
moved away from her friends... (Bronte.) The horses were be­
ing put to punctually at a quarter to nine. (Dickens.) 
c) When the verb is in t h e f u t u r e t e n s e (or t h e f u t u r e -

i n - t h e - p a s t ) : 
The entrance door will be closed at 7. Further details will 

be given in a subsequent chapter. She would be scolded, abused, 
ignominiously discharged. (Dreiser . ) 
d) The use of t h e p e r f e c t form often shows that the verb 

fofie + p a r t i c i p l e II is the passive voice: ' 
Compare the following: 

"Be careful, the door is freshly painted." (a nominal predi­
cate) — "Oh, has it already been painted?" (the passive voice). 
"How much have you done?" (the passive voice) — "It's all done, 
aunt." (a nominal predicate) (Twain.) 
Here are some more examples of the passive voice with the verb 

in a perfect form: 
The window was still open, the curtains had not been drawn .. 

(Ga l swor thy . ) Bessie... had closed the nursery-door upon me... 
(Bronte . ) 
e) The-combination to 6 e - f - p a r t i c i p l e II is usually the pas­

sive voice when the doer of t h e a c t i o n is expressed in the 
sentence and is introduced by the preposition by: 

They were interrupted by Miss Bennet. (Austen.) Lidia was 
bid by her eldest sisters to hold her tongue... (Austen.) She 
was roused from her seat and her reflections by someone's ap­
proach... (Austen.) 

MOOD 

Mnnj_ к the form of the verb which shows in what relation 
to reality the speaker places the action or state expressed by the 
predicate verb. Thus the category of mood expresses modality.* 

1. There are the following moods in English: the direct moods — 

* M о d a 1 i t у is the relation of the action or state expressed by the pred­
icate to reality as it is regarded by the speaker. Modality may be expressed as 
follows: 

a) By m o o d - f o r m s of the v e r b: He was here yesterday. I wish he were 
here. Be here to-morrow. 

b) By m о d a 1 v e r b s : She can easily do it. You should help him. It 
must be late. 

c) By p a r e n t h e t i ca 1 (вводные) w o r d s and e x p r e s s i o n s : Per­
haps he will come to-morrow. He is a very capable student, \rfo be sure. They 
are ready, I believe. \ . '■ •. 
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PASSIVE VOICE 

The Tenses of the Indicative Mood in the Two Aspect Forms (Common and Continuous) 

The Primary Tenses The Secondary Tenses 

C o m m o n A s p e c t 

Present 

it is written 

is it written? 

it is not written 

Past 

it was written 

was it written? 

it was not writ­
ten 

Future 

it will be writ­
ten 

will it be writ­
ten? 

it will not be 
written 

Present Perfect 

it has been written 

has it been writ­
ten? 

it has not been 
written 

Past Perfect 

it had been 
written 

had it been 
written? 

it had not been 
written 

Future Perfect 

it will have 
written 

will it have 
written? 

it will not 
been written 

been 

been 

have 

C o n t i n u o u s A s p e c t 

it is being writ­
ten 

is it being writ­
ten? 

it is not being 
written 

it was being 
written 

was it being 
written? 

it was not being 
written 

none n o n e -



the i n d i c a t i v e and the i m p e r a t i v e ; the oblique (косвенные) 
moods — s u b j u n c t i v e I, s u b j u n c t i v e II, the s u p p o s i t i o n -
a 1 and the c o n d i t i o n a l . 

THE INDICATIVE MOOD 

The i n d i c a t i v e mood shows that the speaker considers the 
action or state denoted by the predicate as an a c t u a l f a c t and 
affirms or negates its existence in the present, past or future: 

The forces of the peace camp are growing in numbers and 
strength from day to day. 

The sun had not quite set, and its last smoky radiance slant­
ed into the burnished autumn woods. (Ga l swor thy . ) I shall 
act and I shall act promptly. (Maugham.) ...a blackbird close 
by burst into song. (Ga lswor thy . ) "...there is a girl in Goya 
picture at Madrid who's like me, Father says." (Ga l swor thy . ) 
The indicative mood is widely used in Modern English. As has 

already been stated the verb in the indicative mood has three p r ima­
ry t e n s e s and t h r e e s e c o n d a r y (per fec t ) t enses , two 
aspect forms — c o m m o n and c o n t i n u o u s , and two voice forms 
— a c t i v e and p a s s i v e . 

THE IMPERATIVE MOOD 

1. In the i m p e r a t i v e mood the speaker u r g e s the person 
addressed to f u l f i l an a c t i o n . This may be expressed in the 
form of a c o m m a n d , a r e q u e s t , a w a r n i n g , etc. 

The imperative mood has only one simple form for the s e c o n d 
p e r s o n s i n g u l a r and p l u r a l , and is the plain present tense 
stem or common stem of the verb: 

"Go and fetch him." (Maugham.) "Come along with me," 
said Horn. (Maugham.) "Look out!" cried Fleur. (Galswor­
thy.) "Please, row." (Ga l swor thy . ) 
In the 1st and 3rd person the conbination let-\- i n f i n i t i v e , an 

equivalent of the imperative, is used: 
"Let me go in and see him alone. (Maugham) "Let's go 

on," said Mrs. Davidson. (Maugham.) "Let her go by herself 
into the water..." (Bennet t . ) 
2. The subject of an. imperative is se ldom e x p r e s s e d unless 

it is emphatic. In Old English the pronoun-subject was generally 
placed UfTer the verb. This word order is still found in some set 
phrases: Look you! Mind you! Go you! 

"Look you, sir, do you see the revenue cutter?" (Marrya t . ) 
"Mind you, this is your last chance." (Ga l swor thy . ) 
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In Modern English it is placed before the verb in the usual place 
of the subject: 

"Next time," said his mother, "you be more careful." (Law­
rence. ) "You keep this copy. I don't want it." (Gordon.) 
"You come along too, doctor." (Maugham.) "Don't you lose a 
minute." (Conrad.) 
3. The n e g a t i v e imperative is formed by means of the aux­

iliary to do even if we have the verb to be which in the indicative 
mood does not require that auxiliary: 

"Nonsense, James: don't talk like that!" ( G a l s w o r t h y . ) 
"Don't cut yourself." (Aldr idge. ) "Don't be alarmed," he 
said... (Ga l swor thy . ) 
4. The e m p h a t i c imperative is formed with the help of the 

auxiliary verb to do, followed by the i n f i n i t i v e : 
'Jjo sit down." (Ga l swor thy . ) "Do be quiet, Payne," in­

terposed the Lieutenant. (Dickens.) "Joe," Alice said, "do have 
a sandwich." (Braine). 
5. Will you? very often follows the imperative. In such impera­

tive sentences the order becomes modified by the addition of wilt 
you? into a kind of request: 

"Give me my box and money, will you?" I cried bursting 
into tears. (Dickens.) "Turn to the right here, will you?" 
(Braine.) "Heigh! heigh! Keep that dog back, will you?" he 
shouted... (Eliot .) 

THE OBLIQUE MOODS 

The function of the o b l i q u e moods is to represent some­
thing in the speaker's mind not as a real fact, b u t as a w i s h , 
p u r p o s e , s u p p o s i t i o n , d o u b t or c o n d i t i o n , p r o b l e m ­
a t i c or c o n t r a r y to fact . When the speakeL expresses his 
wish by using one of the .oblique moods, he merely communicates 
to the hearer what he coTisTders"durable"This is™f he "main difference 
between the oblique moods and the imperative. When using the 
imperative mood the speaker directly urges the person addressed to 
fulfil his order or request. 

