
of going for a walk, especially when he saw that theJ)oy was worried 
about something. 2. The boy shouWrmve' tcmTms father about his 
sufferings at «once. Then he wouldn't have been waiting to die all day. 
3. The f a t h e ^ f n ' t P h a v ^ read aloud to the boy, because the boy was 
very detached from what was going, on and1 was not following what his 
father was reading. 4. The boy didn t have to suner aSy longer because 
his father explained to him the difference between the Fahrenheit and 
the Centigrade thermometers. 

II. Paraphrase the following sentences so as to use different modal 
verbs to denote obligation as required by the sense of the sentence. 

1. Last year it wasn't necessary for you to see too many historic 
buildings and places when on holiday. And now^youwant a rest from 
sight-seeing. 2. You seem to like crowds. So I iidrase^oMto.megt and 
make friends with as many people as possible. 3. It isn't necessary for 
you to prompt him, he never forgets the words. His memory isstrjMng.^ 
4. It was arranged that on the very day of his arrival they would record 
his speech, but they failed to do it, because something went wrong 
with the tape-recoijder. 5. The main thing with higher education is that 
it isn't necessary lor us to pay for it. What is more, we get grants. 
6. Your teacher advised you to make use of the tape-recording to review 
the material. Why didn't you follow his advice? 7. It's desirable fpr,us to 
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THE 
Pattern 

The Characteristics 

Characteristics 
nominal 

The Infinitive can 
be used, 
1. asa subject; 

Never to study 
at night was her 
new unbreakable 
rule. 

2. asa predicative: 
Judy's intention 

was to become a 
writer and pay back 
the money spent on 
her education. 

verbal 

The Infinitive 
1. can take a direct 
object 
I promise never to 
bother you with any 
more questions. 

2. can be modified by an 
adverb: 
She promised to write 
letters regularly and to 
describe her college life 
sincerely. 

Tense, Aspect, Voice 
simultaneous actions 

may be expressed by: 
Indefinite Infinitive Active 
The trouble with college is that 
you are expected to know such 
a lot of things you've never 
heard. 

Indefinite Infinitive Passive 
She hated to be laughed at be­
cause of her ignorance, so she 
decided to look up all the un­
known words in the encyclope­
dia. 
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brighten the life of the sick man. What shall we do first? 8. He pointed 
out that we were obliged- to observe the college rulesj9. Don't get ex­
cited over such trifles. It's not n&^ssarV for you to worry about little 
things. 

f III ./Transla te in to English: 
1. Вы должны записывать все события недели. Затем нам пред­

стоит обсуждать их. 2. Она должна была отметить всех отсутствую­
щих на лекции. Ей не следовало забывать об этом, но она такая 
рассеянная. 3. Вам не следовало говорить ей такие вещи. Она не 
гфивыкла к такому обращению. 4. Они должны были все приго­
товить для праздника, тогда маме не пришлось бы делать опять 
все самой. 5. Ему предстояло лечить эту ужасную болезнь. Он ска­
зал, что должен преодолеть все трудности. 6. Вы должны регулярно 
принимать пишу, заниматься спортом, отказаться от курения. 
Следует позаботиться о своем здоровье. 7. Мама зря приготовила 
обед так рано, вся семья вернулась домой очень поздно. 8. Ей не 
нужно ходить в столовую, она питается дома. 9. Мне не надо было 
работать так усердно, теперь я чувствую себя совершенно разби­
тым. 10. Можете не настаивать на своем. Это не поможет. 11. Ему 
давно нужно было покончить со своими вредными привычками. 
Теперь он не страдал бы из-за них. 12. Стоит ли работать без пере­
рыва? Давайте отдохнем. 13. Не надо волноваться. Он сдержит 
свое обещание. 

INFINITIVE 
Drill I 
of the Infinitive 

Distinctions 

prior actions 

may be expressed by: 
Perfect Infinitive Active 
The girl was glad to have 
been of any help to the 
old people on the farm. 

