8
	on leave
on business
on holiday
	
	

	9
	in detail
in memory of
in honor of 
	
	

	10
	on condition that 

	
	

	11
	to take smth to heart

	
	

	12
	under the influence of smth

	
	

	13
	under the pretence of smth

	
	

	14
	to play the piano


on the spot
	
	

	15
	on the one hand 
on the other hand 
	
	

	16
	to be out of the question

	
	

	17
	in the original

	
	

	18
	on the whole

	
	

	19
	to be on the safe side

	
	

	20
	the other day 

	
	

	21
	in a hurry

	
	

	22
	as a result

	
	

	23
	to be at a loss

	
	

	24
	at a glance

	
	

	25
	in a low voice
in a loud voice
in a quiet voice
	
	

	26
	to take a fancy to smth 

	
	

	27
	to have a mind to do smth 

	
	

	28
	a great many
a great deal

	
	

	29
	little 
a little
few 
a few 

	
	

	30
	a lot of smth
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