Be quiet! — Here I want to produce an immediate effect, to 
bring about some actual changes in the existing state of things; I 
want a noisy person to become quiet as the result of my urging 
him to be so. 

/ wish you were quiet. — Here I merely inform the hearer of 
what I consider desirable, indicating at the same time that my wish 
contradicts the actual state of things ( = you are not quiet). 
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/ wish it were spring all the year round. — Here I communi­
cate to the hearer a desire of mine which is a matter of mere im­
agination and can never be fulfilled. 

It is impossible that he should have said such a thing. — Here 
I express my doubt with regard to his having said such a thing. 

/ / it were not so cold, I should go out. — It is cold and I 
don't go out; I only imagine the possibility of my going out if the 
weather were different from what it actually is. 

It is necessary that you should go there. — Here I make a state­
ment of what I consider to be indispensable, leaving the question 
of its realization open. 

There are four oblique moods in Modern English, of which t w o 
are s y n t h e t i c a l and t w o a n a l y t i c a l . 

The s y n t h e t i c a l m o o d s are: s u b j u n c t i v e I and sub­
j u n c t i v e II. 

The a n a l y t i c a l moods are: the c o n d i t i o n a l and the 
s u p p o s i t i o n a l . 

N o t e . — The two synthetical moods (subjunctive I and subjunctive II) are 
often united under the general name of the s u b j u n c t i v e mood ; the two 
analytical moods (the conditional and the suppositional) are regarded as e q u i v ­
a l e n t s of t h e s u b j u n c t i v e . In some grammars the analytical moods 
{the conditional and the suppositional) are included into the subjunctive mood 
as the a n a 1 у t i с а 1 f o r m s of the s u b j u n c t i v e . 

THE SYNTHETICAL MOODS 

SUBJUNCTIVE I AND SUBJUNCTIVE II 

Historically the forms he be — he were, he have—he had, 
etc., were tense forms (present and past) of one mood — t h e sub­
j u n c t i v e . But in the course of time their meaning has changed, 
they no longer indicate distinction of time but express d i f f e r e n t 
m o d a l i t y . 

The form he be is used with reference to a n y t i m e indicating 
s u p p o s i t i o n or u n c e r t a i n t y : It is strange (was, will be) 
that he be late. 

The form he were is often used with regard to the present in­
dicating u n r e a l i t y : / / he were at home, he would see her. I 
wish she were here. 

Taking into consideration this historical change of meaning 
{time distinctions have become modal distinctions) we consider it 
advisable to regard these two forms {he be — he were, he have — 
he had, etc.) as two distinct moods. Preserving the traditional name 
s u b j u n c t i v e , we shall call these two moods\ sub j u n c t i v e I 
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(be) and s u b j u n c t i v e II (were). 
Subjunctive I and subjunctive II do not only express different 

modality but also differ in style. 
S u b j u n c t i v e I is rather obsolete in Modern English; it may 

he found in poetry, high prose and official documests (treaties, man­
ifestoes, resolutions, etc.): 

Be his banner unconquered, resistless his spear. (Scott . ) Let 
us unite our efforts and demand that the war now devastating 
Korea, a war that to-morrow may set the world ablaze, cease 
now. ("Manifesto to Peoples of the World," Second World Con­
gress of Partisans of Peace.) 
But in The United States of America subjunctive I is still in 

use: 
I still suggest that you wait... (Dreiser . ) Ruth had urged 

that he take a clerk's position in an office. (London.) 
S u b j u n c t i v e II is a living form which is used in colloquial 

speech and literary style as well: 
"If I were you," she said, "I should not worry." ( H a r r a d e n . ) 

As I heard the waves rushing along the sides of the ship and 
roaring in my very ear, it seemed as if Death were raging round 
this floating prison seeking for his prey. ( I rv ing. ) 

SUBJUNCTIVE I 

1. S u b j u n c t i v e I represents an action as p r o b l e m a t i c , 
but not as contradicting reality. It is used to express o rde r , re­
ques t , s u g g e s t i o n , s u p p o s i t i o n , p u r p o s e , etc. 

/ / the-weather be fine to-morrow, we shall go to the country (I 
am not quite certain what the weather will be like to-morrow but 
its being fine is not excluded). / suggest that he do the work (I make 
a statement of my suggestion, the fulfilment of which I consider 
desirable). 

Subjunctive I has also o p t a t i v e meaning (желательное значе­
ние): 

Long live the forces of peace! Success attend you! (Sher i ­
dan.) 
2. Subjunctive I has no t e n s e s , the same form being used 

for the present, past and future: 
He orders that we be present. He ordered that we be pre­

sent. It is necessary that you be present at our meeting to-mor­
row. 
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3. The formal difference between subjunctive 1 and the indica­
tive mood has almost disappeared in Modern English. The remaining 
forms in which subjunctive I differs from the present indicative 
are: 

a) In the verb to be: I be, he (she, it) be, we be, you be, 
they be. 

. \J 

b) In all other verbs whereMhe form of the t h i r d p e r s o n 
s i n g u l a r has no 5-inflexion and thus does not differ from the 
first and second person: he have, he speak, he go. 

Subjunctive I 

to be 

1 be 
he be 
we be 
you be 
they be 

to have 

I have 
he have 
we have 
you have 
they have 

to speak 

I speak 
he speak 
we speak 
you speak 
they speak 

4. In" Modern English subjunctive I is rapidly falling into 
disuse. 

In many cases where it was used in the earlier periods of the 
language we find now the indicative, subjunctive I being preserved 
only in elevated prose and poetry or in the language of official 
documents: 

Here will I stand till Caesar pass along. ( S h a k e s p e a r e . ) 
Compare with present day English: / shall stand here till the car 

passes. 
If in this heart a hope be dear, 
That sound shall charm it forth again; 
If in these eyes there lurk a tear, 
'Twill flow and cease to burn my brain. 

(Byron.) 
Subjunctive I is used here as a poetic survival since the indica­

tive mood is now the usual form in complex sentences with a con­
ditional clause of real condition: 

"If you are not tired," he* said, "can you give me ten min­
utes?" ( G a l s w o r t h y . ) 
In other cases, where modality has to be expressed, the uncol-

loquial subjunctive I is usually replaced either lay the s u p p o s i -
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и о п а 1 mood or by f ree c o m b i n a t i o n s of m o d a l v e r b s 
wi th t h e i n f i n i t i v e (modal phrases): 

He ordered that we be present (subjunctive I). He ordered 
that we should be present (the suppositional mood). We shall 
start to-morrow though it rain (subjunctive I). We shall start 
to-morrow though it should rain (the suppositional mood). It 
is necessary that we be present (subjunctive I). It is neces­
sary that we should be present (the suppositional mood). Whoever 
you be, you have no right to do such a thing (subjunctive I). 
Whoever you may be, you have no right to do such a thing 
(modal phrase). 

SUBJUNCTIVE II 

1. S u b j u n c t i v e II represents an action as c o n t r a r y to r e ­
a l i t y : ч 

/ wish he were with us (my desire contradicts the actual state 
of things — he is not with us). / / he had been in town yesterday, 
he would have come (the condition stated in the if-clause is an unre­
al condition — he was not in town yesterday). 

2. Subjunctive II has two tenses: the p r e s e n t and the p a s t 
The forms of the present subjunctive II do not differ from the 

forms of the past indicative. The only exception is the verb to be 
in which some forms of the present subjunctive II differ from the 
forms of the past indicative: 

The p r e s e n t s u b j u n c t i v e II: / were, he (she, it) were. 
The p a s t i n d i c a t i v e : / was, he (she, it) was. 

The difference concerns only the singular; in the plural the forms 
of both moods coinside: 

The p r e s e n t s u b j u n c t i v e II: we were, you were, they 
were. 