Perfect Infinitive Passive 
Judy was happy to have 
been sent to college to 
continue her education. 

The Infinitive is used: 
without to 

1. after the auxiliary and 
modal verbs; 
2. after the verbs of sense 
perception to hear, to see, to 
feel, to notice, to watch, to ob­
serve; 
after the verbs to make and 
to have (заставлять); 
after the verbs to let, to know 
(■to see); 
3. after had better, would ra­
ther, would sooner, cannot but, 
can do nothing but 

with to 
1. after ought to, have to, 
he to; 
2. after the verb to feel, 
the verb to be is used with 
to; 
3. after the verbs to hear, 
to see, to make, to know in 
the Passive Voice. 
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Characteristics 
nominal 

3. as an object: 
Judy was sorry 

to leave the farm but 
glad to see the campus 
again. 

verbal 

3. has tense, aspect, voice 
distinctions. 

Tense, Aspect, Voice 
simultaneous actions 

the Continuous Infinitive 
It was pleasant to be breathing 
fresh air again. 

N o t e : After the past tense forms of the verbs to mean, to expect, to hope, to 
The children intended to have taken their mother for a beautiful drive 

The Infinitive as 

Function 

A subject 

Sentence Patterns , 

1. Never to study at night 
was Judy's new unbreak­
able rule. 

2. It was a great pleasure for 
Daddy-Long-Legs to be 
thinking all the time about 
Judy. 

Tense, Aspect; Voice 

Indefinite Infinitive Active 

Indefinite Infinitive Passive 

Perfect Infinitive Active 

Perfect Infinitive Passive 

Continuous Infinitive 

Perfect Continuous Infinitive 

The Infinitive as 

Function 

Part of a compound 
nominal predicate 
a) a predicative 
b) part of a predica­

tive 

Sentence Patterns 

1. After her long trip to 
New York her first de­
sire was to take a bath, 

2. Judy was by nature a sun 
ny soul and she was 
pleasant to deal with. 

Tense, Aspect, Voice 

Indefinite Infinitive Active 

Indefinite Infinitive Passive 
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Distinctions 

Prior Actions 

Perfect Continuous In­
finitive 
She was sorry to have been 
treating him so cruelly so 
long. 

The Infinitive is used: 

without to with to 

4. in questions beginning wit I 
why. 
5. sometimes after the verb 
to help. 
6. after than in comparisons. 

intend the Perfect Infinitive shows that the hope or intention was not carried out. 
away into the country. 

a Subject 

Distinctions 

It was my intention to show her 
the great change in our city. 

To be presented with flowers was 
very pleasant for her. 

To have seen Judy was enough for her 
guardian. 
To have been informed about her 
arrival was a real pleasure for him. 
It was very strange to be talking to a 
newcomer like that. 
It was annoying to have been waiting 
for his letters for quite a time. 

Phrases to be memorized 

1. It's always easy to ... 
2. 1^ was hard to ... 
3. It is so important to ... 
4. It gives him pleasure to ... 
5. It's dangerous to ... 
6. It's wise of him to ... 
7. It does people a lot of good to ... 
8. It won't do you any harm to ... 
9. It has become his habit to ... 
10. It surprised me to ... 
11. It made me feel awkward to ... 
12. It was natural to ... 

Part of a Compound Nominal Predicate hi 

Distinctions 

Our aim is to keep every person 
healthy and happy. 

He was hungry but his first desire 
was to be shaven. 