The p a s t i n d i c a t i v e : we were, you were, they were. 
In all the other verbs the forms of the p r e s e n t s u b j u n c ­

t i v e H a r e h o m o n y m o u s with the forms of the p a s t indi ­
c a t i v e . 

The p r e s e n t s u b j u n c t i v e II: / spoke, I wrote. 
The p a s t i n d i c a t i v e : / spoke, I wrote. 

"What would uncle Reed say to you, if he were alive?" 
•(Bronte.) He wished it were vacation and Maisie back from 
school. (Ga l swor thy . ) "I wish I knew how to reward you," 
she said with simple sincerity. ( S e t o n - T h o m p s o n . ) 
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There is an increasing tendency to substitute the form was for 
were in the singular of the present subjunctive II on the analogy of 
"all other verbs, in which subjunctive II is homonymous with the 
past indicative: 

If I had time, I should go with you (the present subjunctive 
II). I had no time yesterday (the past indicative). If I was (in­
stead of were) at home, I should see her (the present subjunc­
tive II). I was at home yesterday (the past indicative). 

The p a s t s u b j u n c t i v e II is h o m o n y m o u s 
p a s t p e r f e c t i n d i c a t i v e in all verbs: 

with the 

"Caroline, you look as if you had heard good tidings," said 
Moore... (Bronte.) "I was asking myself what I should have 
done if you had refused to come." (Bennet t . ) 

Subjunctive II 
(to be) 

Present 

I were (was) 
he were (was) 
we were 
you were 
they were 

Past 

I had been 
he had been 
we had been 
you had been 
they had been 

The Common Aspect 

(to speak) 

Present 

I spoke 
he spoke 
we spoke 
you spoke 
they spoke 

Past 

I had spoken 
he had spoken 
we had spoken 
you had spoken 
they had spoken 
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The Continuous Aspect 
(to speak) 

Present 

I were speaking 
he were speaking 
we were speaking 
you were speaking 
they were speaking 

Past 

I had been speaking 
he had been speaking 
we had been speaking 
you had been speaking 
they had been speaking 

THE ANALYTICAL MOODS 
THE SUPPOSITIONAL MOOD 

1. The s u p p o s i t i o n a l mood represents an action as prob­
l e m a t i c , but not necessarily contradicting reality. The realization 
of the action may depend on certain circumstances, but these circum­
stances are not contrary to fact: 

Should you meet him to-morrow, tell him to come (the possibil­
ity of your meeting him is not excluded. I am only not quite cer­
tain about it.) / insist that you should consult a doctor (I do not 
represent your consulting a doctor as an actual fact which will take 
place in the future, but only as something that in my opinion you 
ought to do. I am not quite sure whether you will consult a doctor 
or not; the realization of the action rests with you). 

2. The suppositional mood is used to express n e c e s s i t y , о r-
'' der, s u g g e s t i o n , s u p p o s i t i o n , etc. (See "The Use of the Ob­

lique Moods," p. 213). 
3. The suppositional mood is an a n a l y t i c a l mood, it is 

formed by combining the auxiliary verb should (for all persons) with 
the in f in i t i ve. 

The suppositional mood has two tenses: the p r e s e n t and the 
pas t . 

The p r e s e n t s u p p o s i t i o n a l is formed by the auxiliary 
verb should - ( - i n d e f i n i t e (or c o n t i n u o u s ) i n f i n i t i v e : 

He proposed to Annixter that they should accompany them. 
(Norr is . ) "I suggested we should meet here..." (Snow.) 
The p a s t s u p p o s i t i o n a l is formed by the auxiliary verb 

should-\-perfect (or p e r f e c t c o n t i n u o u s ) i n f i n i t i v e : 
At last they grew terrified that some evil should have befal­

len fyim... (Locke.) Maggie was frightened lest she should have 
been doing something wrong... (Eliot.) 
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The Suppositional Mood 

The Common Aspect 
(to speak) 

Present 

I should speak 
he should speak 
we should speak 
you should speak 

. they should speak 

Past 

I should have spoken 
he should have spoken 
we should have spoken 
you should have spoken 
they should have spoken 

The Continuous Aspect 
(to speak) 

Present 

I should be speaking 
he should be speaking 
we should be speaking 
you should be speaking 
they should be speaking 

Past 

I should have been speaking 
"he should have been speaking 
we should have been speaking 
you should have been speaking 
they should have been speaking 

THE CONDITIONAL MOOD 

1. The u n r e a l i t y of an a c t i o n represented by the con­
d i t i o n a l mood is due to the a b s e n c e of the necessary circum­
stances on which the r e a l i z a t i o n of the action depends. 

The conditional mood is mainly used in the p r i n с i p a 1 c l a u s e 
ŝf a complex sentence with a subordinate clause of u n r e a l 
c o n d i t i o n , where the verb is in subjunctive II: 

/ / he were here he would help us. (Would help shows that the 
action is contrary to fact: he does not help us is the actual state of 
things. The conditions which would make his help possible [his being 
here] do not exist [he is not here]). / / / had not been so busy yes­
terday, I should have come. (I did not come owing to unfavoura­
ble circumstances — I was busy. The conditional mood should have 
come shows that the action would have been realized if the neces­
sary conditions for its realization had existed.) 
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2. The difference between s u b j u n c t i v e II and the condi ­
t i o n a l is as follows: 

The unreality of an action expressed by the conditional mood is 
a d e p e n d e n t u n r e a l i t y : the realization of the action depends 
on the condition expressed in the subordinate clause (//-clause), and 
as the subordinate clause represents an unreal condition (a state of 
things which actually does not exist), the action of the principal 
clause (in the conditional mood) is also thought of as contradicting 
reality. Whereas the unreality of an action expressed by subjunctive 
II is no t a d e p e n d e n t u n r e a l i t y , the speaker freely, of his 
own accord, imagines a state of things which ' actually does not 
exist. 

/ / / were at home (of my own accord I imagine my being at 
home, showing by using subjunctive II that it contradicts the actual 
state of things) / should see her (using here the conditional, I show 
that the action is thought of as contrary to fact because the condi­
tion of the subordinate clause is represented as unreal). 

If we change the conditional clause of unreal condition (subjunc­
tive II) into a clause of real condition (the indicative mood) the 
conditional mood of the principal clause is replaced by the indica­
tive: 

/ / / am at home at that time to-morrow (I do not know 
whether I shall be at home or not, but I do not imply at all that 
my being at home to-morrow is doubtful) / shall see her (my see­
ing her is represented as an actual fact, the natural consequence of 
my being at home). 

The conditional mood is also used in a s i m p l e s e n t e n c e 
w i t h i m p l i e d c o n d i t i o n (see "The Use of the Oblique 
Moods," p. 214) and in t h e p r i n c i p a l c l a u s e ofa complex sentence 
with a subordinate clause of c o n c e s s i o n (see "The Use of the 
Oblique Moods"). 