Sentences to be memorized 

1. He is hard to please. 
2. She is easy to deal with. 
3. She is pleasant to look at. 
4. The article is difficult to translate. 
5. He was difficult to convince. 
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The Infinitive as 

Function 

An object 

Sentence Patterns 

1. Judy was happy to con­
tinue her education. 

2. I found it utterly cruel 
to offer the man to swim 
when he was not in good 
condition. 

Tense, Aspect, Voice 

Indefinite Infinitive Active 

Indefinite Infinitive Passive 

Continuous Infinitive 

Perfect Infinitive Active 

Perfect Infinitive Passive 

Perfect Continuous Infi­
nitive 

The Infinitive as Part of 

Function 

1. Part of a com­
pound verbal 
modal predi­
cate 

2. Part of a com­
pound verbal 
aspect predi­
cate 

Sentence Patterns 

1. He must have been 
an excellent swim­
mer years ago. 

2. Old Burton said, 
"You had better 
come back and set 
me in another thirty-
five years." 

3. Judy thought, "I'd 
rather read plain 
books." 

A bit of money used 
to come in for Burton 
once a quarter. 

Tense, Aspect, Voice 

Indefinite Infinitive Active 

Indefinite Infinitive Passive 
Continuous Infinitive 

Perfect Infinitive Active 

Perfect Infinitive Passive 

Perfect Continuous Infinitive 

Indefinite Infinitive Active 

I. Study the tables carefully. Work in pairs or small groups and dis­
cuss the information contained in the tables. 
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an Object / 4 

Distinctions 

Ccorge was happy to get the 
third prize. 
He was pleased to be given the 
chance to see her. 

He is glad to be training young 
sportsmen again. 
Mr.Burton wasn't sorrv to have 
sent his namesake to death. 
He was fortunate to have been 
taken to hospital immediately. 
He was sorry to have been arguing 
with them so long. 

The Infinitive is used after 

1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 

to order, to agree, to forget, to remember,etc. 
to be glad, to be happy, to be delighted,etc. 
to order, to teach, to ask, to help, to assist, 
to tell, to instruct, to request, to advise, to beg, 
to invite, to encourage, etc. 
to find, to consider, to think, to make, to feel 

interesting 

impossible 
cruel 
useful 
hopeful 
hopeless 
important 

У 

■ to do smth. 

a Compound Verbal Predicate Ы 

Distinctions 

You must drop in at the chemist's 
on your way home. 
Could she be taken ill so often? 
Quite an army of people must be 
living from hand to mouth in the 
slums of the Fast End. 
She might have told me John was 
going to be there. 
Could she have been taken to hos­
pital? 
She couldn't have been watching 
swans and ducks floating on the 
pond for an hour. 

I sat down and commenced to read 
but I could see he was not follow­
ing me. 

The Infinitive is used after 

1. modal verbs can, may, must, to be to, to have 
to, should, ought, will, would, shall, need 

2. modal expressions had better, would rather 

the verbs expressing the beginning, the dura­
tion, the repetition, the end of the action: 
to begin, to start, to commence, to continue, to 
cease, used to + Infinitive, would + Infinitive. 
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II. Listen to the illustrative situations representing the typical use of 
the Infinitive in different syntactic functions. Keep in mind the way 
you are to comment on the structures to be practised. 

1. Judy liked the girls, the teachers, the classes and the campus. But 
to know a lot of things she had never learned was a real trouble for her. 
It was embarrassing at times. But her new unbreakable rule was never to 
study at night, no matter how many written reviews were coming in the 
morning. Instead, she read just plain books. It was very pleasant to read 
"David Copperfield", or "Cinderella", or "Ivanhoe". 

C o m m e n t a r y : To know is a subject expressed by the Indefi­
nite Infinitive Active used to denote an action simultaneous with that 
expressed by the finite verb. To read is a subject with the introductory 
it. Was to study is a compound nominal predicate which consists of the 
link verb to be in its Past Indefinite tense form and the predicative to 
study expressed by the Indefinite Infinitive Active. 

2 Judy didn't know many things: she didn't know that Shelley was 
a poet and that people used to be monkeys, or that George Eliot was a 
lady. But when the girls talked about the things that she had never 
heard of she kept still and looked them up in the encyclopedia. Judy 
was anxious to catch up with the girls. Soon they became friends because 
Judy was by nature a sunny soul and very pleasant to deal with. They 
were quite happy to have made friends with her. 

C o m m e n t a r y : Used to be is a compound verbal aspect predi­
cate which consists of the construction used to + the Indefinite Infini­
tive Active expressing a habitual action in the past. 

To catch up is an object. Was pleasant to deal with is a compound 
nominal predicate, to deal with is part of a predicate. To have made 
friends is an object expressed by the Perfect Infinitive Active of the verb 
to make friends used to denote an action prior to that expressed by the 
finite verb. 
3. — I say, what room are we in? 

— I don't know. We had better see the time-table. 
— Here it is: English Grammar, Room 25. 
— But we are to have a lecture on Psychology now. 
— The lecturer has fallen ill and the time-table has been changed. 

We'll have English instead. 
— I would rather go to the Institute library and take our Grammar 

book. 
C o m m e n t a r y : Had better see is a compound verbal modal pre­

dicate which consists of the modal expression had better expressing ad­
vice and the Indefinite Infinitive to see. Would rather expresses prefe­
rence. 
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III. Practise these sentences aloud and comment on the use of the 
Infinitive. 

1. To wear other people's cast-off-clothes was unbearable for Judy 
when she was in the orphan asylum. 2. It was dreadful to be dressed 
in checked ginghams all her life. 3. When she began to study in the high 
school she entered upon another period — the poor box. 4. She feared 
to appear in school in those miserable poor-box dresses. 5. To have 
been sent to college by her guardian was a happy chance for her. 6. Judy 
thought, "I would rather read plain books at night than revise for written 
reviews." 7. Her dream was to become a writer and pay back the money 
spent on her education by her guardian. 8. "You had better look up the 
word in the dictionary, if you don't know the meaning of it," she said. 
9. She found it rather funny to call her guardian Daddy-Long-Legs. 
10. Isn't it funny? Judy started to write to her guardian, then she went 
out to pick some blackberries for supper, and when she came back she 
saw a spider on the letter. She found it very funny to see a real Daddy-
Long-Legs sitting in the middle of the page. 11. "I think, if you don't 
mind, Daddy, I'd rather be an actress than a writer after college," she 
wrote to him. 12. It was a dizzying experience to pass eighteen years 
in the John Grier Home, and then suddenly to be plunged into the 
world. 13. She had a work-room fixed in a corner of the attic where 
Master Jervie used to have his rainy-day play-room. 14. The farm was 
very pleasant to think of as she had enjoyed staying there for three 
months running. 

IV. Reproduce the situations from the text "A Freshman's Expe­
rience" illustrating the use of the following sentence patterns. Do it in 
the name of Judy. 

1. I didn't know that people used to be monkeys, or that George 
Eliot was a lady 2.1 read just plain books —I have to, you know, be­
cause there are eighteen blank years behind me. 3. Now I know all these 
things and a lot of others besides, but you can see how much I need to 
catch up. 4. Do you want to know what I bought with the money? 
5. I was perfectly sure to be put down in class next to the girl who 
first owned my dress, and she would whisper and giggle and point it out 
to the others. 6. To recapitulate (that's the way the English instructor 
begins every other sentence), I am very much obliged for my presents. 
7. But I've been so excited about those new adventures that I must 
talk to somebody, and you are the only one I know. 8. If my letters 
bore you you can always toss them into the waste-basket. 9. Good-bye — 
I'll promise never to be horrid, because now I know you're a real person; 
also I'll promise never to bother you with any more questions. 

V. Combine the sentences using the Infinitive in the function of a 
subject. Give your reasoning. 
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Pattern 
The Infinitive as 

Function 

An attribute 

Sentence Patterns 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

This is a chance not 
to be missed. 
I have no desire to 
change my mind. 
There was a great 
deal to tell you. 
There's nothing 
to worry about. 
He was the last 
to realize the dan­

ger. 
She was the first to 
guess what he was 
driving at. 