3. The conditional mood has two tenses: the p r e s e n t and the 
past . 

The p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n a l is formed by the auxiliary verbs 
Jiould (1st person singular and plural), and would (2nd and 3rd per­
son singular and plural) - { - i nde f in i t e (or c o n t i n u o u s ) in f in i ­
t ive: 

If they came for her,... she wouldn't go. (Cusack.) "...I should 
be happier if there were sharper criteria to help to make 
our choice." (Snow.) "Would it bore you to dine with a total 
stranger?" (Maugham.) 
The p a s t conditional is formed by the auxiliary verbs should 

and would -\- p e r f e c t (or c o n t i n u o u s per feet) i n f i n i t i v e : 
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Unless I had heard the story from his lips I should never 
have believed that he was capable of such an action. (M a u g h a m.) 
"If I had waited for one of uncle's horses I should have 
been too late." (Hardy.) "The thing was 'rich,' as his father 
would have said..." ( G a l s w o r t h y . ) 

The Conditional Mood 

The Common Aspect 
(to speak) 

Present 

I should speak 
he would speak 
we should speak 
you would speak 
they would speak 

Past 

I should have spoken 
he would have spoken 
we should have spoken 
you would have spoken 
they would have spoken 

The Continuous Aspect 

(to speak) 

Present 

I should be speaking 
he would be speaking 
we should be speaking 
you would be speaking 
they would be speaking 

Past 

I should have been speaking 
he would have been speaking 
we should have been speaking 
you would have been speaking 
they would have been speaking 

ANALYTICAL MOODS AND MODAL PHRASES 

Not any combination of should and would with the i n f i n i t i v e 
is the conditional or suppositional mood. 

In the analytical mood forms (the conditional and the supposition­
al) the verbs should and would lose their lexical meaning and turn 
into mere aji x i j i a r i e s. 

When the7 verblT should and would preserve their lexical meaning 
(would — volition, should — obligation) they forn\ moda l phras ­
es ( compound v e r b a l p r e d i c a t e ) : 
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/ / / were in your place, I should think as you do (the con­
ditional mood; should think is a simple verbal predicate; the verb 
should has lost its lexical meaning and is a mere auxiliary of mood). 

It is necessary that he should help us (the suppositional 
mood, should help is a simple verbal predicate; the verb should has 
lost its lexical meaning and is a mere auxiliary of mood). / / it were 
not so late she would stay a little longer (the conditional mood; 
would stay is a simple verbal predicate; the verb would has lost its 
lexical meaning and is a mere auxiliary of mood). 

You should consult a doctor (a modal phrase; should consult 
is a compound verbal predicate; the verb should preserves its own 
lexical meaning and expresses here advice or admonition; the verb 
should is itself in the present tense of subjunctive II). 

/ knocked but they would not open the door (a modal phrase; 
would not open is a compound verbal predicate; the verb would has 
its own lexical meaning of volition and is in the past tense of the 
indicative mood). 

/ / you would repeat the question, I should be much obliged to 
you (a modal phrase; would repeat is a compound verbal predicate; 
the verb would has its own lexical meaning of volition — if you 
would repeat means that the action depends entirely on your consent; 
it is a form of polite request: the verb would is here in the present 
subjunctive II). 

You should see the play (a modal phrase; should see is a com­
pound verbal predicate; should has its own lexical meaning, here of 
advice, and is in the present subjunctive II). 

The Tenses of The Oblique Moods 
The tenses of the oblique moods (subjunctive II, the conditional, 

and the suppositional) are r e l a t i v e t e n s e s ; they do not refer the 
action to a certain point of time (present, past or future) but mere­
ly indicate that the action of the verb in the oblique mood coin­
c i d e s in time with the action of the verb in the principal clause 
which is in the indicative mood, or precedes- i t . 

The p r e s e n t t e n s e s of the oblique moods (present subjunc­
tive II, present conditional, present suppositional) serve to indicate 
s i m u l t a n e o u s n e s s . The p a s t t e n s e s (past subjunctive II, 
past conditional and past suppositional) are used to indicate pr ior -
i ty. . 

1. S i m u l t a n e o u s n e s s : 
a) In t h e p r e s e n t : 

You look as if you were ill. It is strange that he should 
think so. I wish I were at home. 
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b) In t h e past : \ 
You looked as if you were ill. It was strange thai he should 

think so. I wished I were at home. 
c) In t h e f u t u r e : i 

After so many sleepless nights you will look as if you were 
ill. 
2. P r i o r i t y : . 
a) In t h e p r e s e n t : 

You. look as if you had been ill for a long time. It is strange 
that he' should have thought so. I wish I had been at home. 
b) In t h e pas t : 

You looked as if you had been ill for a long time. It was 
strange that he should have thought so (on some previous occa­
sion). I wished I had been at home (when the telegram came). 
c) In t h e f u t u r e : 

If you tell her all about it she will look, or pretend to 
look, as if she had never heard of such a thing before. 
Owing to their retrospective character (priority to some other ac­

tion) the past tenses of the oblique moods are sometimes used to re­
fer an action actually to the past; correspondingly the present tenses 
sometimes refer an action to the present (absolute tenses). 

This takes place in с о m p 1 e x s e n t e n c e s of u n r e a l con­
d i t i o n where both the principal and the subordinate clause are in 
the oblique moods (subjunctive II and conditional). 

P r e s e n t : If he were here, he would help us. 
Pas t : If he had been here, he would have helped us. 
The same refers to c o m p l e x s e n t e n c e s with c o n c e s s i v e 

clauses introduced by the conjunctions even if, even though where 
in both the principal and the subordinate clause the oblique moods 
(subjunctive II and conditional) are used: 

P r e s e n t : Even though he were present, he would not be 
able to help us. 

P a s t : Even though he had been present, he would not have 
been able to help us. 
But if a complex sentence with a conditional -or concessive clause 

depends on a principal clause with a verb in the i n d i c a t i v e 
mood, the tenses of the oblique moods (subjunctive II and con­
ditional) again indicate mere simultaneousness or priority to the ac­
tion of the verb in the principal, clause. i4 
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S i m u l t a n e o u s n e s s : 1 am sure (was sure) that if she knew 
your address, she would write to you. 

P r i o r i t y : I am sure (was sure) that if she had known youi 
address she would have written to you. 

N o t e . — The difference between real and unreal condition may be lost in 
reported speech. 

U n r e a l c o n d i t i o n : R e a l c o n d i t i o n ; 
He said: "If I had time, I should go." He said: "If I have time, I shall go.' 
He said that if he had time he He said that if he had time he would 

would go. go. 

S i m u l t a n e o u s n e s s : 1 know (knew) that even though he 
were present he would not be able to help us. 

P r i o r i t y : I know (knew) that even though he had been pres­
ent he would not have been able to help us. 

The Use of the Oblique Moods 
(Subjunctive I, Subjunctive II, Conditional, Suppositional) 

Simple Sentences 

In simple sentences the following oblique moods are used: 
1. To express wish: 
a) S u b j u n c t i v e I is used in a few set expressions as a sur-

vival of the old use of this mood to express wish: 
Long live our great Soviet country! Long live the forces o) 

peacel Be ours a happy meeting! Success attend you! (Sheri­
dan.) 
Note .—' Subjunctive I may be replaced by may - ( - i n f i n i t i v e (a modal 

phrase): 
May you be happy in the life you have chosen. ( D i c k e n s . ) May our great 

Soviet country live longl 

b) S u b j u n с t i v e II is used in sentences beginning with Ok 
'that)... (literary style): 

Oh, that the storm were over! Oh, were he only herel О that 
I were a mockery king of snow! (Shakespea re . ) 
2. In sentences expressing c o n c e s s i o n we find s u b j u n c t i v e 

(in set expressions): 
"So be it!" returned Steerforth. "This evening". (Dickens.) 

"Be it so," assented Miss Lavinia, with a sigh... (Dickens.) 
...henceforth my gates are open to real life, bring what it may. 
(S h a w.) 
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N о t e. — Subjunctive I may be replaced by /e^ + i n f i n i t i y e (a modal 
phrase): 

Let it be so! 