Tense, Aspect, Voice 

Indefinite Infinitive Active 

Indefinite Infinitive Passive 

Continuous Infinitive Active 

Perfect Infinitive Active 

Perfect Infinitive Passive 

The Infinitive as 

Function 

1. An adver­
bial modi­
fier of pur­
pose 

2. An adverbial 
modifier of 
result 

Sentence Patterns 

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

You must be a good 
player to be captain 
of a team. 
He came to my office 
one day in order to 
see me and ask for a 
job. 
You'd better wait out­
side so as to be at hand 
if I want vou. 

The opportunity was 
too good to be missed. 
He was old enough to 
be her .father. 
He was not such a man 
as to break his promise. 
Mr Burton was so cruel 
as to send a man to 
death. 

Tense, Aspect, Voice 

Indefinite Infinitive Active 

Indefinite Infinitive Active 

Indefinite Infinitive Passive 
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Drill II 
an Attribute 

Distinctions The Infinitive is used after 

I have nobody to say a kind word 
lo me. 
We are different kinds of people and 
there's nothing more to be said. 
For a moment I had a strong desire to 
be drinking some hot milk. 
He was one of the very few men to have 
seen everything with his own eyes. 
She was one of the first to have been 
informed about that exciting news. 

1. class nouns: 
a patient, a doctor, a sportsman, a foot­
baller, etc. 

2. abstract nouns: 
time, hope, desire, love, hate, beauty, help, 
assistance, courage, etc. •■ 

3. expressions of quantity : 
much, little, a great deal, plenty, no more, 
etc. 

4. indefinite pronouns: 
somebody, something, anybody, anything, 
no one, nowhere, nothing, etc. 

5. the adjective last; 
6. ordinal numerals: 

the first, the second, the third, etc. 

an Adverbial Modifier 

Distinctions The Ways of Introducing the Infinitive 

I have come here not to be insulted 
but to talk to you as a friend. 

1. by the conjunctions in order, so as; 
2. without any conjunction. 

He was such a man as to treat people 
cruelly. 
The European championship in figure-
skating was exciting enough to be fol­
lowed with great interest. 

1. too hot (skilled, excited, shocked, 
frightened, impressed, angry) to do 
smth.; 

2. clever (experienced, skilled, strong, 
old, sharp, brave) enough to do smth.; 

3. so cruel (impressed, careless) as to do 
smth.; 

4. such a man (a fool, a woman, a sou , a 
student, a sportsman) as to do smth. 
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Function 

3. An adverbial 
modifier of 
comparison 
(manner) 

4. An adverbial mo­
difier of 
attend­
ant circum­
stances 

Sentence Patterns 

1. He opened his mouth 
wide as if to speak. 

2. He smiled bitterly and 
turned away as though 
to go out of the room. 

3. She seemed more an­
xious to listen to the 
troubles of others 

, than discuss her own. 

1. Young Burton swam to 
the creek of Tarumi 
never to turn up. 

2. He turned to look at 
me with those kind 
and candid blue eyes 
of his. 

3. Mr Burton managed 
to get to Tarumi at 
half past twelve only 
to learn his namesake 
hadn't turned up. 

Tense, Aspect, Voice 

Indefinite Infinitive Active 

Indefinite Infinitive Passive 

Indefinite Infinitive Active 

Indefinite Infinitive Passive 

The Infinitive 
Function 

Parenthesis 

Sentence Patterns 

To crown it all, I had 
an accident the other 
day. 
To begin with, there 
was not much to listen 
to. 

Tense, Aspect, Voice 

Indefinite Infinitive Active 

I. Study the tables carefully. Work in pairs or small groups and dis­
cuss the information contained in the tables. 

152 

Distinctions 

He said'he had more important things to 
do than look for a vacancy for him. 
She opened her eyes wide as if to be told 
something horrible. 

At the age of seventeen the boy left 
for South Africa never to return home. 
He returned from the office to be 
struck by that terrible news. 

The Ways of Introducing the Infinitive 

by the conjunctions: 
as if, as though, than 

sometimes by 
the adverb never, 
the particle only. 

as Parenthesis 

Distinctions 

To make things still worse, I've 
caught a cold. 

Phrases to be memorized 

1. to cut a long story short, to put it 
in a nutshell 
короче говоря 

2. to say the least 
чтобы не сказать больше 

3. to tell (you) the truth- to speak the 
truth по правде говоря 

4. to put it mildly 
мягко говоря 

5. to say nothing of не говоря уже 
6. to be quite frank 

откровенно говоря 
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II. Listen to the illustrative situations representing the typical use of 
the Infinitive in different syntactic functions. Keep in mind the way 
you are to comment on the structures to be practised. 

1. And you know, Daddy, Sallie is the most amusing person in the 
world — and Julia the least,so Sallie thinks everything is funny — even 
flunking — and Julia is bored at everything. She never makes the slight­
est effort to be pleasant. 

C o m m e n t a r y : To be pleasant is an attribute expressed by the 
Indefinite Infinitive Active used to denote an action simultaneous 
with that expressed by the finite verb. 

2. Julia Pendleton has invited me to visit her for the Christmas holi­
days. How does that strike you, Mr Smith? Fancy Jerusha Abbott, of 
the John Grier Home, sitting at the tables of the rich! I don't know 
why Julia wants me — she seems to be getting quite fond of me of late. 
I should, to tell the truth, very much prefer going to Sallie's but Julia 
was the first to have asked me to. 

To have asked is an attribute expressed by the Perfect Infinitive 
Active used to denote an action prior to that expressed by the finite 
verb. 

3. They are organizing the freshman basketball team and there's 
just a chance to be admitted. I'm little of course, but quick and strong 
enough to make it. 

To make is an adverbial modifier of result. 
4. Julia Pendleton dropped in this evening as if to pay a social call 

and stayed a full hour. She got started on the subject of family and I 
couldn't switch her off. 

To pay is an adverbial modifier of comparison. 
5. Yesterday evening, just toward dark, when I was sitting in bed 

looking at the rain and feeling awfully bored with life in a great institu­
tion, I turned round to see the nurse with a long white box addressed 
to me, and filled with the loveliest pink rosebuds. Thank you,Daddy, 
a thousand times. 

To see is an adverbial modifier of attendant circumstances. 
6. Will you be awfully disappointed, Daddy, if I don't turn out to be 

a great author? To tell you the truth, in the spring when everything is so 
beautiful and green and budding, I feel like turning my back on lessons 
and running away to play with the weather. 

To tell you the truth is parenthesis. To play is an adverbial modifier 
of purpose. 
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III. Practise these sentences aloud and comment on the use of the 
Infinitive. 

1. There was nothing to worry about. The young figure-skaters 
were at their best. 2. The European championship in hockey was exciting 
enough to be followed with great interest. It attracted a lot of fans. 
3. She was too anxious to speak after winning the first prize. 4. The 
coach gathered all the members of his team to discuss the results of the 
competition. 5. Football is a game in which there are eleven players on 
each side. The goalkeeper stands in the goal to protect it. 6. A referee is 
a person to act as a judge in a game. 7. Last Saturday afternoon David 
Brown and his father went to the Manchester Football Ground to see the 
football match. 8. The match was expected to be a very exciting one. 
Everybody hoped it would be interesting enough to be followed with 
great pleasure. 9. A Manchester player was the first to score a goal and 
the fans of the team shouted loudly to encourage him. 10. During six 
years John went in for field and track events, but not so long ago he 
broke his leg never to go in for this kind of sport again. 11. Nick got a 
ball and could shoot from a good scoring position. He raced towards the 
goal at a high speed but suddenly stopped as if to decide what he should 
do next. 12. Judy found that she was the only girl in college not to have 
been brought up on "Little Women". 

IV. Combine the following sentences according to the model given. 
Make the necessary changes. Use the Infinitive as an attribute. 

T e a c h e r S t u d e n t 
You are a great football fan, 
you should go to see the 
match. This is a good chance, 
don't miss it. 