3. To express c o m m a n d s or r e q u e s t s s u b j u n c t i v e I 
is used but only when the subject is an indefinite pronoun (some­
body, everybody, etc.) or the partitive combination one of you, etc.: 

Somebody go and fetch me a piece of chalk. One of you go 
and tell her to come. Everybody leave the room! 
Note.—Subjunctive I may be replaced by /e^ -|- i n f i n i t i v e (a modal 

phrase): 
Let somebody go and fetch me a piece of chalk. Let one of you go and tell 

her to come. 
In the older periods of the English language subjunctive I was used to ex­

press commands and requests in the 1st and 3rd person (with any subject): Part 
we in friendship from your land. ( S c o t t . ) 

Later subjunctive I was replaced by let -f i n f i n i t i v e, surviving only in 
those cases where the subject was an indefinite pronoun (somebody, everybody, 
etc.) or the partitive combination one of you, etc. 

4. The c o n d i t i o n a l mood is used in sentences with i m p l i e d 
c o n d i t i o n : 

I should like to speak to you (if I got a chance). I shouldn't 
care to accept it (if I were offered it). "Miss Dombey! Florence! 
I would die to help you." (Dickens.) The Captain would have 
been content to sit so for a week. (Dickens.) "Would it bore 
you to dine with a total stranger?" (Maugham.) . It would have 
been in vain for Scrooge to plead that the weather and the hour 
were not adapted to pedestrian purposes. (Dickens.) 
The use of s u b j u n c t i v e II in sentences of implied condition 

is now only a literary survival of an old construction: 
It were a shame to let this land by lease. (Shake­

speare . ) 

5. Subjunctive II of modal verbs is often used to express that 
something is d e s i r a b l e , a d v i s a b l e , p o s s i b l e , etc.: 

"Oh Mama, what... should I do to make us happier?" (Dick­
ens.) "You ought to have thought of this before." (Hardy.) 
"Can you tell us if there's a farm near here where we could 
stay the night?" ( G a l s w o r t h y . ) 

We find Subjunctive II also in the following p h r a s e o l o g i c a l 
(set) e x p r e s s i o n s : had better, had best, had rather, would 
sooner, would rather, would have. 

These expressions have m o d a l fo rce denoting that the action 
of the infinitive which follows them is regarded as desirable or ad­
visable: 
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"So we had better go to supper," said Mary Jane, "and 
finish the discussion afterwards." (Joyce.) "...I had better 
tell him... (Ga l swor thy . ) ...Mother said she would much rather 
watch him fish and not try to fish herself. (Le acock.) "Would 
you have me wait...?" (Voynich.) 
N о t e. — Subjunctive II would (now only a poetic survival) is used in the 

principal clause of a complex sentence to express w i s h ; the subordinate object 
clause has also subjunctive II (see "The Use of the Oblique Moods in Complex 
Sentences," p. 217, 220): 

I would I were a careless child 
Still dwelling in my Highland cave. 

( B y r o n . ) 

As modal (defective) verbs have no past subjunctive II (see "Mo­
dal [Defective] Verbs," p. 229), reference to the past is made by using 
the p e r f e c t i n f i n i t i v e : 

You really should have helped your friend. Everyone might 
have seen he was not well. 

"I ought to have been in bed a long time ago", she replied. 
(Lawrence. ) "His face was quite expectant when I began my 
answer, 'but you should have seen it when I finished." (London.) 

Complex Sentences 

In complex sentences the following oblique moods are used: 
1. In s u b j e c t c l a u s e s introduced by the anticipatory it (it 

is necessary..., it is impossible..., it is strange..., etc.) we find the 
s u p p o s i t i o n a l mood or s u b j u n c t i v e I (the latter mostly in 
the language of official documents, high prose, sometimes also in lit­
erary prose especially in the United States of America): 

It is requested that all should be (or be) ready by six o'clock. 
"Is it necessary that I should answer that question?" (Hardy.) 
It had been agreed that the family should be allowed to stay one 
more day... (Norris.) 
N o t e 1. — With the expressions it is possible, it is probable, it is likely, 

may + i n f i n i t i v e (a modal phrase) is used after a f f i r m a t i v e const­
ructions: 

It is possible that he may come to-morrow. It is likely that it may rain 
to-night. It is probable that he may have missed the first train. 

The suppositional mood is used after n e g a t i v e and i n t e r r o g a t i v e 
constructions: 

It is impossible that he should have said so. Is it possible that she should 
have given you so much trouble? Is it possible that he should know so little? 

If is it possible expresses surprise at something having happened, the i n d i ­
c a t i v e mood is used: 

Is it possible that she has gone home! Is it possible that he has given up 
studying Englishl 
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N o t e 2.—After the expressions it is high time, it is aboujt time, subjunc­
tive II (rarely subjunctive I) or the suppositional is used: 

It is high time we were off (or should be off)» 

"It's time we got out." ( C u s a c k . ) "It is high time that you should 
be known." (С г on i n.) "Clearly, it 's time someone gave you a bit of ad­
vice." (Snow.) "I suppose that it 's time I made up my mind.",j(S n o.w.) 

N o t e 3. — In subject clauses introduced by the anticipatory it the i n d i ­
c a t i v e mood is used when reference is made to an actually existing state of 
things: 

It is very strange that he did not come at all. It is strange that these 
events happened at the same time. It is hard to say why he does not want to 
go with us. It is quite natural that he was offended by your remark. 

"Oh! It is strange he never mentioned to me that he had a ward." ( W i l d e . ) 

2. In о b j e с t с 1 a u s e s: 

a) After expressions of o rde r , r e c o m m e n d a t i o n or sug­
g e s t i o n we find the s u p p о si t iona 1 or s u b j u n c t i v e I 
(usually in the language oT official documents, high prose, etc., but 
sometimes also in literary prose, especially in the United States of 
America). 

Arnie called him at the fab, suggesting that they get together 
and talk things over. (M. Wi lson . ) Ivory insisted that he be 
present, in the most genuine and friendly fashion imaginable. 
(Cronin.) The Gadfly had insisted that the work should be fin­
ished by the middle of June... (Voynich.) She... proposed to 
my aunt that we should go upstairs and see my room. (Dick­
ens.) He had arranged that Steve come out to the flat about 
midnight. (Gordon.) She ordered that a bright fire should be 
kept in the drawing-room... (Mazo de la R оche.) . . . I demand­
ed that, as soon as he told her, he should tell me to. (Snow.) 
Mr. Domby... proposed... that they should start. (Dickens.) 
... Mrs. Knight was insisting that her husband and Sheila should 
go ... (Snow.) We arranged that I should walk over for tea on 
the Saturday afternoon. (S n о w.) 

Our resolution demanded that armaments be reduced and that 
atomic weapons be prohibited. I suggest that he should be chosen 
as our delegate. 

The same mood forms (the s u p p o s i t i o n a l and sub junc ­
t i v e I) are used i n a p p o s i t i v e a t t r i b u t i v e c l a u s e s which 
modify a part of the sentence expressed by such nouns as order, res­
olution, request, suggestion, etc.: 
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A resolution was passed that all should take (or take) part 
in the work. Orders were given that we should start (or start) 
at nine. 
b) After expressions of w i sh we find s u b j u n c t i v e II: 

"I wish you had not put yoursel f to so much trouble," Stephen 
said. (Cronin.) "He is young in mental vigour and cour­
age. I wish we were alias young as he." (Ga l swor thy . ) ...he 
wished that Renny were there. (Mazo de la Roche.) "I wish 
it were all over, said Finch..." (Mazo de la Roche.) 

N o t e 1.—After expression of wish we may use the modal phrase may-f 
i n f i n i t i v e (for the present), ' might - j- i n f i n i t i v e (for the past) when 
the fulfilment of the wish depends on circumstances: 

I wish you may get a ticket for to-morrow. He wished he might get an 
nnswer by the end of the week. 

Might (subjunctive II) + i n d e f i n i t e i n f i n i t i v e is used for the 
present or future to show that the realization of the action is very unlikely: 

I only wish I might be with you to give you my good wishes in per­
son. (Mazo de la R o c h e . ) 
Might (subjunctive II) - { - p e r f e c t i n f i n i t i v e shows that the action 

was not realized in the past: 
I wish you might have come to see us last week. (You did not come owing 

to unfavourable circumstances.) 

N o t e 2. — Would (subjunctive II) -|-i n f i n i t i v e (a modal phrase) is 
used when the fulfilment of the wish depends on the will of the person repre­
sented by the subject (of the subordinate clause): 

"I wish you'd come and see us oftener." ( G a l s w o r t h y . ) "I wish you 
would not talk like this, papa." ( C o n r a d . ) "I wish," continued the good lady, 
"you would ask her a question about her parents..." ( B r o n t e . ) "I wish you 
would write to me — say once a fortnight ..." ( D i c k e n s . ) 

Sometimes also with nouns expressing lifeless things: 
"I wish the rain would stop for a moment." ( M a u g h a m . ) 

c) After expressions of f e a r the s u p p o s i t i o n a l mood, rarely 
subjunctive I, is used when the object clause is introduced by the 
conjunction lest (sometimes that): 

At last they grew terrified lest some evil should have befall­
en him... (Locke.) Doctor Brown was afraid lest Margaret 
should think the house bare and cheerless. (G ask el 1.) I'm very 
much afraid that I shouldn't be acceptable. (Snow.) 
Subordinate clauses introduced by the conjunction lest with the 

verb in the s u p p o s i t i o n a l mood are used in literary style. 
N o t e 1.—The modal phrase may -f- i n f i n i t i v e (for the present and 

future), might -f- i n f i n i t i v e (for the past) is used when the object clause is 
introduced by the conjunction that: 
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Pick up your spectacles. I am afraid that someone may tread on them. 
...he ran, and hid behind the hedges, by turns, till noon; fearing that he might 
be pursued and overtaken. ( D i c k e n s . ) 

N o t e 2. — The indicative mood is often used after expressions of fear when 
the subordinate clause is introduced by that and the cause of the fear is repre­
sented as an actual fact: 

He fears that he will be blamed. I am afraid that you have misunderstood 
me. We feared that we had lost our way in the darkness. 

d) In i n d i r e c t q u e s t i o n s which begin with if or whether 
and depend on expressions of negative or doubtful meaning, sub ­
j u n c t i v e II is used (rarely s u b j u n c t i v e I): 

As I rose and dressed, I thought over what had happened, and 
wondered if it were a dream. (Bronte.) He began to doubt 
whether both.he and the world around him were not bewitched. 
(Irving.) I asked him if this were all he wished me to tell 
Ada. (Dickens.) 
3. In adverbial clauses of p u r p o s e introduced by the conjunction 

lest we find the s u p p o s i t i o n a l mood, rarely s u b j u n c t i v e I: 
We shall start early, lest we should be (or be) late. I say 

all this, lest there should be (or be) a misunderstanding. I shall 
remind you, lest you should forget (or forget). 

She dared not approach a window, lest he should see her from 
the street. (Dickens.) 
N o t e . —When the subordinate clause of purpose is introduced by the con­

junction that, may - { - i n f i n i t i v e is used for the present and future, might - j-
i n f i n i t i v e for the past (a modal phrase): 

Let the dog loose that he may have a run. Come nearer that I may see it 
better. 

I went to Canterburry first, that I might take leave of Agnes and Mr. 
Wickfield... ( D i c k e n s . ) She... went to the door to listen for his coming up, 
that she might meet him on the stairs. ( D i c k e n s . ) 

4. In a d v e r b i a l clauses of c o m p a r i s o n or m a n n e r 
introduced by as if, as though we find s u b j u n c t i v e II. The 
present subjunctive II expresses simultaneousness with the action of 
the verb in the principal clause, the past subjunctive II expresses 
priority: 

"Janet came running up the stairs as if the house were in 
flames... (Dickens.) The child looked quickly from one nurse 
to the other, as if she understood and felt what was said. (Dick­
ens.) All this he said as if he were answering Edith, and not Flo­
rence ... (Dickens . ) "I had not seen him for a year and more, 
but he looked at me as if I'd been in yesterday." (Hardy.) When 
she woke early on Sunday morning the world sparkled as though 
it had been newly born. (Cusack.) 
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N o t e 1. —Clauses introduced by as if or as though may also be used as 
p r e d i c a t i v e clauses: 

"You look as if you didn't care." ( G a l s w o r t h y . ) He knew what suf­
fering was like and this man looked as if he were suffering. ( G a l s w o r t h y . ) 
The room looked as if it had not been lived in for years. (W i l.d^e.) 

N o t e 2. — There is a strong tendency to use was with reference to the 
past: 

There was now a pause, as if something was expected. ( I r v i n g . ) 

5. In adverbial clauses of c o n c e s s i o n introduced by though, 
although, however, whatever, whoever, whichever, whenever, wherever, 
even if, even though the following moods are used: 

a) Subjunctive II is used after the conjunctions even if, even 
though; with reference to the future also the suppositional; in the 
principal clause the conditional is used: 

Even though he were here, he would not help us. Even if 
it had been raining, I should have gone to the country yester­
day. 

"Even if I had not seen this magnificent canvas... I should 
have known you anywhere as an artist." (Cronin.) Even if 
Bart should be held up at the last moment, as he was last Sun­
day, she wouldn't let it upset her. (Cusack.) 

b) S u b j u n c t i v e I or the s u p p o s i t i o n a l mood is used 
after though, although, whatever, whoever, etc. The suppositional 
mood is used with reference to the future; it represents the action as 
imaginary and is mostly used when the adverbial clause of conces­
sion is introduced by though or although: 

Though he make (or should make) every effort, he cannot 
.succeed. However hard it rain (or should rain), we shall have 
to go. He will start on his journey to-morrow, though it rain 
(or should rain) incessantly. Whatever he say (or should say), 
I will not change my opinion. Whatever the cause be, the author 
has hardly done justice to the subject. Whatever the reason be, 
the fact remains. Whoever you be, you have no right to do such 
a thing. 

N o t e 1. — Instead of the suppositional mood, may (might) - ( - i n f i n i t i v e 
(a modal phrase) is used when the concession is uncertain and refers to the 
present or future: 

I have been told that he says he does not agree to our plan — whatever he 
may say (что бы он ни говорил), we must not change our plan. 
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Compare with the suppositional which refers the action to the future: 

I am afraid he will say he does not agree to our plan. Whatever he should 
say (что бы он ни сказал), we must not change our plan. 

In the following sentences the suppositional cannot be used because reference 
is made to the present: 

Whatever the cause may be, the author has hardly done justice to the 
subject. Whatever the reason may be, the fact remains. Whoever you may be, 
you have no right to do such a thing. 

...whatever you may think of my father as a man of business, he is 
the soul of goodness. (S h a w.) Whatever Doreen might say, it was a sign 
that the winter was nearly over and that springwas coming... ( C u s a c k . ) 

N o t e 2. — The indicative mood is also used in subordinate clauses of con­
cession when the concession is not regarded as contrary to fact or problematic: 

There was no sun nor hint of sun, though there was not a cloud in the 
sky. ( L o n d o n . ) ...I did not feel the cold, though it froze keenly... ( B r o n t e . ) 
"But even if he has been wicked," pursued Rose, "think how young he is.. ." 
( D i c k e n s . ) 

- Complex Sentences with Subordinate Clauses of Condition 

1. Complex sentences with subordinate clauses of condition may 
be divided into two groups: 

a) Those which express r e a l c o n d i t i o n referring to some 
actual state of things. 

b) Those which express u n r e a l c o n d i t i o n and represent an 
event or state of things as a mere conception of the mind (as a mere 
speculation on the part of the speaker). 