You are a great football fan,you 
should go to see the match, as 
there is a good chance not to 
be missed. 

1. There was a great number of opponents and he wanted to com­
pete with all of them. His hope was very strong, he wanted to win. 2. It 
was a long run distance competition. We couldn't take part in it, as we 
had nobody who could run this distance. 3. Our country is famous for 
its All-Union championship in athletics. There are millions of people who 
can take part in it. 4. The gymnast who had won the gold medal was 
very happy. She was surrounded by a lot of people who wanted to con­
gratulate her on the occasion. 5. Nick's dream was to get a ticket for the 
football match during the XXII Olympic Games. He managed to buy a 
ticket for the match and it was the last one. 6. To achieve good results is 
a real sportsman's dream. Peter has the same desire. 7. Every tennis 
player knows a lot about Wimbledon. Their desire is strong, they want 
to take part in the world-famous competitions. 8. It's very pleasant 
to watch the figure-skaters dancing gracefully on the ice. I'll have an 
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opened his mouth as if to eat me. I was too terrified to shout at first 
and then without a moment's hesitation I drew out my instruments 
and extracted all his teeth so that he hadn't even noticed it. After that 
what could the poor beast be expected to do but retire to the bottom 
of the swamp? 

XIV. Think of situations of your own using the suggested word-com­
binations and the Infinitive: 

1) a well-known fact, a mass affair, 50 million sportsmen, the Soviet 
Union, every fifth citizen, to go in for sports, a good opportunity, to 
keep fit (an attribute); 

2) the XXII Olympic Games, ten days, to last, in August 1980, 
24 sports, to be contested, all over the world, to arrive, to participate in 
the games, the aim, to promote, the ideas of peace and friendship, among 
nations (an adverbial modifier of purpose); 

3) physical training, a matter of state concern, the purpose, to bring 
up harmoniously developed individuals, strong enough, our sportsmen, 
to win a lot of silver and gold medals (an adverbial modifier of result); 

4) two kinds of football, soccer and rugby, to use hands for carrying 

Pattern 
Complex Object expressed by the 

Function 

A complex 
object 

Sentence Patterns 

1. Mr Burton saw his name­
sake get pale. 

2. Mr Burton had his name­
sake swim a long and 
dangerous distance. 

Tense Distinctions 

Indefinite Infinitive Active 
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the ball, fifteen men on each side, one day, to watch a football match, 
one's favourite team, to win with the score 5 to 2, to score a goal (an 
adverbial modifier of attendant circumstances); 

5) to speak frankly, to know little about Wimbledon, to visit Eng­
land, to be very popular, tennis, a great international festival, to be held, 
a walled court, all the year round, to take part, to be encouraged, to fol­
low a very interesting tennis competition (parenthesis, an adverbial mo­
difier of comparison). 

XV. Think of and act out a dialogue based on the picture using the 
patterns under study. 

1. Once Mr Brown had an opportunity to go to the football match. 
2. To tell the truth, he was fascinated by the match. 3. He came home 
just after the match to understand that his little son would be fond of 
football too. 4. One day he went to the shop to buy a football. 5. The 
boy was clever enough to understand how to play football. 6. He was 
too strong to spend his free time playing football in the yard. 7. Mr 
Brown found that it was the time to take the boy to the football 
matches. 

Drill III 
Objective-with-the Infinitive Construction 

The Objective-with-the-Infinitive 
Construction is used 

without the particle to: 
a) after verbs of sense perception: 

to see, to hear, to watch, to observe, 
to notice, to feel; 

b) after verbs of compulsion:to make, 
to have; 

c) after the verb to let 

Peculiarities 

1. If a process is expressed Part. 1 In­
definite Active is used. 

We watched them playing bad­
minton. 

2. If the meaning is passive Participle 
II is used. 

He heard his name pronounced 
through the open door. 

3. After to see-to understand and to 
hear-to learn, to be told a clause is 
used. 

Mr Burton could see (under­
stand) that the man was down and 
out. 