2. In a complex sentence with a subordinate clause of real con­
dition the i n d i c a t i v e mood is used: 

"If you are going my way," he said, "I can give you a lift." 
( G a l s w o r t h y . ) "Well, Jon," said Val hastily, "if you've fin­
ished, we'll go and have coffee." ( G a l s w o r t h y . ) "If I don't 
hurry I shall miss my train." (Locke.) If she betrayed any 
agitation, when she presented herself to Mr. Sikes, he did not 
observe it ... (D i с ken s.) 
N o t e . — Conditional clauses are joined not only by means of the conjunc­

tion if, but also by other conjunctions, conjunctive words and phrases: unless, 
provided (that), supposing (that), in case, on condition (that), etc. The conjunc­
tion ('/ is the most common connective: 

You will not succeed unless you (if you do not) work hard. Supposing he 
does not come, what shall we do? I shall go on condition (that) you go too. 
['II take my raincoat in case it rains. I shall wait for you provided (that) you 
return not later than in an hour. Supposing (that) all this is true, what fol­
lows? " 

220 



3. Sometimes subjunctive I is used in conditional clauses of real 
condition, especially to express a general truth. The difference be­
tween the indicative and subjunctive I is a stylistic difference. 
Subjunctive I is characteristic of elevated style; it is also used in 
scientific prose: 

If the plant be rare, its discovery gives me joy. (Gissing.) 
"Have you any objection to seeing him in my presence?" — 

"If it be necessary," replied the old lady, "certainly not." 
(Dickens . ) 

If in this heart a hope be dear, 
That sound shall charm it forth again; 
If in these eyes there lurk a tear, 
'Twill flow and cease to burn my brain. 

(Byron.) 
4. In a complex sentence with a subordinate clause of u n r e a l 

c o n d i t i o n s u b j u n c t i v e II is used in the subordinate clause 
(t/-clause), t h e c o n d i t i o n a l mood is used in the principal 
clause. 

5. When reference is made to the p r e s e n t or f u t u r e , the 
present subjunctive II is used in the subordinate clause (t"/-clause), 
the p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n a l is used in the p r i n c i p a l clause: 

Present: 
I should be sorry if you thought ill of me." (Maugham.) 

"Perhaps if you explained yourself a little more fully, 1 should 
comprehend better." (Bronte . ) "If I thought it, I should never 
be happy again." (Dickens . ) "If they knew how happy I am, 
they would be pleased, I am sure." (Dickens . ) 

You would answer much better if you were more attentive. 
F u t u r e : f • 

"...you wouldn't mind if I introduced myself?" (Maugham.) 
"If you left earlier you would arrive in time for dinner." (La 
Mure.) "I like the place. I shouldn't be surprised if I settled 
down here." (Shaw.) 
6. When reference is made to the pas t , the pas t s u b j u n c ­

t i v e II is used in the s u b o r d i n a t e c l a u s e (t'f-clause), the 
pas t c o n d i t i o n a 1 is used in the p r i n с i p a 1 clause: 

" Why, I shouldn't have found you even now, if I hadn't 
met him in the street this morning." (Dickens.) ...if Mr. Read 
had been alive he would have treated me kindly... (Bronte.) 
If he had not been coming at all, he'd have rung her. (Cu-
sack.) "I'd have been hurt if you hadn't called." (M. Wil­
son.) "Unless I had heard the story from his own lips I should 
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never have believed that he was capable of such an action." 
(Maugham.) It would have been terrible if any cloud had come 
across a friendship like ours, would it not? (Wilde.) ...had her 
agitation been far more perceptible than it was, it would have 
been very unlikely to have awakened his suspicions. (Dickens.) 
7. For the f u t u r e two more forms are used in the subordinate 

clause (i/-clause): 
a) The s u'p p о s i t i о n a 1 (should + i n f i n i t i v e). 
The suppositional mood is used when the fulfilment of the con­

dition is u n 1 i к e 1 у though p o s s i b l e , and it may be associated 
with the i n d i c a t i v e or the i m p e r a t i v e mood in the principal 
clause (compare with the use of subjunctive II which indicates a 
rejected condition): 

If I should meet her to-morrow (I may meet her), I should (or 
shall) speak to her. Should it be wet, I should (or shall) stay 
at home. Should he come, tell him to wait. If it should rain, 
I should not come. Should it prove impossible to get in touch 
with them, what is to be done? 

"But if it should happen not to come quite right the first time," 
his sister faltered, "if it should happen not to be a pudding 
exactly; but should turn out a stew, or a soup, or something of 
that sort, you'll not be vexed, Tom, will you?" (Dickens.) 
"I'll tell it you, John, in case I should forget it altogether." 
(Dickens . ) "Should you care for a full explanation of the 
action... you may call any day..." (Gordon.) 

These if-c\auses may be rendered in Russian as follows: 
Если случайно я ее встречу завтра... Если так случится, 

что я ее встречу завтра... 
b) S u b j u n c t i v e II of the verb to be followed by the in f in i ­

t i v e (were + in f i n i t i ve). This construction does not imply a 
rejection of the action, but its r e m o t e n e s s and i m p r o b a b i l i t y : 

What should we do if it were to rain (If it by chance came 
to rain). If I were to see her to-morrow, I should speak to her. 

"What would happen if I were to go in?" asked Soames. 
( G a l s w o r t h y . ) He felt that if he were to live a hundred 
years, he never could forget it. (Dickens.) 
Compare the following: 

If I saw more of him, I could speak to him about it (I do 
not see much of him). 

If I were to see more of him, I could speak to him about it 
(I may see more of him in the future, although it is doubtful). 

If I should see more of him, I could (or can) speak to him 
about it (I may see more of him in the future).^ 
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If it were warm enough, we should go to the country to­
morrow (but it is cold). 

If it were to rain, we should not go out (it may rain, though 
it is doubtful). 

If it should rain, we should (shall) not go out (less doubt­
ful). 
8. The time to which the condition (i/-clause) and the consequence 

(principal clause) refer need not be the same in both parts of the 
sentence. The condition can refer to a past time and the consequence 
to a present time, and v i c e ve r sa : 

You would be much happier now if you had taken my advice. 
If you had repeated the rules, you would know them better 
now. 

"But Larry," she smiled. "People have been asking those ques­
tions for thousands of years. If they could be answered, surely 
they'd have been answered by now." (Maugham.) 
9. When the p r i n c i p a l clause contains a compound verbal (or 

nominal) predicate with the verbs could and might, the structure of 
the complex sentence is as follows: 

P r e s e n t or F u t u r e : 

If I had time, I could go there. If he were ready, he might 
go with us. 

"If I had a photo-engraving plant of my own, I could do 
a great deal of outside jobbing..." (Norris .) "It might help if I 
took the note round to Nightingale," said Roy Calvert. (Snow.) 

Pa s t : 

If I had had time, I could have gone there. If he had been 
ready, he might have gone with us. 

"If I had been his brother he could not have seemed more 
pleased to see me." ( G a l s w o r t h y . ) He had slipped and fallen 
on his elbow on the kerb, and his elbow might have been brok­
en, had not the snow been so thick. (Benne t t . ) "If it hadn't 
been for the girl, I might have died." (Dickens. ) 

In the p r e s e n t or future could and might are followed by the 
i n d e f i n i t e i n f i n i t i v e (could go, might go); in the p a s t they 
are followed by the p e r f e c t i n f i n i t i v e (couldhave gone, might 
have gone). 

The verbs could and might do not form the conditional of the 
verb in the infinitive which follows them, but prese7v¥The7f own 
modal meaning and are themselves in subjunctive II. 
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Compare the following sentences:: 

/ / / had time, I should go there (если бы у меня было вре­
мя, я пошел бы туда). Here we have the conditional of the verb 
to go. 

If I had time, I could go there (если бы у меня было время, 
я мог бы пойти туда). Here we have subjunctive II of the modal 
verb itself. 

If he were ready, he would go with us (the conditional of the 
verb to go — пошел бы). 

/ / he were ready, he might go with us (subjunctive II of the 
modal verb itself-—мог бы пойти). 

10. When the s u b o r d i n a t e clause (i/-clause) contains a com­
pound verbal (or nominal) predicate with the verbs could and might, 
the structure of the sentence is as follows: 

P r e s e n t or F u t u r e : 

If I could (subjunctive II) translate this article without a 
dictionary, I should get my work done more quickly. If I might 
(subjunctive II) come at six o'clock, it would suit me better. 

"A real change of air and surroundings would be very happy 
if you could arrange it." (M. Wi l son . ) "If I could only have 
one flower, I should have lilies of the valley..." (Ga 1 s w o r t hy.) 
"If I could only give you pleasure by watering your flowers, or 
watching your birds, or running up and down the whole day long 
to make you happy; what would I give to do it!" (Dickens . ) 

P a s t : 

"I would not alarm you if I could avoid it," rejoined Rose... 
(Dickens . ) 

If I could (subjunctive II) have translated that article without 
a dictionary, I should have got my work done more quickly. If 
I might (subjunctive II) have come at six o'clock, it would have 
suited my work much better. 

She imagined so often what her life would have been, if her 
father could have loved her... (Dickens.) "If Charley could only 
have made the letters in her copy as round as the eyes with 
which she looked into my face, they would have been excellent." 
(Dickens.)-
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11. Both the principal and the subordinate clause may contain a 
compound verbal (or nominal) predicate with the verbs could and 
might: 

"If you only could have taught me, I could have learnt from 
you." (Dickens.) 
12. When could or might are used in the principal or subordinate 

clause in a compound verbal (or nominal) predicate, they may be 
replaced by synonymous expressions: to be able (instead of could), 
to be possible (instead of might). 

a) In the p r i n c i p a l clause: 
P r e s e n t or F u t u r e : 

If I had time, I should be (the conditional mood) able to "go 
there. If he were ready, it would be (the conditional mood) pos­
sible for him to go with us. 
Pa s t : 

If I had had time, I should have been able to go there (the 
conditional mood). If he had been ready, it would have been pos­
sible for him to go with us (the conditional mood). 
b) In the s u b o r d i n a t e clause (i/-clause): 
P r e s e n t or F u t u r e : 

If I were (subjunctive II) able to translate this article without 
a dictionary, I should get my work done more quickly. If it wete 
(subjunctive II) possible for me to come at six o'clock, it would 
suit me much better. 
P a s t : 

If I had been (subjunctive II) able to translate that article 
without a dictionary, I should have got my work done more 
q.uickly. If it had been (subjunctive II) possible for me to come 
at six o'clock,- it would have suited me much better. 
13. When would is used in the tf-clause, it retains its full origi­

nal meaning (willingness, intention, determination) and is subjunctive 
II of the modal verb itself in a compound verbal (or nominal) pred­
icate: 

If you would lend me the book, I should read it with pleasure 
( = if you consented to lend...). Shall I shut the window? — Yes, 
if you would ( = if you were willing). If your friend would bring 
the book to-morrow, I should be much obliged. If you would be 
so kind as to shut the door, I should be very thankful to 
you. 
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REVIEW OF THE LSE OF THE OBLIQUE MOODS 

Synthetical Moods 

Subjunctive 1 

S i m p l e S e n t e n c e s 

To express: 

a) w i s h: 
b) c o n c e s s i o n : 
c) c o m m a n d : 

Long live the forces of peace! 
So be it! 
Everybody leave the room! 

C o m p l e x S e n t e n c e s 

1. S u b j e c t c l a u s e s 
introduced by the anticipatory 
"it": 

2. O b j e c t c l a u s e s after ex­
pressions of: 
a) o r d e r or s u g g e s t i o n : 

b) f e a r: 

c ) in i n d i r e c t q u e s t i o n s : 

3. A d v e r b i a l c l a u s e s 
a) of p u r p o s e : 

b) of с о n с е s s i о n: 

c) of c o n d i t i o n : 

It is necessary that all be ready at 
7 o'clock. 

We demand that atomic weapons be 
prohibited. 

We suggest that he be chosen as our 
delegate. 

She feared lest she be mistaken. 

We cannot tell if this be true. 

We shall start early lest we be late. 

Whatever the reason be, the fact re­
mains. 

If in this heart a hope be dear, That 
sound shall charm it forth again. 

■ (Byron . ) 



Subjunctive II 

S i m p l e S e n t e n c e s 

To express: 

a) w i s h : 

b) d e s i r a b i l i t y , a d v i s a b i l ­
i t y , p o s s i b i l i t y , etc. (with 
modal verbs): 

Oh, that the storm were overl 

She could read that book. 
You should go there. 
You might do it now. 
She ought to be more careful. 
You had better go. 

C o m p l e x S e n t e n c e s 

L S u b j e c t c l a u s e s 
after "it is (high) time": 

2. P r e d i с a t i v e c l a u s e s : 

3. O b j e c t c l a u s e s 
a) after expression of w i s h : 

b ) i n i n d i r e c t q u e s t i o n s : 

4. A d v e r b i a l c l a u s e s 
a) of с о m p a r i s о n: 

b) of c o n c e s s i o n : 

c)of c o n d i t i o n (unreal): 

It is high time we went home. . 

It looks as if it were going to rain. 

i. 
I wish he were here. 
I wish you might stay with us. 
I wish he would study better. 

She has never asked me if it were so 
or not. 

He loved the boy as if he were his 
son. 

Even if it were raining, I should go. 

If I were at home, I should see her. 
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The Analytical Moods 

The Suppositional Mood 

C o m p l e x S e n t e n c e s 

1. S u b j e c t c l a u s e s introduced 
by the anticipatory "it": 

2. O b j e c t c l a u s e s . 
After expression of: 
a) o r d e r or s u g g e s t i o n : 

b) f e a r: 

3. A d v e r b i a l c l a u s e s 
a) of p u r p o s e : 

b) of c o n c e s s i o n : 

c) of c o n d i t i o n : 

It is riecessary that we should be pres­
ent. 

He ordered that all should be ready 
at four o'clock. 

I suggest that we should do it to-
*' day. 

We feared lest we should lose our 
way. 

We shall start at seven lest we 
should miss the train. 

Though it should rain, we shall have 
to go-

If you should meet him, tell him to 
come. 

The Conditional Mood 

S i m p l e S e n t e n c e s with i m-
p l i e d c o n d i t i o n : 

C o m p l e x S e n t e n c e s with 
a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e s of: 
a) c o n c e s s i o n (the condition­

al mood is used in the p r i n ­
c i p a l clause): 

! b) c o n d i t i o n ( u n r e a l ) (the 
conditional mood is used in the 
p r i n c i p a l clause): 

I should like to speak to you. 
It would be dangerous to cross the 

river in this place. 

Even if it were raining, I should go. 

If it were not so late, I should stay. 