He heard (learned) that young 
Burton had got trimmed. 

4. After to see, to notice a clause is 
used with the verb to be. 

He saw that he was pale. 
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Function 

A complex 
object 

Sentence Patterns 

1. 

2. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. 

2. 

They all considered him 
to be a good chap but a 
bit wild. 
She believed him to have 
suffered all the injustices 
of the world. 

She declared her mind to 
be an abyss of ignorance. 
He wouldn't like you to 
put on so much make up. 
She could not bear him to 
go in for wrestling. 

The doctor ordered the me­
dicines to be taken imme­
diately. 
He allowed the boy to be 
taken for a drive into the 
country. 

Tense Distinctions 

Indefinite Infinitive, Active 

Perfect Infinitive; (verv sel­
dom) 

Indefinite Infinitive Active 

Indefinite Infinitive Passive 

I. Study the table carefully. Work in pairs or small groups and dis­
cuss the information contained in the table. 

II. Listen to the illustrative situations representing the typical use of 
the Objective-with-the-Infinitive Construction. Keep in mind the way 
you are to comment on the structures to be practised. 

1. "Sit down, Jerusha, I have something to say to you." Judy drop­
ped into the nearest chair and waited with a touch of breathlessness. 

J'Did you notice the gentleman go out of here? " 
"I saw his back." 
"He is one of the richest Trustees, and has given large sums of mo­

ney for the asylum's support. He didn't allow his name to be mention­
ed; he insisted on remaining unknown." 

C o m m e n t a r y : The gentleman go is a complex object expressed 
by the Objective-with-the Infinitive Construction in which the Indefi­
nite Infinitive Active go is in predicate relation, to the noun in the 
common case gentleman. The construction is used after the verb of 
sense perception to notice, that's why the Bare Infinitive is used. His 
name to be mentioned is a complex object used after the verb of permis­
sion to allow. 

2. "He has offered to send you to college." 
"To college? " Judy's eyes grew big. 
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The Objective-with-the-Infinitive 
Construction is used 

with the particle to: 
a) after verbs denoting mental ability: 

to know, to think, to consider, to believe, 
to suppose, to expect, to find, to under­
stand; 

b) after verbs denoting declaring: 
to pronounce, to declare, to report; 
after verbs denoting wish and in­
tention : to want, to wish, to desire, 
should like, to intend, to mean; 
after verbs denoting feeling and 
emotion: to like, to dislike, to love, 
to hate, cannot bear; 

c) after verbs denoting order and per­
mission: to order, to allow. 

Peculiarities 

After the verbs to think, to consider, to 
find the Infinitive may be missing. 

We consider him a cruel per­
son. 

The Objective-with-the Infinitive Con­
struction is possible only 

if the Infinitive is passive; 
if the object is a lifeless thing. 

Mrs Lippett nodded. 
"He believes you to have originality and he wants you to be­

come a writer." 
"A writer?" Judy's mind was numbed, she could only repeat 

Mrs. Lippett's words. 
You to have is a complex object, used after the verb of mental 

activity to believe. You to become is a complex object used after the 
verb of wish to want. 

3. "The gentleman's name is not John Smith, to you he will never 
be anything but John Smith. He declares letter-writing to be the best 
way to become a writer. Since you have no family to correspond with, 
he wants you to inform him of your progress. He will never answer your 
letters. He hates letter-writing, and doesn't wish you to become a bur­
den." 

Letter-writing to be is a complex object, used after the verb of de­
claring to declare. You to inform, you to become are complex objects 
used after the verbs of wish to wish and to want. 

III. Practise these sentences aloud and comment on the use of the 
Objec tive-with-the-Infinitive Construction. 

1. Dear Daddy! Don't forget to answer my question; if you don't 
want the trouble of writing, have your secretary telegraph me. 2. Eleven 
pages — poor Daddy, you must be tired! I meant this letter to be just 
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